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The leaders of Japan and the United States issued Leaders Statement on U.S.-Japan Bilateral 
Exchanges in April, 2014 and they declared that people to people exchange is a pillar of 
Japan-U.S. Alliance. Also, to ensure the future strength of the U.S.-Japan relationship, the two 
governments share the goal, established by the U.S.-Japan Conference on Cultural and 
Educational Interchange (CULCON), of doubling two-way student exchange by the year 2020. 

 
In the year of the 70th anniversary of the robust Japan-US relation, the Government of Japan, for 
the future of Japan-US relation, announces to provide to the extent of 3 billion JPY to implement 
the programs below in order to further strengthen people-to-people exchanges.  

 
1. Exchange for the Japan-US Relations of the Next Generation 
A. Exchange for High School Students and College Students 
The Government of Japan invites high school students and college students from the United 
States and sends Japanese high school students and college students to the United States. The 
experience can be a gateway of deeper interest.  
 

B. Internship Program 
Through the internship program, the Government of Japan supports youth who deepen the 
understanding on how to work in the United States as well as organizations and corporations, 
build network, and play a leading role in Japan-US relation in the future.  

 
2. Exchanges Strengthening the Foundation of Japan-US Relations 
A. Japanese Researcher Program 
The Government of Japan supports Japanese researchers who deepen their understanding on 
academic activities in the United States and can be an active intellectual both in Japan and the 
United States.  

 

B. Support for Japan Studies 
In order to deepen understanding on contemporary Japan at major universities in the United 
States, the Government of Japan supports professorships specializing in contemporary Japanese 
politics and diplomacy and enhance of new university courses or lectures on contemporary Japan. 
 

C. Program for the US Congress, Asian Americans and young researchers 
The Government of Japan invites US Congressmen, Asian American leaders, and young 
researchers in order to expand the horizons of Japan-US relation. 
 

D. Promotion of Japanese Language Education and Japan-US Training and Exchange Program 
for  Language Teachers 
The Government of Japan expands support to the Japanese language institutions and the dispatch 
of young Japanese language assistants to high schools in the United States in order to nurture 
next generation for exchanges between Japan and the United States, and promote understanding 
to Japan and strengthen the foundation of Japan-US friendly relationship through Japanese 
language education in the United States. The Government of Japan also sends young teachers 
who can be a catalyst of Japan-US mutual understandings. 
 



 

 
 
E. Culture and Art Exchange 
The Government of Japan co-hosts three major exhibitions at museums in the United States and 
implements a variety of cultural exchange programs including film screenings and performing 
arts. In order to further promote Japan-US cultural exchanges, Japan expands the support for the 
National Cherry Blossom Festival 2016 including dispatch of cultural figures. Japan also 
provides similar support for Japan Festivals 2015 in San Francisco and Los Angeles.  
 
3. Variety of Grassroots Exchanges 
A. Building and Strengthening of the Network of the US Force Personnel who stationed in Japan 
In order to sustain and strengthen the friendly relationship with the US personnel who have 
stationed in Japan, the Government of Japan strengthens the organization for this purpose and 
hold exchange events.  
 

B. Former Prisoners of War (POWs) Program 
The Government of Japan expands the program which aims to promote mutual understanding 
between Japan and the United States through encouraging a reconciliation of minds, by inviting 
former American POWs who hold particular sentiments toward Japan due to their experiences 
during World War II.  
 

C. Maintenance and Strengthening of a Network of Supporters of Japan 
The Government of Japan enhances communication between students who studied in 
Japan/former JET participants and embassy/consulate generals and promotes building of a 
network. 
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