
Presented by Japan Information & Culture Center, Embassy of Japan 

Japanese Sit-down Comedy in English 

July 10 6:30pm  
in the JICC auditorium 

 

Part impressionist, part storyteller, all comedian, Kaishi 
Katsura brings his unique take on one of Japan’s oldest 
comedy traditions to the United States for a 30 
performance tour.  He has been touring across the U.S.    Photographs by Haruki Shimokoshi

as a cultural exchange ambassador since April on a mission to spread the traditional 
Japanese humor stylings of Rakugo. 
 
Rakugo is a 400 year old comedy tradition that requires a great deal of skill and imagination 
from its practitioners.  Seated on a small cushion and wearing kimono, the comedians put on 
one-man plays using a wide variety of voices, facial expressions and two required props: a 
folding fan (sensu) and a small hand towel (tenugui).  These props will take on an amazing 
array of meanings and usage throughout a performance. 
 

Never leaving his seat, Kaishi will perform intricate skits 
involving many characters.  He will re-create the world of 
old Japan through famous rakugo stories of Samurai, 
geisha, merchants and other colorful characters.  He will 
also provide some of his own Rakugo about modern day 
Japan. 
 
Kaishi Katsura has performed English Rakugo in over 200 
times outside of Japan since 1997. His performance skills 
have won him numerous awards including the NHK Japan 
National Television Award for Young Artists and the 
Agency for Cultural Affairs New Artist Award.  He is 
considered the premier performer of Rakugo in English.  
He is working his way across America performing at 
various events, universities and comedy clubs.  His past 
performances include as part of Canada’s “Just for 
Laughs” Comedy festival and at the renowned Sydney 
Opera House in Australia.   
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Free and open to the public.  Reservations required. 

RSVP to jiccrsvpsummer08@embjapan.org 
Seating is limited and granted on a first come, first served basis 
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