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Yunagi City, Sakura Country recounts the human cost of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima through the two 
tales of young women affected by the incident, though they are generations apart.  Thirteen years after the 
atomic bombing Minami Hirano (Kumiko Aso) has survived to live a pleasant life.  She is a young 
professional woman falling in love.  This all ends the day she begins to show signs of radiation sickness and 
the emotional wounds of the attack come back to haunt her. In present day Tokyo, Nanami Ishikawa(Rena 
Tanaka), is curious about her father’s yearly ritual of returning to Hiroshima alone.  She decides to follow him 
and learn what draws him back to Hiroshima.  Through this she discovers the cloud the atomic bombing has 
left on her family for over 60 years. For her performance Kumiko Aso took the Best Actress Award at the 
Blue Ribbon Awards in 2007.  The film won a number of additional awards and nominations. 
 
Yunagi City, Sakura Country is a live-action adaptation of Fumiyo Kono's manga comic book. The book 
was the winner of the Grand Prize in the Manga Division at the Japan Media Arts Festival in 2004, and the 



Shinsei(New Hope) Award of the Osamu Tezuka Cultural Prize in 2005. The original work has been 
translated in the U.S., Canada, Korea, France and Australia. 
 

In Japanese with English Subtitles  118 minutes 
This event is free and open to the public.  Reservations are required. 

RSVP to jiccrsvpsummer08@embjapan.org
Seating is limited and granted on a first come, first served basis 
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