
Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori and President George W. Bush
met in the Oval Office and over a working lunch March 19,
and in a joint statement “reaffirmed the strength of the
bilateral relationship between the two countries,” based on
“friendship, mutual trust and shared economic values.”

Noting that the Japan-U.S. alliance “is the foundation of peace and
stability in the Asia-Pacific region,” the two leaders said a continued
U.S. presence there is “vital to regional security,” and pledged to
carry out commitments under their joint security cooperation
framework.  High on the agenda was the economic slowdown facing
the world’s two largest economies, which together account for 40
percent of global output. The two men pledged in turn, to “address
the challenges facing the two economies,” which they said “will
benefit both countries and the world.” The situation on the Korean
Peninsula, relations with China and Russia, proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction, missile defense, the need to address
“transnational challenges in the 21st century,” such as foreign aid, in
which Japan is the global leader, U.N. reform and a permanent seat
for Japan on the Security Council, which the U.S. supports, were all
covered. Together, the leaders said Japan and the U.S. will “seek new
ways to enhance the dialogue to address global, regional and bilateral
economic and trade issues.” They also agreed to cooperate in
pressing for the launch of a new round of World Trade Organization
(WTO) talks this year. The two leaders concurred that the solid ties
between the two countries enable problems to be dealt with, such as
the regrettable collision Feb. 9 off Hawaii of a U.S. submarine and
the high school training vessel Ehime Maru. The President also
“accepted with gratitude” an invitation to visit Japan this October.
Prime Minister Mori also met with Russian President Vladimir Putin
in the Siberian city of Irkutsk March 25. At home on March 26, the
Diet passed a $704.3 billion budget for the new fiscal year. Other
budget-related bills must be enacted by mid-April.

(see page 2)
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President Bush greets Prime Minister Mori in the Oval Office at the White House in Washington,
March 19. (Cabinet Public Relations Office, Japan)
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Civilizations — From a Century of Conflict to a
Century of Co-existence.” The group visited Kyoto,
Hiroshima and Hyogo Prefecture to experience
Japanese history and culture and took part in a public
symposium at the United Nations University in Tokyo,
where they presented their proposal based on
discussions during the visit for the Secretary General.
• ELECTIONS IN ISRAEL.
Foreign Minister Kono issued a statement on March 9
on the formation of a coalition government in Israel.
“Japan welcomes the fact that the political foundation
for resuming the Mideast peace talks was laid in
Israel by the establishment of the coalition
government. Japan believes that peaceful settlement
through negotiations is the only realistic option in
order to achieve a peace in the Middle East. I
strongly hope that Israel, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Sharon, will make its utmost efforts to
bring about a just, lasting and comprehensive peace,
taking into account what has been achieved in past
negotiations.”
• CONFLICT PREVENTION.
An International Symposium on Conflict Prevention
“Culture of Prevention: Multi-Actor Coordination
from UN to Civil Society” was held on March 13-14
in Tokyo. Organized by the Government of Japan as
part of the follow-up of the G-8 Miyazaki Initiatives
for Conflict Prevention, the Symposium was
moderated by Yasushi Akashi, Chairman, The Japan
Center for Preventive Diplomacy. The Symposium
considered how the U.N. and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) can tackle conflict prevention,
in particular what concrete approaches can be taken
to “conflict and development in East Timor” and
“small arms and light weapons in Cambodia,” as well
as making a comparative study with other cases and
areas in conflict prevention.

NEWS DIGEST 

• JAPAN-RUSSIA SUMMIT MEETING.
On March 25, Prime Minister Mori met with
President Vladimir Putin in Irkutsk, Russia.
They held a constructive discussion on
furthering progress in the areas of strategic

collaboration, economic cooperation and the
conclusion of a peace treaty. The two leaders issued
the Irkutsk Statement in which they confirmed the
1956 Japan-Soviet Joint Declaration as the starting
point for negotiations on the peace treaty, and that the
two countries must conclude the treaty by resolving
issues concerning the attribution of the four islands
on the basis of the 1993 Tokyo Declaration on Japan-
Russia Relations. They also agreed to activate
negotiations and decide at the earliest possible date a
concrete direction for progress towards the conclusion
of a treaty.
• PROTEST TO AFGHANISTAN.
On March 7, Japan expressed its deepest concern
over the edict issued by the Taliban’s leader to
destroy all statues in Afghanistan, and has been
strongly urging it be revoked through its embassy in
Pakistan. The Government commissioned a group of
representatives of the three ruling parties to travel to
Afghanistan to convey a letter to Mr. Mutawakil, who
serves as the Taliban’s “Foreign Minister,” from
Foreign Minister Yohei Kono, urging the Taliban to
review the edict. Mr. Kono also sent letters to the
Foreign Ministers of eight countries (Bahrain, Iran,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and
Yemen) expressing the deepest concern about the
issue and requesting that all efforts be made to urge
the review of the edict. 
• “DOT FORCE” MEETING.
Also, the Second Meeting of the Digital Opportunity
Taskforce (DOT Force) proposed at the G-8 Okinawa
Summit was held March 1-2 in South Africa. The
DOT Force comprises the G-8 (government, business,
and non-profit), developing countries (South Africa,
Egypt, Tanzania, Senegal, India, Indonesia, Bolivia,
Brazil and China) and international organizations
such as the World Bank, U.N. Development Program
(UNDP) and others. Japanese delegates included
representatives for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Toshiba Corp. and the Center for Global
Communications of the International University of
Japan.
• GLOBAL YOUTH EXCHANGE.
On March 1-13, 40 participants from 37 countries
met in Japan in a program entitled “Dialogue Among

J

ECONOMY UP IN 
LAST QUARTER

Japan’s economy grew an annualized 3.2 percent in
the quarter ending in December, a gross domestic
product (GDP) number better than expected, due to
a 30 percent rise in business investment from the
previous quarter, although consumer spending
continued to be weak, slumping 2.3 percent.
Minister of State for Economic and Fiscal Policy,
Taro Aso said March 12 that the government
stands by its target of 1.2 percent growth for the
fiscal year ending this month, and for 1.7 percent
growth for the next fiscal year starting in April.
Meanwhile, Seiichi Kondo, Deputy Secretary
General of the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) said in
Singapore Feb. 20 that “Japan’s economy is big
enough to stay in relatively good shape,” while
“more vigorous action to complete the process of
reform” must be taken for that to be assured.
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BUSINESS WATCH

American firms have not been dissuaded by
cultural barriers or pessimistic forecasts from
taking advantages of business opportunities in
the world’s second-largest economy. Here are
just some of the largest deals announced in

recent weeks:
• STARBUCKS. Seattle-based Starbucks Corp.
announced March 12 that it will open its 208th outlet
in Japan, its largest yet, a two-floor shop in an office
block in Tokyo’s Ginza district. The firm has only
been operating in Japan since 1996, yet it says it is
on target to have 500 stores open in Japan by March
2004. Concentrating on ambiance, high quality and
specially-branded gourmet brews, the firm has proven
very successful among young people, especially
women. Starbucks no-smoking policy has also been
popular with regular Japanese customers visiting
stores as many as 10 to 20 times a month.
• MCDONALDS. Fast food giant McDonald’s Corp.
announced Feb. 28 that its Japanese unit would
become its first global subsidiary to go public, listing
on the Nasdaq Japan or the over-the-counter market
in July. Analysts expect it to be one of the year’s most
popular public offerings. McDonald’s operates 3,598
outlets in Japan and reported a parent-only pre-tax
profit of $252 million in the last calendar year.
Separately, Japan Tobacco Inc., the world’s third
largest tobacco group, announced in February that it
would sell all of its 25 outlets of Burger King to
domestic hamburger chain Lotteria Co.
• BOEING. The U.S. aerospace giant has confirmed
that is has officially asked three Japanese firms to
produce wing and other components on its proposed
747X superjumbo jets. The Seattle-based firm has
offered wing production to Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries Ltd, fuselage components to Kawasaki
Heavy Industries Ltd, and wing-body fairings to Fuji
Heavy Industries Ltd. Japanese manufacturers
already play significant roles in building Boeing’s
other two-aisle jets, the 767 and 777, and all three
firms say they are interested in the expanded
cooperation.
• ENRON CORP. North America’s biggest buyer
and seller of electricity, said Feb. 28 that it may swap
assets with Japanese power firms that would make it
the first ever foreign company to buy a Japanese
power plant. Enron Japan was set up in May to gain a
foothold in Japan’s energy market, where deregulation
measures have opened the door to new foreign players
in an industry dominated by 10 regional firms. In

A

SENATOR BAKER NAMED
AMBASSADOR

President Bush has named Howard Baker, a
former Senator and White House Chief of Staff
to President Ronald Reagan as the new U.S.
ambassador to Japan. Senator Baker served as
both minority and majority leader of the Senate,
which must confirm his appointment. He will
succeed former Democratic House of
Representatives Speaker Thomas Foley. The
Foreign Ministry welcomed the announcement.
“As Senator Baker is said to have been long
acquainted with major cabinet members of the
present U.S. administration, the government of
Japan welcomes his nomination as a sign that
the Bush administration values Japan-U.S.
relations highly,” the Ministry said in a
statement.

1999, Tokyo Electric Power, the nation’s largest power
firm, invested in U.S. Orion Power Holdings Inc. to
enter the U.S. power generating business.
• IBM. Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. Toshiba
Corp. and IBM announced March 12 that they would
join forces in a $400 million, five-year plan to
develop a new type of microprocessor. The three aim
to create the next-generation chops with processing
power equal to a supercomputer that could be used in
a variety of “intelligent” consumer electronics able to
communicate with each other or connect with the
Internet. A joint development center will be
established in Austin, TX, with a new facility in
Fishkill, NY, expected to be dedicated to building the
chips with built-in broadband connectivity and
massive parallel processing power.
• AIG, ROSS. A court-appointed administrator has
approve the reorganization of Chiyoda Mutual Life
Insurance Co., Japan’s 12th largest life insurance
company, by New York-based American International
Group Inc. (AIG) insurance and financial services
group. Chiyoda sought court protection with liabilities
exceeding $5 billion. And, AIG and its partner U.S.
investment firm W.L. Ross’ Asia Recovery Fund
announced Feb. 26 that Osaka-based Kofuku Bank,
in which they have already put $225 million, has
reopened for operations and may soon be publicly
listed. The Japanese government has sold three failed
banks to U.S. private equity funds.
• LONE STAR. In what is being called Japan’s
largest leveraged buyout in history, Dallas-based Lone
Star, which recently won the bidding for failed
regional Tokyo Sowa Bank, is teaming with venture
capital firm Jafco Co. Ltd. and Deutsche Bank to buy
the retail operations of unlisted sports goods retailer
Victoria Inc. for $236 million. Jafco, Japan’s largest
venture capital firm will provide capital, Lone Star
will purchase property owned by Victoria and lease it
back, while Deutche Bank will provide financing.
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ANCIENT KYOTO GOES HIGH-TECH
Having once been Japan’s capital for over a
millennium, Kyoto boasts a proud and
culturally rich tradition. But venerable
customs and sightseeing assets are not its only

claim to fame. The nation’s sixth-largest city now
hosts one of the highest concentrations of high-tech
start-ups and other leaders of the information
technology revolution.

Tradition and innovation have always
coexisted side-by-side in Kyoto. After absorbing
Chinese influences in the early Heian period
(794-1185) it established a new type of economy.
Home to the emperor for nearly 1,100 years, Kyoto
attracted innovative artisans and technicians. They
preferred to work in small traditional businesses,
rather than build large companies, and thus the city
has been a breeding ground for venture businesses for
centuries. 

For the modern entrepreneurs the city offers
many advantages. There are many banks and a small
population. It is easy to attract good staff to live in this
city of beautiful temples and cloistered gardens, with
top-notch academic institutions — including Kyoto
University, which has produced four of Japan’s six
Nobel laureates in science. City officials say about
300 high-tech ventures have sprouted in recent years.

The likes of Kyocera Corp., Rohm Co., and
Murata Manufacturing Co. are big names operating in
Kyoto. Dozens of other firms with world-leading
technologies have followed, focusing on chip
production, new materials, chemicals and computer
equipment. During the 1970s electronic boom,
Osamu Murata turned his father’s pottery shop into a
manufacturer of innovative ceramic components and
now is a world leader in notebook computers with
sales last year of $4.3 billion. Launched in 1958,
Rohm enjoys market dominance in custom-integrated
circuits, after founder Ken Sato developed a
revolutionary resistor as a student. Following closely
behind is Nidec Corp., a maker of miniature motors
and one of Japan’s top stock performers.

Catering to international markets is critical to
most Kyoto IT firms and the government has been
helping. Kyoto is also the only Japanese city to boast
a privately-operated research park, home to the next
generation of high-tech ventures. What are needed
are employees with good ideas, and as a city with a
vast pool of wisdom, Kyoto’s future in the information
age could be even brighter than its illustrious past.

TRENDS IN JAPAN 

A
• UNIVERSAL’S FIRST OVERSEAS PARK

The popular American theme park Universal
Studios is getting ready to open its first overseas
location. Universal Studios Japan, now under
construction, will open in Osaka on March 31. It
will be the first large theme park to open in Japan
since Tokyo Disneyland (1983). Universal Studios
Japan will cover 140 acres with 18 sets where
scenes from famous movies are reenacted and
advance ticket sales have been brisk.

Despite Japan’s economic slump, most
analysts feel Universal Studios Japan is in a class
by itself. There is JAWS the giant shark bursting
through the water’s surface in front of a tour boat
full of passengers. There is the dinosaur island of
Jurassic Park with computer-controlled prehistoric
beasts. There is TERMINATOR 2, a 3D movie with
the invincible hero coming out of the screen

Of the park’s 18 attractions, five are original
to Japan. At Universal Studios Motion Picture
Magic, the latest production technology is explained
by Steven Spielberg. In Animation Celebration,
Universal’s popular cartoon characters appear in
3-D. At night, Hollywood Magic’s spectacular laser
show lights up the lake in the center of USJ. 
The park is expected to draw 8 million visitors the
first year, not only from Japan but from around Asia
as well, and it will inject some $2.41 billion into the
economy, including transportation and lodging fees.

The gateway is Universal City Station on the
JR Sakurajima railroad line, through which about
40 percent of all visitors are expected to pass. To
help generate a buzz, Universal City Station’s
management is creating a distinctive environment
on the trains and in the station by decorating the
trains with stickers depicting movie characters, and
so on. 

The Tourism Department of Osaka City’s
Economic Affairs Bureau is using the opening to
promote the city’s previously existing attractions as
well. Single-day excursion passes covering subway
travel and admission to landmarks such as Osaka
Castle and Tsutenkaku tower will be available. It
also hopes to use the cinematic element to entice
companies to move to the area, especially film- and
video-related venture firms. 

As a true theme park of the 21st century,
Universal Japan will use water-saving measures and
implement recycling and other environmental
programs. Not only in terms of crowd-drawing power
but also in terms of environmental soundness,
Universal Studios Japan is hoped to serve as a
model for sustainable theme parks of the future.
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I am often told by Japanese scientists that
there are more Japanese scientists at the
National Institutes of Health (NIH, the U.S.
Government’s primary organization for the
support of biomedical research through its

own “intramural” laboratories and grants to other
organizations) than anywhere else outside of Japan.
Today there are about 350 Japanese scientists
working in NIH laboratories, primarily as Visiting
Fellows (postdoctoral scientists). Most of these
scientists are supported by NIH’s own resources, but
in recent years the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science has started a special fellowship to provide
stipends for two-year periods for up to 60 of the
Japanese postdoctoral fellows working at NIH.

In April, 1998 a compilation was made of the
foreign scientists who had worked, primarily as
postdoctoral fellows, in NIH labs since 1950. Over
that time, almost 3,000 Japanese scientists had done
some work at NIH, more than one-sixth of the total.
Italy was a distant second with 1,339 researchers at
NIH during that period. Since the NIH budget for
grants and contracts is about eight times as great as
for “intramural research,” one might estimate that
eight times as many Japanese scientists work in U.S.
laboratories, supported by NIH grants as work in
NIH’s own laboratories. What explains this?

Almost 120 years ago, a young American
physician traveled to Germany to do postdoctoral work
with Prof. Robert Koch, one of the most distinguished
bacteriologists of his time. Dr. Joseph Kinyoun
returned home and isolated the organism responsible
for cholera. In 1887 he founded and directed the
Laboratory of Hygiene on Staten Island. The
Laboratory was moved to Washington in 1891 and was
renamed the National Institute of Health in 1930.

About the same time, a promising young
Japanese scientist also traveled to Germany to work
with Prof. Koch. Dr. Shibasaburo Kitasato’s research
gained worldwide acclaim for new treatments for
infectious diseases and he was made a full professor
in 1895, an unusual distinction for a foreigner. Dr.
Kitasato returned home to found an institute for the
study of infectious diseases and his scientific
descendants have continued to contribute to

advances in microbiology and immunology.
Both Dr. Kinyoun and Dr. Kitasato were

influenced early in their careers by a great scientist
from a different tradition and language. This
transcontinental tradition continues as young
scientists seek to work with the leaders in their
chosen areas. NIH has benefitted from the work of
conscientious young scientists who bring exceptional
skills and dedication to make the most of NIH’s
facilities and staff. Postdoctoral fellows make friends
with other young scientists which will continue,
throughout their careers.

Friendships established at NIH continue as
fellows return home and maintain contact with
colleagues all over the world, sharing research and
scientific papers before they are published. Fellows
leaving NIH have told me this informal network and
“families” of scientists will encourage and support
each other throughout their careers. The Government
of Japan has made a major commitment in recent
years to fund more postdoctoral fellowships for
foreign scientists in leading Japanese research
centers. This provides an exceptional opportunity for
young U.S. scientists to travel to Japan in the 21st
century, as Dr. Kinyoun and Professor Kitasato did to
Europe in the 19th.

The many advances in our transportation and
communication systems have reduced the time
needed to come together in international scientific
meetings and to share ideas via electronic means;
research families are now able to keep in touch much
more easily. The value of working on a common
problem from different perspectives in the same
laboratory will remain an important early rite of
initiation into biomedical research.

More U.S. scientists need to understand the
value of gaining international experience during their
postdoctoral years. To encourage more U.S.
applicants for Japanese fellowships, the National
Science Foundation and NIH, with Japanese
partners, offer U.S. graduate students an opportunity
to spend a summer in Japan and meet their
counterparts so as to build upon these affiliations in
their subsequent careers. We hope this program will
provide a first generation for many new international
scientific “families” in the 21st century.

• Allen Holt is Program Officer for East Asia
and the Pacific with the Fogarty International
Center, National Institutes of Health.  He has
taught and done research with universities in
North America, West Africa and Southeast
Asia, and has worked with Japanese colleagues
as a member of the staff of the National
Science Foundation, as well as NIH.

I

BY 
ALLEN HOLT
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During the late feudal Edo period, Tadataka
Ino embarked on the first geographical survey
of Japan. The project, which Ino started at the
age of 55, took 16 years to complete and led
to the first comprehensive book of maps of

Japan. He took a very rigorous approach, and by the
age of 70, he had traveled 27,160 miles all over the
country, a distance greater than the circumference of
the earth.

Tadataka Ino was born in 1745 in what is now
Chiba Prefecture near modern-day Tokyo. Scholarly
by nature Ino studied mathematics, geography, and
astronomy. After retiring at the age of 50, he moved
to the capital, then known as Edo, to study
astronomy. In those days, the distance equivalent to a
degree of latitude had not yet been determined, and
this was a problem for astronomers. To solve it, Ino
planned to make a geographical survey of Japan
along its full length, from north to south.

Ino first received permission of the feudal
government to survey the southeastern coast of
Hokkaido and subsequently surveyed the rest of the
country. During the 16 years it took him, Ino spent a
3,736 days on the road and made 150,000
directional measurements. Using traditional methods,
Ino achieved an unprecedented degree of accuracy
by being scrupulous to detail. He learned that a
degree of latitude corresponds to 68.83 miles and his
survey was on par with Western European maps of
the time.

Producing a separate map for each survey, Ino
died in 1818 without having witnessed the ultimate
success of his efforts. It was not until 1821 that Dai
Nihon Enkai Yochi Zenzu (Complete Compilation of
Maps of Japan) was completed. This magnum opus of
214 maps was presented to the shogunate. In the
1820s, a German doctor, Philipp Franz von Siebold,
who was doing research in Nagasaki disseminated
Ino’s work enabling foreign cartographers to depict
Japan accurately for the first time. After the Meiji
Restoration in 1868, the atlas was published and was
used as a primary source by the government and
military and schools until the early 20th century.

To honor Ino, 170,000 people took part in a
two-year walk around Japan retracing Ino’s footsteps
which ended in January. It was jointly sponsored by
the Japan Walking Association, the Ino Tadataka
Kenkyukai research society, and Asahi Shimbun
Publishing Co.

FIRST MAPPING 
OF JAPAN

D
Hawaiian-born sumo grand champion, Akebono, who retired in January,
here takes part in the opening ceremony to a tournament.  (AP Photo/
Chuck Stoody)

The first-ever foreign-born yokozuna (grand
champion) of Japan’s national sport of sumo
announced his retirement in late January. Taro
Akebono (formerly Chad Rowan of Hawaii)
belongs to the Azumazeki beya, or “stable,” of

sumo wrestlers. He has been nursing a long-standing
knee injury that refused to heal fully, and at the age of
31 he bid farewell to 13 years of life in the ring.

A great yokozuna, who always exhibited a
courtesy and decorum more Japanese than the
Japanese themselves, Akebono was much loved. This
is attested by the decision of the Nihon Sumo Kyokai
(Japan sumo association) to award him $870,000 in
recognition of his outstanding contribution to the sport
— equal to the highest amount previously awarded.

Akebono was scouted by sumo oyakata (stable
master) Azumazeki, a fellow Hawaiian who bore the
sumo name of Takamiyama before retirement.
Akebono dropped out of college after one year to
enter the world of sumo and made his ring debut in
1988. As the first rikishi (sumo wrestler) over two
meters (six feet seven inches) tall, Akebono used his
powerful “pushing sumo” to great success.

Akebono obtained Japanese citizenship in
April 1996. In February 1998, at the opening
ceremony of the Nagano Winter Olympic Games, he
performed sumo’s dohyo-iri (ring-entering) ceremony,
representing the people of Japan.

Akebono faced great hardships when he
jumped into sumo. Japanese customs are often
difficult for Westerners to understand, particularly the
traditions so important to the sumo world. At his
retirement press Akebono said, “When I first came to
Japan, it felt as if I had come to a completely different
world. I was lucky enough to experience things most
people don’t get a chance to experience. It was hard,
but I’m glad I did it. I have no regrets. I have pursued
my career as a Japanese rikishi. I learned many
things, including Japanese etiquette and endurance.”

AKEBONO SAYS
GOODBYE

T
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Yoko Owada will tell you that she is an
ordinary person — that only while she is on
stage with her flute does she take on the
multifaceted dimensions of a world-class
musician. To be sure, there is a universal

thread in her everyday interactions with her family.
But anyone who can play the way Yoko Owada does
will never be ordinary.

When Yoko was very young, she studied
with the famous French flutist, Aurelle Nicolet. “I
can teach you something about Western music,” he
told her, “but I can’t teach you anything about
Japanese music.” And Japanese music was always
a part of who Yoko was. She did not agree with
those who felt that the heart of classical music, is
and must be, European. “I thought that for the
future of music, we would have to change that
attitude,” she says.

She began to experiment with the quality of
the notes and the spaces between the notes as she
learned to play traditional Japanese flute music. At
the same time that Yoko was developing a more
“universal” style, people kept trying to box her in.
“Someone said to me, `You are Japanese, so please
don’t play Western music.’” At another time, she
was invited to play in an Islamic country. One of
the concert organizers, however, asked her not to
play any Christian music during the concert.

“I think we must not allow nationalities or
regional perceptions to limit music,” she says.
“Musicians create from somewhere deep inside. As
a Japanese, I believe that if you have sensibility,
you can find beauty in even the tiniest flower.
Beauty is central to my music. I connect
spontaneously to beauty with my music, not in a
systemized or institutional way. I am Japanese, but
that does not place limitations on what I do
musically,” she adds. “My base is Japan. if I didn’t
have that foundation with my family and my
people, I couldn’t be what I am. I love Japan very
much. If I had been born American, I would love
America and I would be a different person. My
music would be different.”

She pointed out that Mozart was Austrian,
but he composed a concerto for French people in
Paris. “He didn’t care who played his music, I’m
saying that Mozart’s music is universal because of
the connections he made with it at a deep level, a
level that transcended national borders.”

CREATING MUSIC
“DEEP INSIDE”

At one point in her career, Yoko went alone
to a mountain retreat to prepare for a special
concert. It was during that time that she developed
the unique energy that she uses to play Japanese
pieces. That was also when she realized she would
have to use that same energy to play Western
music. “From then on, my flute was filled with the
energy I found in the mountains, plus several years
of exploration I’d made of the connection between
the spirit and music. Knowing about that
connection is one thing,” she says. “Doing is
another. To know takes time. To do takes more
time.”

“I cannot play the shakuhachi as well as I
can play the flute,” she says. “Years ago, only
temple monks of the highest rank were permitted to
play the shakuhachi. Before playing, monks had to
meditate and prepare themselves through long
discipline and meditation. Now, anyone can play.
In the old days, monks brought forth real sounds
from the shakuhachi only after many years of
internal training. Maybe shakuhachi players would
not approve of the way I play their sounds on my
flute, but what’s important to me is the feeling I get
from my connection to my spirit as I play these
sounds,” she says.

Shakuhachi sounds are very different from
classical flute sounds, she points out. “Westerners
want a very fine clear sound from their flutes, But
the very deep breathing that is a part of shakuhachi
playing allows you to make a sound like smoke, or
like something is being broken up. It’s not a pretty
sound by Western standards. The purposes of the
shakuhachi and the flute are totally different.
When you play the flute with an orchestra, it’s just
music. But as a solo instrument, the flute is
capable of producing sounds that arise from the
spirit of the musician. I never wanted to be limited
to just the shakuhachi or just the flute — I wanted
the sweet, the harsh, and the spiritual. I wanted to
use a Western instrument to create a universal
sound.” The flute is honest, she says. “It says
everything about what a person thinks and feels,
much more than the voice does. It is like a
perfectly reflecting mirror.”

“People spend both time and money with us
at concerts, so one of my missions as a musician is
to help audiences remember the important things
they’ve lost in the midst of their busy lives,” Yoko
says. She succeeds.

• Carol Marleigh Kline, is a freelance writer in
Washington, D.C. who lived in Japan for 11
years. Next month she will write about “Japan
in Victorian America.”

Y
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While television cartoons are popular all
over the world with young people, in Japan
the desire to be a voice actor in such
cartoons or in foreign movies that are
dubbed into Japanese has been growing. The

swelling ranks of aspiring voice actors are the result
of two factors:  Greater familiarity with the
occupation through cartoon watching, and an
increase in career opportunities as singers or
television personalities, after working as voice
actors. There are now a number of training schools
and courses for voice acting, including those for
middle and high school students.

There are currently an estimated 1,500
voice actors in Japan. However, only a handful have
been successful in establishing a name for
themselves. Even so, there seems to be no end to
the number of young people who dream of becoming
the star of an animated series. At a special-training
school in Osaka, the voice-acting program has about
250 students, most wanting to star in cartoons.
Every time there is a new hit anime series or movie,
the number of applicants jumps. 

Because of the recent increase in demand
for multitalented voice actors, students must also
take lessons in singing, dance, and drama. The
school believes that even after students graduate
and join a talent agency, they may or may not be
able to find work. And in addition to fundamentals
like speaking correctly in a well modulated voice, it
teaches students to keep a positive outlook to make
a good impression.

A Kyoto radio station has developed a
unique way of lending support to aspiring young
actors. Since May 2000, the station has been
creating and broadcasting a 10-minute radio drama
on Saturday nights featuring young voice actors. It
began with five actors chosen by audition. The
audience votes for their favorites, who change two or
three at a time depending on the results. The
director says there are many talented voice actors
who never get a big break and the program offers
them an opportunity.

Introductory courses for voice acting have
also appeared, targeting middle and high school
students. A course that opened in Tokyo in January
allowed 20 students to dub their voices into an
anime. The students were all very excited, but the
instructors were not as enthusiastic, offering such

candid comments as, “a voice isn’t enough,” the
stories are outlines and require “imagination,” one
needs to do “a number of different voices,” and
study is required to improve the reading of kanji
(Sino-Japanese) characters.

Voice acting was once a largely anonymous
profession, limited to radio dramas and foreign
films. Public awareness was nearly nonexistent until
the advent of television. The influx of TV programs
and movies from overseas required more voices in
order to dub the dialogue into Japanese. But what
really placed the services at a premium was the
growing popularity of animated cartoons. When they
became a staple of prime time TV, opportunities for
voice actors skyrocketed. Then came feature-length
cartoon movies. As those did well at the box office,
popular actors were hired to do the voices, further
increasing interest.

The opportunities in this field have
continued to grow. No longer limited to dubbing
voices for cartoons and foreign films, they can now
do narration for commercials, work as disk jockeys,
make recorded announcements for buses and train
stations and other activities. With some of them
going on to enjoy success as singers or TV
personalities, it is no wonder that so many young
people are excited.

Although still relatively unknown in this
country, recognition and opportunity for American
voice actors is increasing as more and more amime
makes its way to the U.S.

“VOICE ACTING”
IS NEWEST CRAZE

W Popular Japanese musician, Kitaro, accepts the Grammy
for Best New Age Album for his newest recording,
“Thinking of You,” at the 43rd annual Grammy Awards
in Los Angeles, Feb. 21.  (AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian)


