
Ambassador Kato: I was born in 1941 and came to understand 
baseball at the age of 7 or 8, as my two elder brothers taught 
me about the game. Baseball was the sport in Japan at that 

time, even ahead of sumo wrestling, and no other sports were more 
popular. To me, and many Japanese kids at that time, some Japanese 
baseball star players were like demi-gods.  When I started playing 
baseball it was sandlot, or even less. At that time Japanese kids played 
baseball on the corner of the park, the street, in the alleys, the school 
yards, in between classes and after school -- wherever there was 
some time and space. We had no gloves and played bare-handed. 
When winter came, northern Japan was very cold, and we couldn’t 
play baseball. So I invented my own way of enjoying baseball. I took 
some chestnuts in late autumn and I just picked up a stick and hit 
them; just like T-ball. My two elder brothers taught me that way 
beyond the Pacific there were far greater players; Joe DiMaggio, 
Ted Williams, Stan Musial and others. We had no mass media at that 
time and no TV. Only very occasionally did I have a chance to see a 
column or two in baseball-related magazines, that Ted Williams had 
won the batting title, that Mickey Mantle won the Triple Crown in 
1956 or that Joe DiMaggio, Babe Ruth and Lou Gherig had visited 
Japan in 1934. So that is where my dream began.
Boswell: Did you have one favorite player as a child?
Amb.: In Japan, Tetsuharu Kawakami, a left-handed hitter for the 
Yomiuri Giants was the favorite, especially among the children. He 
was known for his red bat at that time. Later it was prohibited, but at 
that time he was using a red bat. 

Boswell: Are Japanese fans mostly interested in Japanese baseball 
or do they watch American games?
Amb.: Now, many Japanese baseball fans are interested in the 
Major Leagues. They can watch the games on the TV, actually better 
than I can here in Washington as far as the New York Yankees and 
Seattle Mariners are concerned. Before that, yes there was 80 percent 
interest in Japanese games, and about a 20 percent interest in the 
Major Leagues. Of course, shortly after the Second World War, and 
up until 1957 to be exact, baseball was very much a game that 
only interested men. However in 1958, Shigeo Nagashima of the 
Yomiuri Giants emerged as a major star. In the next year, 1959, the 
famous Sadaharu Oh also joined the Giants, the duo changed the 
equation significantly. Baseball caught on as an interest of both 
men and women, who hadn’t been interested in baseball before.
Boswell: Do you remember the first game you saw?
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The Ambassador then 
continued: It was in Tokyo 
in 1953. The Yomiuri Giants 
played the Kokutetsu, National 

Railroad, known as the Swallows at the 
time. There was a side-armed pitcher in 
Japan, whose name was Ohtomo, of the 
Giants. He threw a shutout. There were no 
American players in Japan. In 1953, a second 
generation, Nisei (overseas) Japanese, 
Wally Yonamine, joined the Yomiuri Giants 
from Hawaii. He used to be with the San 
Francisco 49ers, but broke his shoulder 
and turned to baseball instead. He really 
changed Japanese baseball. He brought 
speed, stealing bases and sliding with 
spikes high, he even stole home. He was 
similar to Ty Cobb, and brought a fresh new 
sense of aggression to Japanese baseball. 
Then five years later in 1958, Shigeo 
Nagashima came along. He had the flash 
of Mays and the grace of Joe DiMaggio. 
After Yonamine joined the Giants, the game 
really changed, and that is why he has been 
inducted into the Japanese Baseball Hall 

of Fame. Now it’s in a home run period. 
Here you had Mark McGuire and Sammy 
Sosa. In Japan, Tuffy Rhodes, who played 
for the Chicago Cubs, hit 55 home runs in 
our 140-game season two years ago. Alex 
Cabrera, who played just for a year or two in 
the Majors, went to Taiwan and then Tokyo, 
made a big breakthrough and hit 55 home 
runs last season, which is a record, tied with 
Sadaharu Oh.

Boswell: What about the Japanese players 
in America?
Amb.: There are more and more every year. 
The big star now is Hideki Matsui of the 
Yankees. In Japan they watched every one 
of his games on TV. He has been known 
for his power, but his defense and fielding 
were much better than expected. He is a 
nice man and a smart one too. In adjusting 
to the American game, he played for the 
team. He knows how to hit to the opposite 
field and that RBIs are more important than 
home runs.
Boswell: Is it typical of Japanese to be team 
players?
Amb.: Robert Whiting once wrote that the 
ratio of sacrifice bunts in Japan exceeds 
that of U.S. baseball by three to one. So they 
do put emphasis on team play in Japan. 
Take for example, the Yomiuri Giants, by far 
the most popular baseball team in Japan. 
They have two or three stars and the other 
players are enthusiastic in supporting them; 
sort of like in the military. The aircraft carrier 
is supported by the accompanying ships. 
Each has different missions, and the players 
from the beginning are oriented that way. 
So it seems to be fairly smooth in Japan.
Boswell: What is the history of baseball 
in Japan and what is there about it that 
appeals to the culture?
Amb.: This year we are celebrating the 
150th anniversary of Commodore Perry 
sailing to Uraga harbor near Tokyo, in 1853. 
That particular visit opened up Japan. 
Until then, Japan had secluded itself from 
the world for nearly three centuries. Perry 
opened Japan. Since then, 150 years have 
passed. Out of these 150 years, there have 
been 140 years of a baseball relationship 
between Japan and the U.S.; organized 
baseball was in place in Japan by 1877. 
Culturally speaking, baseball is just right for 
the Japanese. The length of the game, the 
number of innings, the number of players, 
the rules, the tactics, such as stealing bases, 
mean that sometimes you can be very 
tense, and at the same time you can still 
feel relaxed. That is just right for Japanese 
people.
Boswell: Do you think we’ll ever see a trans-
Pacific championship?
Amb.: I hope so, but realistically, U.S. teams 
have a long regular season of 162 games, 
and then there’s the post-season so there is 

little time for a series.
Boswell: Have you discussed baseball with 
President Bush?
Amb.: After Sept. 11, the President threw 
out the first pitch of game three in the 
World Series. There was a great atmosphere 
at Yankee Stadium, and it was rather cold 
and wet, but the President came out in his 
jacket and he fired the ball to the catcher. 
When I presented my credentials to him a 
couple of days later, I told him, “Your fast 
ball was excellent, it gave hope and courage 
not just to the new government in America, 
but to the Japanese and to the world.” He 
said, “Didn’t I throw like Warren Spahn?” “Yes 
you did sir,” I replied, and then remembered 
that Warren Spahn was a left-hander. 
George Bush is a right-hander, therefore he 
looked to me more like Tom Seaver. But I 
didn’t say that. Then another thought came 
to mind, Warren Spahn came up very late to 
the Major Leagues, and he threw very hard. 
So maybe the President referred to that.
Boswell: Do you think Japanese baseball is 
going in a good direction?
Amb.: In some sense, I feel it has changed, 
for the better and in some sense for the 
worse. The high salary problem in American 
baseball may come to Japan. While soccer 
is becoming more popular and Japanese 
baseball is loosing great players to the U.S. 
and many fans have mixed feelings about 
this. On the one hand, it’s good to see their 
heroes playing well in the Major Leagues, 
but on the other hand, the local teams, 
without stars are less attractive. They must 
keep cultivating new resources.
Boswell: Any final thoughts?
Amb.: In Japanese baseball, I would change 
two things. I would not allow fans to use 
noisemakers, and megaphones, which are 
particularly terrible in domed stadiums. They 
are waving flags and those in the bleacher 
seats simply can’t enjoy the game. I would 
ask the TV stations to cover the game until 
the end, as they cut them off at a particular 
time regardless of the situation on the field. 
I also wonder about the custom of playing 
the National Anthem before each game in 
the U.S. All of a sudden, everyone stops, and 
the players, umpires and fans stand upright 
and sing the National Anthem and then 
the game starts. That is really good and I 
wonder how it started.

2
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POLICY WATCH

During his visit to Tokyo on Nov. 16, U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld, in a joint news conference with Minister 
of State for Defense Shigeru Ishiba, thanked the Japanese 

government for the many billions of dollars in financial aid it has 
pledged for Iraq’s reconstruction and its support for the war against 
terrorism in both Iraq and Afghanistan.  He said the foundation of the 
U.S.-Japan defense relationship remains strong. Japan is the key to the 
U.S. defense strategy in Asia where 47,000 U.S. troops are stationed, 
along with South Korea, where there are about 37,000. Japan is home 
to the U.S. Seventh Fleet, including the only aircraft carrier based 
permanently outside the United States, and the 374th Airlift Wing at 
Yokota Air Base north of Tokyo is the U.S. Air Force’s only air transport 
group of its kind in the Far East. “I can say this: The United States 
government is not going to make any arrangements with any other 
country,  that would in any way undermine our security agreement 

with Japan,’’ he said. The Secretary visited the Kadena Air Base in 
southern Japan, and said that the accelerated plan for restoring self-
rule in Iraq does not mean U.S. troops will withdraw anytime soon. 
Rumsfeld also met with Governor Keiichi Inamine of Okinawa, the 
southern island where a majority of the 47,000 Japan-based U.S. 
troops are stationed, and visited with U.S. troops, including Marines 
at Camp Foster, home of the 3rd Marine Division. Okinawa has long 
requested a reduction of the very large American troop presence on 
the small island prefecture.  For the joint news conference on Nov. 16, 
see www.defenselink.mil/transcripts/2003/nov2003.html
• On Nov. 18, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Asian Affairs James 
Kelly met with several officials in Tokyo including Minister of State for 
Defense Ishiba and Foreign Minister Kawaguchi, as he wrapped up a 
three-nation tour to coordinate policies on the North Korean nuclear 
dispute. A six-nation conference including Japan, the U.S., China, Russia 
and the two Koreas met in August in Beijing with the participants 
reiterating their desire to resolve the crisis diplomatically.  “Resolving 
the matter diplomatically and peacefully does not mean accepting 
everything (North Korea) says,’’ Ishiba stated. ”If it tries to benefit 
from nuclear weapons, and weapons of mass destruction, missiles or 
threats...then that is not acceptable.’’

• Meanwhile, following the killing of two Japanese diplomats in Iraq on 
Nov. 30, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi said that Japan continued to 
be committed to humanitarian and reconstruction support for Iraq. “If 
we withdraw because we say there is no place that is safe, we have been 
beaten by the terrorists,” the Prime Minister said. He also told Parliament, 
“We will not give in to terrorism, we will not give in to terrorist threats.” 
U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell telephoned Foreign Minister Yoriko 
Kawaguchi, as did U.S. Ambassador to Japan Howard Baker, to express 
the condolences of the American people for the tragic death of the 
two diplomats. Foreign Minister Kawaguchi expressed gratitude for 
Secretary of State Powell’s expression of sorrow and told him that Japan’s 
basic policy to actively support the reconstruction of Iraq and the fight 
against terrorism will not be changed. Paul Bremer, Administrator of the 
Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq, called Japan’s Charge D’ Affairs in 
Iraq Tsukasa Uemura, and U.S. National Security Advisor Condoleezza 
Rice, Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage, and Deputy Defense 
Secretary Paul Wolfowitz all separately called Ambassador Kato to pass 
on their condolences as well. In late November Japan dispatched a 10-
member fact-finding mission to Iraq to survey what contributions it 
might be suitable for the country to make.
• In early November, the Japanese and U.S. Navies conducted 
annual exercises mobilizing 25,000 personnel, 80 ships and 170 
aircraft around Japanese shores. During the 10-day maneuvers, 
the Maritime Self Defense Forces joined the Seventh Fleet to 
simulate anti-submarine, air defense and anti-ship tactics. Among 
the Japanese vessels participating was the 7,250-ton Kirishima, a 
destroyer equipped with the advanced Aegis air defense system.

JAPAN-U.S. RELATIONS; 
AN UPDATE

New Tax Treaty 
Benefits Both Sides
On Nov. 6, Japan and the U.S. signed the U.S.-Japan Income Tax 
Treaty that will greatly benefit U.S. companies investing in Japan 
and Japanese companies investing in the U.S. The new Treaty 
replaces the existing one that has been in effect for more than 
30 years. Experts say the Treaty will strengthen the economic 
relationship between the world’s two largest economies by 
ending the 10 percent withholding tax now imposed on royalites, 
and dividends paid by Japanese subsidiaries to their U.S. parent 
companies, and by U.S. subsidiaries to their Japanese parents. The 
new Treaty requires that Organization for Economic Cooperation 
& Development (OECD) Transfer Pricing Guidelines be applied to 
transfer pricing issues between affiliated companies operating 
in both countries and that domestic transfer pricing rules may 
be applied only if consistent with the Guidelines. “This Treaty 
will remove tax barriers for U.S. companies investing in Japan, 
and for Japanese companies investing in the United States,” 
said tax lawyer Roger Mentz. “It will probably set a precedent 
for other treaties with Japan to encourage foreign investment, 
and assist in reaching the goal for additional foreign investment 
agreed to recently between President Bush and Prime Minister 
Koizumi.” The Treaty is subject to ratification by the U.S. Senate 
and the Japanese Diet.  The text can be found at http://
www.ustreas.gov/press/releases

EPA/Andy Raine



CULTURE IN JAPAN
One of the first things one 
might notice tucked in among 
all of the parked bicycles and 
telephone poles on many 

small streets in Japan are little displays of 
attractive and colorful food in front of the 
scores of restaurants. If one were to look 
closely, one would see that these aren’t the 
homemade versions of the dishes waiting 
inside, but actually something much more 
interesting. 
 Almost all the restaurants in Japan 
try various ways to attract customers 
into entering by making their places look 
inviting from the outside. Restaurant 
owners often display the restaurant’s food 
for passersby to see. Of course, making 
an example of each dish everyday would 
be cost-ineffective so exact plastic or wax 
replicas are displayed in the window or a 
glass case next to the front door.
 Things like sushi, pasta, French fries, 
mugs of beer, ramen and miso soup are so 
realistically portrayed that until one were 
to actually touch the item, one might not 
know that they were not real.  In some areas, 

a joke that might be played by coworkers 
on someone new to Japan would be to 
have the restaurant staff bring the plastic 
versions of food to the table. The individual 
in question, of course, is encouraged to eat 
the food and when he does the entire table 
erupts into laughter. 
 In Tokyo, tucked in between Asakusa, 
a popular tourist destination, and Ueno, is 
a district called Kappabashi, where nothing 
but restaurant-related supplies are sold. This 
area is said to have been established during 
the early Taisho Era (1912-1925), and has 
slowly transformed itself into the restaurant 
supply district it is today.
 Kappabashi is a place where a chef 
might go to purchase pre-made versions 
of food similar to what is served in his 
restaurant. Those wanting a custom display 
can order replicas made from a picture of 
their food, and high-end restaurants may 
even make the food as it is served, and 
courier it to a store in Kappabashi where it 
will be cast with plaster or clay, hand-colored 
and then molded into a lifelike variation.  
Other things sold range from table settings, 

knives and cooking utensils, signboards and 
just about everything one would need to 
open a restaurant of their own in Japan.

The existence of these food models 
is good for people visiting Japan for the 
first time. One can of course try to read 
the sign in front of a restaurant and figure 
out what dishes are served just by looking 
at the menu, but for those who can’t read 
any and all of Japan’s three alphabets, it 
is comforting to know that one can “get a 
clue” just by looking at display cases in front 
of the restaurants. So the next time you are 
in Japan, just look around on the streets, and 
you will see a world of color and culture that 
to many might go completely unnoticed.

As the holiday season 
approaches, many find 
themselves dreading the 
crunch of shopping, parties, 

and traveling. A few brave souls, however, 
take on an even more daunting duty on 
top of all of the aforesaid tasks. They are the 
Japan Exchange & Teaching (JET) Program 
Application Review Panel. About this time 
each year since 1986, they have gathered 
at the Embassy in Washington, DC to review 
the application process for prospective U.S. 
JET participants. I had the privilege to serve 
on this panel for the relatively short period 
of two years.

In recent years, the review panel has had 
over 25 members of varied backgrounds, 
each with either extensive experience in 
Japan or in a Japan-related field. Each panel 
member is assigned a large number of 
applications to review. Most take an hour to 
evaluate and the reviewers understand that 
all of the applications have to be given an 
equal, thorough assessment. So, in the spirit 
of the holidays, my gift will be some tips for 

would-be applicants for next year’s program.  
My humble advice:

Follow the directions; you’d be surprised 
how many applications are cut simply 
because the directions weren’t followed. 
Always write only “in the allotted space”, if 
so stated. Do not write, “see attachment” and 
staple a piece of paper to the applications, 
unless so stated.  Also, if the instructions tell 
you to send in copies, send in copies.

Make it easy for the reviewer and 
remember that your application may be 
#199 on someone’s list. The reviewer may not 
have the same fresh eyes as when reading 
application #1. I urge you to type. Make sure 
each question is clearly answered, even if it 
means repeating information you’ve already 
included. “See above” is not helpful.

More can be more: When you enter the 
requested information into the application, 
don’t leave anything out. For example, if you 
are unsure whether your part time job as a 
camp counselor counts towards “Teaching 
Experience”, write it anyway. You cannot lose 
points for information. Be clear and concise.

The essay, first of all, is limited.  Do 
not send in extra pages. Organize your 
thoughts clearly and use the space allowed 
to answer the questions in a concise 
manner. You are not applying to a small 
liberal arts college; you are applying to a 
professional educational exchange program. 
Also, avoid clichés; try not to use the words 
“cultural immersion” more than once in one 
paragraph… Good Luck.

Winston Floyd was a JET Assistant 
Language Teacher in Tongan City, Chiba 
Prefecture from 1999-2000.

Views of a JET
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He is known in the Pacific 
Northwest as the “The Great 
One” and in Japan as a 
baseball genius. I often use 

Ichiro Suzuki of the Seattle Mariners in 
my lectures as the man who validates 
many Japanese American pioneers in the 
1920’s and 30’s who weren’t physically 
very big, but played at a major league 
level. They never got to play in major 
league stadiums, but were valuable 
and treasured commodities in their 
communities and especially inside the 
barbed wire compounds of the detention 
camps during WWII.

Baseball was their savior mentally, 
physically and spiritually. Ichiro 
proves that regardless of ethnicity, if 

you have the heart, passion and tools, you 
can become a Most Valuable Player, inside 
and outside the lines of life.
 On July 8th, 2003, the Seattle 
Mariners were hosting a historic tribute 
to Japanese Baseball at Safeco Field. This 
event was a microcosm of the positive 
U.S.-Japan bridge of diplomacy, business 
and athleticism that has developed 
over almost one hundred and fifty years 
between both countries.
       Twenty thousand kanji (yakyu) 
baseball caps were given out to the 
40,000 fans that filled the stadium. Our 
exhibit, “Diamonds in the Rough” Japanese 
Americans in Baseball was on display at 
the concourse for its first outdoor viewing. 
During batting practice, Ichiro Suzuki hit 
seven out of ten pitches for home runs 
including a towering smash that went to 
the third deck of the stadium.
 Taiko music started the ceremonial pre-
game festivities. Principal Owner, Hiroshi 
Yamauchi, was royally acknowledged and 
the first Japanese American Executive 
in Major League Baseball Paul Isaki, 
was recognized for helping to build 
Safeco Field. Opera singer Fumi Takata 
eloquently sang the National Anthem to 
the appreciative fans. Japan Hall of Famers 
Choji Murata and Yutaka Fukumoto were 
presented with signed framed Mariner 
jerseys by Kazuhiro Sasaki and Ichiro 
Suzuki.
 Ambassador of Japan to the U.S., 
Ryozo Kato, stood tall on the pitchers 

mound looking at his catcher, all-star 
pitcher Shigetoshi Hasegawa. Ambassador 
Kato wound up with a high leg kick and 
gracefully threw a majestic pitch to 
Hasegawa. Players were announced in 
Japanese and English to give a sense of 
the experience of being at a major league 
game in Japan.
  Ichiro’s first at bat was an electrifying 
home run to the right field bleachers. 
With a 6-4 lead and two batters on base, 
Hasegawa came in to get the last four 
outs for the save and win. It was a perfect 
ending to a perfect tribute to culture, 
heritage, ambassadorship and the pure 
love of the game.
        In the early 1870’s, the genesis of 
baseball began in Japan. A woodblock 
print in 1874 describes baseball action in 
a Japanese history book, Shogaku Tokuhon 
(Primary School Reader). It demonstrated 
the popularity baseball had achieved in 
Japan only one generation after the game 
had been invented in America. Starting 
with the 1914 Seattle Asahi team, there 
was a steady flow of teams traveling the 
“Bridge Across the Pacific,” with teams 
from the United States going to Japan and 
the Japanese university teams competing 
in America. For some immigrants coming 
to America, putting on a baseball uniform 
was like putting on the American flag. 
Others wanted to prove how well they 
could play the game.
 Competing at a high level brought 
immediate respect and admiration despite 
racial barriers, religious beliefs or political 
affinities. There was no gray zone; it was 
very black and white in terms of the rules 
and provided a forum for racial equality, as 
baseball became the universal language 
for the salad bowl of cultures streaming 
onto the playing fields of America. 
 Conversely in Japan, baseball stadiums 
were cultural laboratories of sorts for 
studying the American style and ways. 
From its origins in schools and sandlots in 
the nineteenth century, baseball in Japan 
has grown to become a national passion 
as well as a major industry. While baseball 
was authentically Japanese, Nisei pioneers 
are interlinked with the proud history 
and legacy in Japan. Eighteen prewar 
Nisei pioneers played professional ball 
in Japan. Enshrined in the Japan Hall of 

Fame are Hisashi Koshimoto, Tadashi Bozo 
Wakabayashi and Wally Yonamine. Many 
of the Nisei from Hawaii, Washington, and 
California trail blazed on the fields and 
diamonds of Japan.
 The wave of world-class pitchers 
such as Masanori Murakami in the 1960’s 
opened the door for all-stars Hideo 
Nomo, Kazuhiro Sasaki and Shigetoshi 
Hasegawa. Wally Yonamine and Lenn 
Sakata pioneered as position players and 
helped pave the way for Most Valuable 
Player Ichiro Suzuki and all-star Hideki 
Matsui. Many major leaguers are enjoying 
extended careers in Japan as high salaried 
players as the bridge across the Pacific 
flows both ways. “Welcome to Japan 
and the United States, home of business, 
diplomacy and baseball.” 

For more, go to: www.Niseibaseball.com

Kerry Yo Nakagawa is an Author/
Filmmaker/Historian

Signing 
Another Star
In early December, The New York Mets 
signed seven-time Japanese League 
All Star and 1998 Pacific League Most 
Valuable Player, Kazuo Matsui, to a 
$20.1 million deal. The 28-year old 
shortstop will be the first infielder from 
Japan to start in the Major Leagues. 
The Mets principle owner Fred 
Wilpon’s son lives in Japan with his 
wife and they befriended Matsui and 
were instrumental in the Japanese star 
picking the Mets over other interested 
Major League teams.

“WELCOME TO SEATTLE, HOME OF ICHIRO” 

Maureen Atkins, Seattle Mariners

– SAID A SEATTLE 
BUS DRIVER
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Five Friends from Japan
Children’s Exhibit

Five Friends from Japan: Children in Japan Today is an exhibit 
created by The Children’s Museum of Boston and Capital Children’s 
Museum of Washington, DC. Five Friends from Japan will open in 
Boston at The Children’s Museum from January 11 to May 17, 2004. 
It will then travel to Capital Children’s Museum in Washington, DC 
from November 4, 2004 to February 16, 2005.

The exhibit introduces visitors to childhood in contemporary 
Japan through the eyes of five children. A typical Japanese 
elementary school classroom and five different home and family 

settings allow children to compare and contrast their lives and 
environments with those of children in Japan. 
 Those visiting this exhibit will have a chance to meet Sakiko 
and learn about her bedroom, the clothing and comics she likes, 
and much more information meant to convey current pop culture 
of children in Japan. There will even be a chance to try on typical 
Japanese attire.

Visitors will also meet Shoko and have a look at her living room. 
The western-style room is furnished almost like such rooms in the U.S. 
Visitors can listen to and create different types of Japanese music, and 
learn about her family and their Japanese sweets, or wagashi, shop. 

In Ken’s bedroom, with tatami reed mats instead of carpet or 
wood flooring, visitors can experiment with Japanese writing and 
learn more about traditional home architecture. Ken also has his 
entire baseball collection on display for everyone to see.

Visitors will get to take a tour of Aisa’s grandfather’s tofu shop. 
In this area, there is much to learn about Japanese cooking, eating 
habits, and the many kinds of food that Japanese people eat. Aisa 
will also give a demonstration of her performance in the annual 
traditional festival in her town.

Finally, visitors will get a chance to go on a tour of Yusuke’s 
family farm, as he describes his chores and shows his bug collection. 
Visitors will also be able to practice aikido with an instructor and see 
an example of a Japanese garden.

Five Friends from Japan: Children in Japan Today is funded by 
the Freeman Foundation and supported by the Association of 
Children’s Museums.

For more information please go to: www.bostonkids.org or 
www.ccm.org

“Nature’s Wisdom” is Expo Theme

The World Exposition will be coming to Aichi Prefecture in 
2005. This is the first World Exposition in the 21st Century in 
Asia and there is a lot of excitement around its planning. The 

theme will be “Nature’s Wisdom.”
 The inspiration for the EXPO revolves around the marvelous 
mechanism of nature and the power of life. Learning from the 
world’s vast collection of wisdom and methods of interaction with 
nature found around the globe, it hopes to bring the world together 
for the creation of a global society allowing the multitude of cultures 
and civilizations to coexist together.
 The Exposition, which will run for 185 days from March 25, to 
Nov. 27, 2005, is expected to draw participants from 122 countries 
and 8 international organizations, which will present displays with 
an environmentalist theme.
 Events for the Exposition will be located in Nagoya Eastern Hills, 
comprised of Nagakute town and Toyota and Seto cities. The most 
convenient airport is Central Japan International Airport, but access 
from both Tokyo to the East, or Osaka and Kansai Airport to the 
south is equally convenient.
 Some famous people born in Aichi Prefecture include the 
following: Tokugawa Ieyasu (1542-1616), shogun who moved the 
capital to Edo, now Tokyo, marking the start of the 250-year Edo 
Period; Ichikawa Fusae (1893-1981), a leading figure in the women’s 
liberation movement in Japan in the early 20th century, and, 
Tonegawa Susumu (born in 1939), the 1987 Nobel Prize winner in 
medical science and physiology. 

 EXPO 1970 was held in Osaka. Its theme of “Progress and 
Harmony for Mankind” was a resounding success, attracting more 
than 64 million people from around the world. More information 
on Expo 2005 Aichi is at: www.expo2005.or.jp/en/
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The two mascots are 
Kiccoro, the Forest Child, 
and Morizo, the Forest 
Grandfather.


