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Introducing Bunraku | The Art of Japanese Puppet Theater

Presented by JICC

Discover bunraku (32:; the traditional Japanese puppet theater) at our special

lecture and demonstration featuring the National Bunraku Theatre and Dr. Jyana

Browne.

o Dr. Browne will begin this event with an introduction to bunraku, followed by a
short demonstration by our guest artists. Attendees will learn about gidayi (£ &
> ; a style of chanted narration for bunraku) and have the rare opportunity to
engage in an exploration of bunraku puppetry. The event will conclude with a Q&A
session with Dr. Browne and our guest artists.

Don't miss this chance to experience the artistry and tradition of bunraku up
close!

MON, 6:30 PM

The National Bunraku Theatre is returning to the U.S. for the first time in two
decades. See two quintessential masterpiece scenes from their repertoire at the
Kennedy Center on Tuesday, October 8th, and Wednesday, October 9th, 2024.
Click here for more details. INTRODUCING BUNRAKU
The National Theatre's US tolur is produced and f)rgamzeq by Japan S.oclety, 10.2 THE ART OF JAPANESE
New York, under partnership with Japan Arts Council, which is supported, in part,

by Japan Cultural Expo 2.0, All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd., Kikkoman Corporation, PUPPET THEATER
and Suntory Holdings Limited. The program is alsc supported by the John and
Miyoko Davey Foundation and Takenaka Corporation.

ABOUT THE GUEST ARTISTS REGISTER FOR TICKETS

TOYOTAKE Yoshihodayu 2135 A% CLICK TU REGIS‘I’ R
TOYOTAKE Yoshihodayu is a narrator ( X % ; tayd). He apprenticed under

-/ TOYOTAKE Shimatayu in February 2003 (Heisei 15) and became a trainee of the
Bunraku Kyokai (Association). In May 2003, he adopted the name TOYOTAKE
Yoshihodayu and in September of the same year, he made his debut at the National Theatre. In
April 2021 (Reiwa 3), he became a disciple of the sixth-generation TOYOTAKE Rodayu. His
accolades include winning the 38th Bunraku KyGkai Award in April 2010 (Heisei 22), the 30th
National Theatre Bunraku Prize Encouragement Award in April 2011 (Heisei 23), and the 40th
Bunraku Kydkai Award in April 2012 (Heisei 24). Additionally, he received the Jusanya-Kai Prize
in June 2013 (Heisei 25), April 2014, and June 2014 (Heisei 26). In March 2015 (Heisei 27), he
was awarded the 43rd Bunraku Kyokai Award, and in March 2018 (Heisei 30), he received the

Osaka Cultural Festival Prize Encouragement Award. In April 2018, he was awarded the 37th
National Theatre Bunraku Prize Encouragement Award, and in July of the same year, he
received the Jusan'ya-Kai June Monthly Prize (Encouragement Award)

TSURUZAWA Kantaro £ % AEB

TSURUZAWA Kantaro is a shamisen (= % #%) player. In 1999 (Heisei 11), he
apprenticed under his grandfather, the seventh TSURUZAWA Kaniji. He debuted at
the National Bunraku Theatre in January 2001 (Heisei 13) under the name
TSURUZAWA Kantaro. In 2019 (Reiwa 1), he began studying under TAKEZAWA Sosuke. His
accolades include the 37th Bunraku Kyokai Award in April 2009 (Heisei 21) and the 39th
Bunraku Kyokai Award in April 2011 (Heisei 23). In February 2012 (Heisei 24), he received the
Jusan'ya-Kai Prize, and in April of the same year, he was awarded the National Theatre Bunraku

Prize Encouragement Award. In September 2013 (Heisei 25), he received the Grand Prize at the
Osaka Cultural Festival, and in April 2014 (Heisei 26), he was awarded the 42nd Bunraku Kydkai
Award. In March 2015 (Heisei 27), he received the 43rd Bunraku Kyokai Award, and in April
2017 (Heisei 29), he received the National Theatre Bunraku Prize Encouragement Award.

In February 2019 (Heisei 31), he was awarded the Heisei 30th Sakuya-Kono-Hana Prize, and in
April of the same year, he was awarded the 38th National Theatre Bunraku Prize
Encouragement Award

YOSHIDA Minotaro & FEARE

YOSHIDA Minotaro is @ puppeteer ( A 638 L; ningyd tsukai). He apprenticed
under the third-generation YOSHIDA Minosuke in January 2000 (Heisei 12) and
became a trainee of the Bunraku Kyokai. In April 2000, he adopted the name
YOSHIDA Minotsugu and debuted at the National Bunraku Theatre. In July 2016 (Heisei 28), he




assumed the title of the second-generation YOSHIDA Minotaro at the National Bunraku
Theatre

His accolades include the 40th Bunraku Kyokai Award in April 2012 (Heisei 24) and the 45th
Bunraku Kydkai) Award in April 2017 (Heisei 29). In March 2020 (Reiwa 2), he received the
Osaka Cultural Festival Prize (First Division) for the first year of Reiwa (2019).

ASSISTANTS

Kiritake Monyoshi T8
Kiritake Kansuke 117 &i7}
Yoshida Tamanobu =HEZE

ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Jyana Browne
a Jyana S. Browne (she/her) is Assistant Professor of Premodern Japanese
Literary and Cultural Studies at the University of Maryland. Her areas of research
include early modern Japanese performance; Japanese puppetry; the integration
of new technology into traditional theatre; and the intersections of performance, sexuality, and
embodiment on stage and in everyday life. While living in Japan for her dissertation research,
she studied gidayl chanting with TAKEMOTO KoshikyS and performed as part of the 100th
Greater Japan Amateur Chanting Association Performance at Torigoe Shrine in Tokyo.

This event is free and open to the public, but registration through Eventbrite is required. Doors
open at 6:00PM. The program begins at 6:30PM. No admittance after 6:30PM or once seating
is full.

Registered guests will be seated on a first-come, first-served basis. Please note that seating is
limited and registration does not guarantee guests a seat.

To modify your registration, please email jicc@ws.mofa.go.jp. Your registration is not
transferable.

PHOTO & VIDEO POLICY

The Japan Information & Culture Center (JICC), Embassy of Japan reserves the right to use any photograph/video taken at any event sponsored by JICC, without the expressed
written permission of those included within the photograph/video. JICC may use the photograph/video in publications or other media material produced, used or contracted by
JICC including but not limited to: brochures, invitations, newspapers, magazines, television, social media, websites, etc. To ensure the privacy of individuals and children, images
will not be identified using full names or personal identifying information without written approval from the photographed subject, parent or legal guardian. A person attending a
JICC event who does not wish to have their image recorded for distribution should make their wishes known to the photographer/videographer, and/or the event organizers.
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