
At the closing press conference of the Group of Eight (G-8) 
summit meeting in Okinawa July 23, host Prime Minister Yoshiro
Mori said he strongly hopes the results will contribute to further
prosperity in the world. “We were able to have a meaningful G-8
summit meeting toward the 21st century,” Mori said. “I would

like to express my gratitude.” The Prime Minister said he was especially
satisfied that in its forward-looking global agenda the summit addressed
information technology (IT) and the so-called “digital divide” between
rich and poor nations and debt relief for developing countries. In its
final communique the G-8 declared that “a new era dawns” and
pledged to work toward a new century of “deeper peace of mind and
greater prosperity.” They recognized that prospects for global economic
growth have improved; agreed on action to ensure world growth by 
utilizing new technologies; believed Japan’s economy is showing signs of
recovery and that it should continue domestic demand-led growth and
structural reforms to increase productivity; expressed concern about
increases in world oil prices; attached importance to the reform of the
International Monetary Fund; are committed to resolve military conflicts
which prevent poverty reduction and delay debt relief and take action to
fight abuses of the global financial system, such as money laundering.
By concentrating on debt, health and education the G-8 pledged to
halve the number of those living in extreme poverty by 2015. The group
also discussed international developments and Mr. Mori hailed the
recent rapprochement on the Korean Peninsula as “historic.” Also, on
July 28 it was announced that the Prime Minister will visit Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan and Nepal August 19-26.

(see page 2)
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Group of Eight leaders, left to right, British Prime Minister Tony Blair, President Clinton, Canadian Prime
Minister Jean Chretien, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, Prime Minister Mori, Russian President
Vladimir Putin, European Commission President Romano Prodi, Italian Prime Minister Giuliano Amato and
French President Jacques Chirac assemble for a  group photo in front of Shuri Castle in Naha city,
Okinawa, July 22. (Summit Photo  Japan)
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PRESIDENT CLINTON’S ADDRESS
In Okinawa, the President visited the Cornerstone of
Peace Park memorial in Itoman, which includes the
names of 237,318 people killed in the 1945 battle.
With Governor Keiichi Inamine at his side, the

President said, “I am very honored to be the first
American president to visit Okinawa in 40 years.”
Noting that the G-8 summit was addressing the
future, he said “I wanted to come first to this place,
that speaks so powerfully in silence about the past, to
remember those who lost their lives here, to honor
what must have been their last wish that no future
generation ever be forced to share their experience or
repeat their sacrifice.”

The Battle of Okinawa lasted more than 80
days he said, noting that more than 100,000 Japanese
and 10,000 American soldiers died. “But the 
heaviest tragedy by far fell on the people of Okinawa
themselves,” he said, with one-third of the civilian
population lost. “Every life lost was a life like yours
and mine, a life with family and friends, with love
and hopes and dreams,” he said.

Addressing Okinawan concerns, the
President said, “Today, governor, I want to reaffirm to
you and the people of Okinawa, we will keep all our
commitments and we will continue to do what we can
to reduce our footprint on this island. We take 
seriously our responsibility to be good neighbors...”
In the meantime, he continued, “there is more that

we can do together to bring the benefits of peace and
prosperity to this part of Japan. I want the world to
see Okinawa not just as a battle in the past but as
Bankoku Shinryo, a bridge between nations...The
message of hope and reconciliation embodied in this
beautiful memorial and the remarkable friendship
forged by the U.S. and Japan give us hope that we
can build bridges over all the troubled waters of the
new century...In closing The President quoted an
1879 Okinawan poem: “The time for wars is ending,
the time for peace is not far away. Do not despair.
Life itself is a treasure...”

MORI, CLINTON 
IN ACCORD COALITION WINS ELECTION

On July 4 Prime Minister Mori was formally 
re-elected by the Diet, with 284 of the 479 votes
cast in the lower house, and 133 of the 242 votes
cast in the upper house. This followed elections
held June 25 in which his Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) and coalition partners the New
Komeito and New Conservative Party retained
their majority. The vote was called after Mr.
Mori stepped in as prime minister in April
replacing the late Keizo Obuchi.

In Okinawa, Prime Minister Mori also met
bilaterally with world leaders. In their 45
minute session, he and President Clinton
welcomed the resolution of telecom and 
host-nation support for U.S. troops issues.

Mori and Clinton also agreed to extend for another
year the Japan-U.S. Enhanced Initiative on
Deregulation and Competition Policy, a framework of
bilateral deregulation dialogue. 

On telecom, Prime Minister Mori talked
about the agreement as not only a benefit for foreign
companies but also for the development of the
Japanese information technology industry.

The two leaders mainly concentrated on
security matters while reaffirming the importance of
the U.S. military’s presence in Japan. Mori began by
thanking Clinton for his speech at the Cornerstone of
Peace Park. He said he was grateful for the tribute to
victims of the Battle of Okinawa and for promising to
reduce and consolidate the U.S. military presence in
Okinawa by implementing all the recommendations
made by the Special Action Committee on Okinawa
in December 1996.

The two reaffirmed their commitment to
implementing the guidelines compiled in the 1996
final report by the Special Action Committee, which
sets out a 27-step process of consolidating bases for
the 26,000 U.S. troops in Okinawa to reduce the 
burden on local citizens.

Clinton deplored the recent series of
incidents involving U.S. servicemen in Okinawa but
emphasized his belief that most servicemen are good
neighbors. A recent agreement reducing Japan’s
support for labor and private utility costs incurred by
U.S. forces in Okinawa was also welcomed.

The two decided to retain the basic 
framework of the Special Measures Agreement
(SMA), which expires in March 2001 and sets out the
legal basis of Japan’s spending on host-nation 
support. The revised SMA will be signed at a
September meeting of the Japan-U.S. Security
Consultative Committee.

In response to a question by Mori about a
North Korean plan to scrap its missile development
program in exchange for space technology, Clinton
said that proposal needs to be explored further.
Althought te G-8 issued a satement welcoming the

reconfirmation  of a moratorium on North Korean
missile launches, President Clinton expressed 
caution on the matter.

I



EMPRESS DOWAGER, TAKESHITA

More than 1,000 ambassadors, politicians and
other dignitaries attended the funeral of Her
Majesty the Empress Dowager July 25 at a 
temple in Tokyo. Hundreds of people lined up
outside the temple grounds to pay their respects.
The late Emperor’s wife was 97. And, Hundreds
of people gathered at a Buddhist temple in
Tokyo June 21 to mourn Noboru Takeshita, one
of Japan’s influential politicians. Takeshita, who
died at age 76, was the son of a sake brewer
who served as premier from 1987 to 1989 and
the mentor of many succeeding prime ministers. 
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STRONG SUPPORT
IN U.S. POLL

An annual poll commissioned by the Foreign
Ministry shows that U.S. opinions toward
Japan continue a positive trend –– with
strong approval of the two nation’s 
cooperative relationship. As in previous years,

both the general public and opinion leaders in the
U.S. see Japan favorably, regard it as a dependable
ally, strongly back the Japan-U.S. security alliance
and support Japan’s role internationally.

The percentages of respondents with a
favorable opinion of Japan reached their highest 
levels since the question was first asked in 1995,
both of the general public (43 percent) and of 
opinion leaders (79 percent). A full 87 percent of
opinion leaders and 60 percent of the general public
responded that Japan is a “dependable ally or
friend” of the U.S.

On the present level of cooperation between
the two nations, 42 percent of the public responded
“excellent” or “good,” and 81 percent of opinion
leaders agreed, a large jump from last year’s 63
percent. On future relations, 49 percent of the 
general public said relations “will improve.” This
view was shared by 35 percent of opinion leaders.

Regarding the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty,
there is overwhelming support among Americans,
with the level remaining at last year’s all-time high
of 84 percent, with 86 percent of opinion leaders 
agreeing. With respect to the Japan-U.S. security
alliance’s importance to the security of the United
States itself, an all-time high 87 percent of the 
general public responded that it is “very important”
or “somewhat important”; 85 percent of opinion 
leaders shared this positive view.

When asked which nation in Asia is the most
important U.S. partner, Japan headed the list by 53
percent of the public and 72 percent of opinion 
leaders. Following Japan were China and Russia.

On economic and trade relations, there were
significant drops in the percentages of respondents
choosing “improving economic/trade relations” as the
method that would most help improve bilateral ties,
with 69 percent of opinion leaders (down 6 points)
and 46 percent of the general public (down 7 points)
making that selection.

When asked whether Japan is playing a
significant role in international affairs commensurate
with its economic power, 67 percent of the general
public (same as last year) and 59 percent of opinion
leaders (up 4 points) responded affirmatively.

A

NEWS DIGEST

• ALBRIGHT HONORED.
On July 30 Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright visited the city of Miyazaki, 560
miles southwest of Tokyo for a ceremony 
naming an auditorium in the city’s new civic

center after her. She also paid a half-hour courtesy
call on Prime Minister Mori n Tokyo before returning
to Washington.
• NORTH KOREA PROGRESS.
Foreign Minister Yohei Kono met with his North
Korean counterpart Paek Nam-sun July 26 in
Bangkok at an ASEAN Regional Forum. The two
sides made a joint announcement which emphasized
their intention to establish good neighborly relations,
and have agreed to implement their 10th round of
normalization talks in Tokyo August 21-25.
• SUMMIT WITH THE EU.
Prime Minister Mori, met in Tokyo on July 19 with
Jacques Chirac in his capacity as President of the
European Council and other officials of the European
Commission in the 9th Summit between Japan and the
European Union (EU). Foreign Minister Kono,
Minister of International Trade and Industry Takeo
Hiranuma, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo
Abe, and the Europeans discussed strengthening
Japan-EU relations and a broad agenda of other issues.
• PUTIN DATES SET.
Russian President Vladimir Putin will make an 
official visit to Japan Sept. 3-5 to seek progress on
signing a peace treaty between the two nations by
resolving the Northern Territories issue. In an 
interview in Moscow July 11, Putin said Japan and
Russia are “natural partners” as direct neighbors.

A



considering building cars at plants run by its partner
Mazda Motor Corp., Japan’s fifth-biggest automaker.
Production could begin as early as 2002. Mazda is
also looking at using Ford plants in Europe, a key
shift for the export-dependant automaker.
• TOP SELLER. Honda has claimed Japan’s top
selling car spot for the first time, with its remodelled
Odyssey minivan, ousting rival Toyota which has led
for more than a decade. Japan’s second largest
automaker sold 14,639 Odyssey vans in June, some
450 more than Toyota’s subcompact Vitz, also known
as the Yaris in Europe. Toyota, which commands
more than 40 percent of Japan’s market share, has
held the top spot since March 1987.
• SONY TARGETS. Sony said it will launch two
new handheld computers in Japan on Sept. 9, and in
the U.S. later this year. Sony set a monthly output 
target of 100,000 of the new “personal entertainment
organizers,” which will retail for $510 with a 
black-and-white display and $555 for a color-version.
The devices use software developed by Palm Inc.
Along with the PlayStation home game console, 
digital television set-top boxes and the Vaio personal
computer, mobile computing is considered a strategic
piece of Sony’s drive to home digital networks.
• WIND, SOLAR POWER.
Japan’s electric power industry has unveiled a 
program that will allow customers to contribute to a
wind and solar power promotion fund when they pay
their electricity bill. The electric power utilities will
match their customers’ contributions with equivalent
donations of their own. The fund will be used to 
subsidize wind and solar energy, considered an 
effective means of curbing carbon dioxide emissions.
The government has pledged to trim emissions of
greenhouse gases by six percent by 2008-2012.
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The Bank of Japan upgraded its view of the
economy July 19, saying that corporate profits
and business investment continue to increase.
It also said that the unemployment rate fell in
May and that workers’ incomes rose for the

first time in 11 months. 
Some other developments:
•  CABLE TV. Japan’s two biggest cable TV
operators have announced plans to merge, a move
set to ally the forces of AT&T and Microsoft in the
country’s cable Internet business. Jupiter
Telecommunications, 50 percent owned by AT&T
unit Liberty Media, and Titus Communications Corp,
60 percent owned by Microsoft, will merge on Sept.
1. The tie will herald a shake-up in Japan’s 
promising but underdeveloped market for 
high-speed Internet access.
• BANK SOLD. A U.S. investment fund led by
Wilbur L. Ross bought its second Japanese bank June
27, giving it a foothold in Japan’s two biggest cities.
The state-run Deposit Insurance Corp (DIC) said that
Tokyo Sowa Bank, a second-tier regional bank that
went bankrupt, has signed an agreement with the
Ross-led Asia Recovery Fund on the sale. The 
Ross-led fund will pay $331 million for Tokyo Sowa.
• NASDAQ JAPAN. The exchange, which opened
June 19, predicts that the number of listed firms will
climb to 60 by the end of the year from the current
nine. Nasdaq Japan was launched jointly by Japan’s
Internet investor Softbank and the National
Association of Securities Dealers (NASD) –– parent of
the U.S.- based Nasdaq –– as a new section of the
Osaka Securities Exchange (OSE).
• BROKERAGE PROFITS. Nikko Securities,
Japan’s third-biggest brokerage, reported a 20 percent
profit rise for the second quarter, despite gloomy
forecasts for the sector. Nikko, owned 20 percent by
Citigroup, said its group netprofit rose 22.4 percent
year-on-year to $272.8 million for the quarter, with
revenues up 18.5 percent. Underwriting revenues at
Nikko Salomon Smith Barney, a joint-venture formed
with Citigroup, helped trigger the 4.5-fold jump in
Nikko’s sales and underwriting commissions.
• SETTING STANDARDS. Toshiba and 22 other
Japanese consumer electronic and software firms said
July 13 they have agreed to cooperate in developing
Linux-based operating systems (OS) for digital 
electronics products. The move aims to create
industry-standard operating systems for use in items
such as mobile phones and car navigation systems.
• FORD/MAZDA. Ford said July 18 that it was

BUSINESS WATCH
JAPAN-U.S. TELECOM

ACCORD
Japan and the U.S., the world’s two largest 
trading partners, agreed July 22 to cut the
Nippon Telegraph and Telephone (NTT) 
interconnection rate when other telecom firms
connect to its nationwide network of tele-
phone lines. Washington had argued the rates
were too high, choking competition and
Internet-led growth. Under the agreement,
NTT’s interconnection rates to local lines will
be cut by 20 percent over a  two-year period
with further cuts in the third year.
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The Japan National Tourist Organization
(JNTO) is a non-profit division of Japan’s
Ministry of Transport, responsible for 
promoting inbound tourism to Japan. It runs
promotions and provides tourist information

for travelers visiting Japan through its “Explore
Japan”campaign. I would like to take the opportunity
to share a few items of interest with the readers of
Japan Now.

JNTO has launched a new North American-
based website, at www.japantravelinfo.com. This easy-
to-navigate site, offers information on U.S.-
and Canadian-based tour companies, festivals,
events, accommodations, travel tips, and special
interest travel. A large portion of the travel agent
manual is online. The entire “Japan Mini-guide” is
online. The “Mini Guide” is a 200-page travel plan-
ner that includes sections on recommended arts-and-
craft museums and pottery studios, as well as walk-
ing-tour maps to Tokyo and Kyoto and itinerary 
planners for popular day trips from Tokyo –– such as
Kamakura and Mt. Fuji.

“We used to have to photocopy these pages
and mail them to travelers, now they can print them
from their home computer in color,” notes a JNTO
information officer.

The new website also offers special sections
for travel agents, meeting planners and journalists. In
the “For the Press” section, under “Helpful Japan”
there are links to numerous Japan-related websites
covering a range of topics from cuisine to golf. This
section, which contains recent press releases, is
accessible to everyone.

In March JNTO conducted an Explore Japan
Sweepstakes, which nearly 60,000 Americans entered,
either online or through newspaper coupon 
advertisements. Ten lucky respondents won a free
tour for two to Japan courtesy of JNTO and TBI Tours.

In June, JNTO and Osaka City hosted an
Osaka night and luncheon in New York. The Mayor of
Osaka spoke to media and travel agents about the
Seven Most Important Points to know about Osaka
(details available upon request), and Mr. Norman
Elder, CEO of Universal Studios, Osaka spoke about
the development of this new Asian theme park which
will open to the public in the spring of 2001.

The planned inaugural for the new Osaka
Maritime Museum, which just opened on July 15,
2000, was also a highlight, as was the continued
enthusiasm about Osaka’s bid for the Summer
Olympics in 2008. JNTO now has an array of new
brochures and maps for Osaka City which are 
available free of charge.

On September 12 in Boston and September 14
in New York, JNTO will host a tourism mission from
Kyoto City. Ms. Diane Durston, Japan cultural
consultant and author of several books including The
Living Traditions of Old Kyoto will speak about the
traditional craftsmen and townspeople in the seven
historic districts of Kyoto City to travel agents, 
meeting and tour planners, and the press.

The mission will also bring along two 
authentic Maiko girls and their “older sister” who will
answer questions about their life and work. Since the
release of Arthur Golden’s book Memoirs of a Geisha,
there has been a fascination with Geisha among
Americans, and hopefully these Maiko will dispel
some of the myths and mystery.

The television game show Hollywood Squares
plans to feature an Olympics Week in September, and
a trip to Japan will be given away as prizes to a lucky
winner. Japan not only hosted the 1998 Winter
Olympics in Nagano but also the 1964 Summer
Olympics in Tokyo and the 1972 Winter Olympics in
Sapporo. The show will feature top celebrities and
Olympic athletes such as Bruce Jenner, Greg
Louganis, and Nadia Comaneci.

For anyone interested in Sumurai history there
is a fabulous opportunity coming up. In reliving
Japan’s “Civil War,” a reenactment, similar to ones in
the U.S., of the battle of Sekigahara will take place on
October 8. Sekigahara Living Picture Scroll 2000 will
mark both the world Millennium and the 400th
Anniversary of this historic conflict.

Just as they did on October 21, 1600, the
fields surrounding the now quiet, rural village of
Sekigahara (between Tokyo and Kyoto), will form the
backdrop for a battle between opposing armies of
Tokugawa Ieyasu and Ishida Mitsunari. A tour 
package assembled by Japan Airlines and the Japan
Travel Bureau can be booked by calling Pacifico
Creative Services, 888-727-8785 (outside New York
State), 212-850-7450 (within New York State).

From October 1-22, Mie Prefecture will host
Mie Sky Fiesta 2000, an aerial sports extravaganza,
with planned events including an air show, sky
exhibition and opportunities for visitors to watch
skydivers and take helicopter sightseeing excursions.
Of note this year, is that the event also incorporates
the 25th World Parachuting Championships in
Freefall and Accuracy Landing, which run from
October 6-15.

T
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Japan has been very active in the movement,
based under the U.N. Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), to preserve the world’s precious
cultural heritage which can never be

retrieved once lost. All the cultural heritage in the
world is the legacy of humanity as a whole, such as
traditional crafts, dance, music. Tangible cultural
assets, such as historic monuments and archaeological
relics are threatened by degradation or disappearance.

Recognizing the importance of preserving the
cultural heritage, the Japanese government has been
active in various forms to support the efforts of 
countries to preserve their cultural treasures.

UNESCO promotes international cooperation
for the preservation of cultural heritages through
international campaigns. Japan has extended 
financial support and technical assistance to 
campaigns for the Abu Simbel temple in Nubia
(Egypt), the Borobudur temple (Indonesia), and the
Mohenjodaro archaeological site (Pakistan). It has
also been very active in preserving the temples at
Angkor Wat in Cambodia.

In 1988, then Japanese Prime Minister
Noboru Takeshita declared Japan’s intention to
actively contribute to the preservation of the world
cultural heritage. Pursuant to his declaration, Japan
established in UNESCO the Japanese Trust Fund for
the Preservation of the World Cultural Heritage in
1989 and the Japanese Trust Fund for the
Preservation and Promotion of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in 1993. By the end of 1999, Japan had
contributed $35.6 million and $2.1 million, 
respectively, to these two trusts.

Japan also utilizes existing mechanisms, such
as cultural grant aid and cooperation of experts.
Furthermore, in 1992 Japan concluded the
Convention Concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage (the World Heritage
Convention), which is aimed at establishing a system
of international cooperation for the protection, 
conservation, and preservation of the cultural and
natural heritage as the heritage of mankind as a
whole. In accordance with this Convention, the World
Heritage Committee, consisting of 21 state parties,
has taken various decisions relating to the world 
heritage. Japan has been contributing actively in this
field, serving on this Committee for six years since
1993. In December 1998 the twenty-second meeting
of the Committee was held in Kyoto.

J

PROTECTING WORLD
CULTURAL HERITAGE

The countdown to the 2002 FIFA World Cup
is also in full swing with the unveiling in May of the
countdown board at JR Tokyo Station to mark two
years until the World Cup kicks off in Korea on May
31, 2002. Preparations for the big event are 
progressing on schedule at each of Japan’s ten World
Cup venues:  Sapporo, Miyagi, Ibaraki, Niigata,
Saitama, Shizuoka, Osaka, Kobe, Oita and
Yokohama, where the final game will be played and
the event will close on June 30, 2002.

International Ticket Sales for the World Cup
will commence on October 2, 2000, with prices for
international tickets as follows (depending on seat
location):  Round 1, $60-$150; Round of 16, $100-
$225; Quarterfinals, $125-$300; Semi-finals, $175-
$500; Final, $300-$750. Contact JNTO for more
details on ticket purchases.

There is plenty new going on around Tokyo
these days as well. Tokyo City has just launched a
new slogan and Logo:  Your Exciting Stage YES
T!KYO. The city has been undergoing incredible
development.

There is the recently completed Mark City in
Shibuya which includes upscale shopping, 
restaurants, and a new Tokyu Inn Hotel, and the 
Roppongi-Chrome Project, still under construction,
which will include a new Hyatt Hotel and the Mori
Art Center among other exciting venues.

Tokyo is also expanding its already extensive
subway system. Over the next few years there will be
faster and more direct links between the city’s 
different lines. A major development of the Toei 12
Line (renamed The Oedo Line) is currently under
way. Due for completion in December 2000, the
Oedo Line will provide a direct link between the
popular night spots of Shinjuku and Roppongi, then
on through Eastern Tokyo.

The first stage of this development –– linking
Shinjuku with Yoyogi and Kokuritsu Kyogijo –– is
already operational. A new subway line, the Toei 13
Line, is also under construction. When it is 
completed in 2007, it will link Ikebukuro to Shibuya.
Contact JNTO for more subway development details.

Japanese and American leaders have often
noted that far more Japanese visit and study in the
United States than the other way around.  Increases
of exchanges have become a high priority and JNTO
hopes to help. It maintains five offices in North
America with locations in New York (212-757-5640),
Chicago (312-222-0874), San Francisco (415-989-
7140), Los Angeles (213-623-1952), and Toronto
(416-366-7140).

• Marian Goldberg is Public Relations Manager
for the Japan National Tourist Organization.
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“Sanjuro”, made in 1962, was the last
Kurosawa Akira movie that had what was later
called “celebratory bloodshed,” that left 
audiences speechless –– not only with the
quantity of gore, but the amazing ways in

which it was produced. Mifune Toshiro plays a 
masterless samurai, Sanjuro, who is an unparalleled
swordfighter. The bad guy in the movie, Nakadai
Tatsuya, is strong-willed and almost as good a sword-
fighter as Mifune. In the final scene Mifune is leaving
town having outsmarted Nakadai, whose pride is
deeply wounded. Nakadai cuts Mifune off from departing,
determined to kill him, or die trying.

Mifune tries to get Nakadai to give it up,
saying that pride isn’t worth dying for. Nakadai
refuses to back down. Fortunately, the movie was in
black and white because when Mifune’s definitive
sword slash bursts forth on screen, almost too fast to
see, the outcome is truly startling.

To make the incredible effect Kurosawa
placed a container of pressurized chocolate syrup
under Nakadai’s kimono. As Mifune’s sword slices
through Nakadai, the device explodes in a violent, eye
popping fountain of blood. Nakadai falls dying, his
eyes already vacant, while his body turns with the
momentum of the blow from Mifune’s sword.

“Sanjuro” would have been difficult for
audiences to accept in color. And of all the hundreds
of movies that fans may see –– and forget –– in a 
lifetime, that one scene between Mifune and Nakadai
can never completely disappear from memory.

Western directors have been trying to 
duplicate the sense of amazement that one scene
created. They have duplicated the quantity of gore,
and in color, but they have never duplicated
Kurosawa’s style. It was built on maximum effect
with seemingly minimum effort. Kurosawa stood
head and shoulders above his peers and frustrated
them all by making it look so easy. And it was that
style and creativity, in partnership with Mifune’s 
acting and powerful screen presence that made these
movies unique. 

In 1980, in answer to growing criticism of
grisly scenes in his earlier movies, Kurosawa 
decided to change course. He called his adventure
into out-and- out violence an “experiment” which
would not be repeated. Only a Kurosawa could have
continued to make movies that said what he wanted
to say, but with a new, and very Japanese sense of
restraint.

KUROSAWA  HAD A
UNIQUE STYLE

Kurosawa was having trouble finding backers
in Japan, so Americans Francis Ford Cappola and
George Lucas helped him raise money for his film,
“Kagemusha”. Kurosawa did not totally give up the
clear depiction of blood in this film, but he was 
daring when it came to violence. With “Kagemusha”,
Kurosawa would demand that his audiences now take
an active part. They would have to fill in the gaps
with their imaginations when extreme violence was
called for.

In one scene, the audience is permitted to see
everything that leads up to a terrible confrontation
between two warring forces –– but not the 
confrontation itself. After a decisive battle, the 
winning side burns down a castle sheltering the
losers, roasting its inhabitants alive. But the camera
only shows the backs of the conquerors on a hill
above the castle as they watch what’s going on below. 

A terrible, fiery light glows over what the
audience knows is the castle, a light that rages and
feeds on everything inside. Kurosawa had come up
with a powerful, original way to depict horror, and to
force his audiences to work for every scrap of 
excitement.

“Ran” (1985) was Kurosawa’s last samurai
epic. Again, he was having difficulty finding 
backers, so the French came up with the money.
This movie was his last success. “Ran” was based
loosely on a 16th century Japanese story, but more
directly on “King Lear”, although Lear’s daughters
become sons. One of the most striking scenes in the
movie is the razing of the Third Castle. All five of
Kurosawa’s cameras are trained on the action inside
and outside the castle. The extraordinary thing is
that all of the natural sound is muted. 

The audience hears only music, making the
on-camera savagery almost abstract. I remember
being so caught up in the action that I never even
noticed that there was no natural sound.

John Ford is the American director to whom
Kurosawa is most often compared. The emphasis on
spectacles and action, and the ability to compose a
scene artistically placed them into their own 
category. Kurosawa admitted Ford’s influence, but
while others inspired him, it was Kurosawa’s own
connection to Japanese themes that allowed him to
awaken the world to Japanese cinema and develop
the technical approach of the use of special lenses,
camera placement, and his own approaches to 
editing. There will be other fine Japanese directors,
but never another Kurosawa Akira.

• Carol Marleigh Kline, is a freelance writer in
Washington, D.C., who spent 11 years living in
Japan. Next month she will write about
“Western Hands, Eastern Spirit”.
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In March, the Japan Foundation published
the results of its 1998 Overseas Japanese-
Language Education Organization Survey.
The survey found 27,611 instructors teaching
Japanese to 2,102,103 students at 10,930

institutions in 108 nations and seven regions around
the world. This is the first time that the number of
foreign students of Japanese has topped 2 million.
But the survey only counted students attached to
learning institutions; the actual number, including
those studying Japanese on their own from radio and
television would have been much larger.

The Japan Foundation had made a similar
survey in 1993. In the intervening five years, the
number of institutions offering Japanese instruction
grew by 60.7 percent, instructors by 31.3 percent,
and students by 29.5 percent. Also, Japanese lan-
guage education was newly started in 21 countries.

The nations and regions with the largest
numbers of students were South Korea (948,104),
Australia (307,760), China (245,863), Taiwan
(161,872) and the U.S. (112,977). Together they
make up 85 percent of the world’s students of
Japanese. One out of every 48 South Koreans and 59
Australians studies Japanese. The ratio of students to
total population in other significant nations are
1:5,011 in China and 1:2,359 in the U.S.

Comparison with the 1993 survey shows that
in the top 10 nations and regions, numbers of 
students increased in Australia (by 170 percent),
Taiwan (280 percent), the U.S. (220 percent), and
Thailand (180 percent), while decreasing in China
(by 2 percent), Indonesia (26 percent), and Brazil
(9.2 percent). Among other nations, numbers of
students grew three-to-four fold in Mongolia,
Vietnam, and Sri Lanka. It is interesting to note that
70 percent of the Japanese instructors abroad are not
native speakers of Japanese.

A total of 6,280 elementary and middle
schools in 53 nations and five regions have Japanese
in their curricula, and 1,381,077 of their students
(about 70 percent of the total) are taking Japanese.
Higher educational institutions with Japanese as a
specialty or elective subject number 2,221 in 86
nations and six regions, where 457,700 (about
20 percent of the total) are studying Japanese. In
addition, 2,429 non-school organizations in 91
nations and two regions furnish Japanese classes to

263,256 students. Japanese is studied by people of
all ages and professions, in diverse educational 
institutions and cultures.

Audio-visual aids are widely used in the
classroom, and are employed by about 80 percent of
the institutions surveyed. One notable change since
1993 is that the number of institutions using 
computers in Japanese teaching has tripled.
Problems shared by the many institutions are a lack
of appropriate teaching materials, facilities, 
equipment, and information on learning aids and
methods. Elementary and middle schools expressed
problems with students not being serious
enough, many institutions of higher learning 
complained about a lack of instructors, and 
non-school institutions most often noted a declining
number of students.

Executive Vice President of the Japan
Foundation Tahara Akiyuki says, “The number of
students studying Japanese abroad has increased
from the 1993 survey, but the rate of increase has
slowed. It is essential to improve incentives to 
promote Japanese-language study so that 
understanding of modern Japan and Japanese culture
will be further enhanced.”

• This article was excerpted from Look Japan
(7/2000). “Survey Report on Japanese-Language
Education Abroad 1998” is published by the Japan
Foundation. To order, contact the Government
Publications Service Center, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, tel (81)-3-3504-3885, fax
(81)-3-3504-3889.

STUDY OF JAPANESE
SOARS WORLDWIDE

I A student practicing calligraphy in class.  Japanese is now studied, in increasing
numbers, by people of all ages around the world.  (Japan Foundation)


