
WIN FOR NEW ERA OF REFORM

In July 29 elections for the Diet’s Upper House, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi led his Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) and its coalition partners to a convincing victory. He said the vote was a
mandate for the sweeping reforms he promises. “The people showed how much hope they have
in our reforms,” he said, “so we must do our utmost to implement them.” In a phone call,
President Bush said the vote shows “public support for Prime Minister Koizumi’s reform agenda.”
Also, on Aug. 10 the LDP re-elected Mr. Koizumi for a new term as Party president, assuring him
the tenure as Prime Minister he will need to carry out his programs. (AP Photo/Naokazu Oinuma)

September 8 marks the 50th anniversary of the signing of the
San Francisco Peace Treaty that formally ended the second
world war, admitting Japan’s return to the international
community and marking the start a of new age of Japan-U.S.
friendship and cooperation to work together for peace and

prosperity in Asia and beyond. The Japan-U.S. Security Treaty,
concluded the same day, has served as the cornerstone for peace and
stability in the Asia-Pacific region. The democracy and market
economy have yielded unparalleled levels of prosperity for citizens
of both nations, now the No.1 and No.2 economies in the  world.
Working together, they have crafted an ambitious “Common
Agenda,” which commits them to close collaboration on a vast array
of global problems, from research and education to eradicating the
poverty and diseases that afflict more unfortunate nations and
peoples. The unprecedented trans-Pacific partnership between
Japan and the United States has led directly to the emergence of the
“Era of the Pacific,” which has seen the growth of Asia as an
economic powerhouse and the shift of the U.S. from a euro-centric
nation to one whose interests increasingly lie in the Pacific Basin.
Former U.S. Ambassador to Japan Mike Mansfield’s statement that
the “Japan-U.S. bilateral relationship is the most important in the
world bar none,” has proven not only accurate but prophetic to the
great advantage of Japanese and Americans alike. With the new
administrations of Prime Minister Koizumi and President Bush both
committed to further strengthening this unique partnership,
expectations are high that the two nations can accomplish even
greater things together in the half-century that lies ahead.

see page 2 
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Basin.  In June, the two leaders agreed on the
importance of strengthening their security dialogue
and set the direction of future cooperation on
security issues, based on continued implementation
of the Guideline for Defense Cooperation through
intensified security consultations at all levels.

The importance of the forward U.S. presence
was reaffirmed, and the President thanked the
Prime Minister for Japan’s ¥660 billion in host-
nation support for U.S. forces based there. 

They also took up the issue of reducing the
burden of U.S. forces on the citizens of Okinawa
Prefecture, through the steady implementation of
the SACO (U.S.-Japan Special Action Committee on
Okinawa) process, which both leaders agreed was
essential for strengthening the alliance.

They further agreed to continue close
consultations on missile defense. With respect to
the President’s call for exploring a new approach to
deterrence, the Prime Minister responded that

Over the last half-century Japan and the
U.S. have shared a common respect for the
values of freedom, democracy and human
rights. The relationship between the two
countries provides the foundation for

Japan’s prosperity as well as for the overall peace
and stability of the Asia-Pacific region. Yet,
instability and uncertainty still remain, and it is
vital that the U.S. maintains its involvement in the
region. In a joint communiqué issued at the Camp
David Summit on June 30, both Prime Minister
Koizumi and President Bush agreed upon the
importance of strengthening their strategic
dialogue, cooperating closely on global issues and
commencing new economic initiatives. 

Since the beginning of the Bush
administration, there have already been two
Summits (March and June), and President Bush
will be visiting Japan in October.  Secretary of State
Colin Powell met Foreign Minister Makiko Tanaka
on June 18 and discussed missile defense,
Okinawa-related issues and global warming. At the
Bush-Koizumi Summit in June, the two leaders not
only reaffirmed the importance of maintaining and
strengthening the Japan-U.S. relationship, but also
built up trust. 

• THE SECURITY ALLIANCE
As reconfirmed by Prime Minister Koizumi and
President Bush during their talks at Camp David,
the Japan-U.S. Alliance has served successfully not
only in ensuring Japan’s security, but also in
functioning as the foundation for peace and
stability in the Asia-Pacific region, where
instability and uncertainty still exist even after the
Cold War. 

Efforts have been made by both countries to
enhance the credibility of their security
arrangements and to ensure their effectiveness.  At
the summit meeting in 1996 between then Prime
Minister Hashimoto and President Clinton, the two
nations issued the “Japan-US Joint Declaration on
Security Alliance for the 21st Century,” which laid
the basis for the future posture of the alliance,
exemplified by the New Guideline for Defense
Cooperation in September 1997.

The new Bush administration’s policies
emphasize relations between the U.S. and its allies,
particularly Japan and countries of the Pacific

WORKING TOGETHER 
ON MANY ISSUES

O
U.S. OPINION POLL GIVES

JAPAN HIGH MARKS

The favorable image of Japan and Japan-U.S.
relations of the American public and opinion
leaders remains strongly positive and at high
levels and has been sustained over the past
several years. That is the result of the 2001
survey of American opinions toward Japan.
• The public’s view of the need to maintain the
Japan-U.S. Security Treaty (85 percent) and its
importance “for U.S. security interests” (89
percent) are at historically high levels, as are
opinion leaders’ beliefs that Japan plays “an
important role commensurate with its economic
strength” (61 percent).
• Of the general public, 61 percent “consider
Japan as a dependable ally or friend,” as do 85
percent of opinion leaders. Seventy four percent
of opinion leaders had a positive view of U.S.-
Japan cooperation in general, and 72 percent of
opinion leaders and 49 percent of the public
agreed that Japan is “the most important partner
of the U.S. in the Asian region.”
• On the “degree of mutual understanding
between the people” of the two nations, 76
percent of the public and 75 percent of opinion
leaders believe it to be “good” or “fair.” On
“Japan-U.S. relations in the future,” 84 percent
of the public and 86 percent of the opinion
leaders believe that they will improve, or not
change, both increases over last year. The poll
had a margin of error of +/-  3 percent.
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Japan understood this approach, and he reaffirmed
the importance of continuing joint research with the
U.S. on ballistic missile defense technology.

• COOPERATION ON GLOBAL ISSUES
Japan and the U.S. have also been working together
to tackle major global problems for many years. The
two countries launched the “Common Agenda for
Cooperation in Global Perspective” (the Common
Agenda) in July 1993. The aim was to jointly seek
solutions to such problems as environmental
degradation, overpopulation, and damage from both
natural and man-made disasters. 

The Common Agenda rested on four pillars:
promoting health and human development;
responding to challenges to global stability;
protecting the global environment; and advancing
science and technology. These pillars encompassed
initiatives in 18 specific areas. And under the
Common Agenda, a public-private partnership has
been formed to enhance cooperation with the
private sector, including non-governmental
organizations (NGOs).

At the June 30 Summit, Prime Minister
Koizumi and President Bush, recognizing that these
past cooperative efforts of the two countries had
been successful, agreed to further expand their
cooperation on global challenges.

In the area of infectious disease such as
HIV/AIDS, President Bush took the lead in
pledging U.S. cooperation to the Global Health
Fund, which was followed by Prime Minister
Koizumi, who announced Japan’s contribution to the
Fund on the occasion of the June 30 Summit
meeting. 

In the field of the environment, both leaders
also shared an understanding of the seriousness of
the challenge posed by climate change, and joint-
governmental consultations are now being
conducted.

• ECONOMIC RELATIONS
As the first and second largest economies in the
world, which share approximately 40% of the world
GDP, the U.S. and Japan have responsibility for the
growth and stability of the global economy. At the
June 30 Summit, the Prime Minister and the
President agreed on the “U.S.-Japan Economic
Partnership for Growth.” 

It’s objective is to “promote sustainable growth
in both countries as well as the world by addressing
such issues as sound macroeconomic policies,
structural and regulatory reform, financial and
corporate restructuring, foreign direct investment, and
open markets as well as by providing a structure for

KEY EVENTS IN THE JAPAN-U.S.
50-YEAR PARTNERSHIP

• 9/8/51, Signing of the San Francisco Peace
Treaty and the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty

• 8/13 /52, Japan joins the IMF
• 4/2/53, Signing of the Treaty of Friendship,

Commerce and Navigation between Japan and
the U.S.

• 6/7/55, Japan joins GATT
• 12/18/56, Japan joins the U.N.
• 1/19/60 Ratification of the New Japan-U.S.

Security Treaty
• 4/28/64, Japan joins the OECD
• 4/5/68,  Return of the Ogasawara Islands
• 2/21/72, Joint Statement on the normalization of

the diplomatic relations between U.S and China
• 5/15/72, Return of Okinawa
• 9/25/72, Joint Statement on the normalization of

the diplomatic relations between Japan and
China

• 11/15/75, The first G7 summit ( Lanbuille,
France)

• 6/15/77, Establishment of the Japan- U.S
Businessmen’s Conference

• 11/27/78, Guidelines for  Japan- U.S. Defense
Cooperation

• 11/16/79, Establishment of the Japan-U.S
Economic Relations Group (Wise Men’s Group)

• 1/28/85, Agreed on the start of the Market
Oriented Sector Selective Talks (MOSS)

• 9/22/85, The Plaza Accord (revision of high
appreciation of dollar and low appreciation of
yen)

• 1987, The Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET)
program starts

• 8/3/88, Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act
• 7/14/89, Decided the start of the Structural

Impediment Initiatives (SII)
• 7/10/93, Agreed on the Framework Talks on the

Japan and U.S Economies
• 4/16 /96, Japan-U.S Joint Declaration on the

Security Alliance for the 21st Century
• 6/19/97, Agreed on the start of the Enhanced

Initiative on Deregulation and Competition
Policy

• 9/23/97, New Guidelines for Japan-U.S. Defense
Cooperation

• 6/30/01, The Partnership for Security and
Prosperity and U.S-Japan Economic Partnership
for Growth announced by Prime Minister
Koizumi and President Bush
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cooperation and engagement on bilateral, regional
and global economic and trade issues.”

The new structure is based on a “two-way
dialogue that enables either government to raise
issues of concern and interest,” with possible private
sector input and is designed to strengthen bilateral
economic cooperation.  The Partnership creates new
fora for cooperation, including the Sub-Cabinet
Economic Dialogue, the Private Sector/Government
Commission, the Regulatory Reform and Competition
Policy Initiative, the Financial Dialogue, the
Investment Initiative and the Trade Forum.

The “Fourth Joint Status Report” on the 1997
“U.S.-Japan Enhanced Initiative on Deregulation and
Competitive Policy,” was completed during the June
visit.  The two nations have cooperated on
deregulation measures under this initiative, and will
continue to under the new “Japan-U.S. Economic
Partnership for Growth.”  In their meeting, Prime
Minister Koizumi stressed to the President that he
was determined to carry out reforms. The President
restated his support for the Prime Minister’s reforms.
The two leaders also endorsed the launch of a new
round of trade negotiations in the WTO.

NEWS DIGEST 

TALKS WITH MYANMAR. Foreign
Minister Makiko Tanaka met with Myanmar
Foreign Minister Win Aung in Hanoi on July
26, and urged his military government to
release more political prisoners and promote

dialogue with Nobel Peace Prize winner Suu Kyi, who
has been under house arrest since winning elections in
1990. Tanaka said she told her counterpart that would
enable Myanmar to “return quickly to the international
community.” The two ministers were attending the
ASEAN regional forum meetings. In April Japan ended
its freeze on aid for Myanmar after it opened talks with
Suu Kyi.
• TALKS ON OIL. Japan’s Trade Minister Takeo
Hiranuma completed a Mideast trip on July 10 after
visits to Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Kuwait and Iran. The region provides 85 percent of
Japan’s oil, and the four nations’ account for 65 percent
of Japan’s crude imports. An international consortium
is being formed to develop Iran’s huge Azadegan oil
field. His trip comes amid calls to dissolve state-run
Japan National Oil Corp. (JNOC).
• WTO DELIBERATIONS. Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs Yoshiji Nogami and Ambassador to the
Permanent Mission to the International Organizations
in Geneva Koichi Haraguchi attended an informal
meeting with senior officials from the 141 World Trade
Organization (WTO) Geneva June 25-26. Discussions
were held on whether to launch a new round of trade
negotiations at the next Ministerial Conference in
Doha, Qatar in November. Deputy Foreign Minister
Nogami emphasized that a new round should be
launched and that the agenda should include trade
rules as well as liberalization.
• GOODWILL MISSION. Renowned actress and
best-selling author Tetsuko Kuoyanagi visited
Afghanistan in late July as Goodwill Ambassador of the
U.N.’s Children’s Fund (UNICEF). Following her week-
long trip she is expected to brief Prime Minister
Koizumi. Her high-profile visits to such places as
Rwanda, Iraq, Haiti and Kosovo have raised over $26
million for children, more than any other celebrity. Last
year she received UNICEF’s first-ever Leadership
Award for Children.
• INDONESIAN VOTE. On July 23 Prime Minister
Koizumi sent a congratulatory message to new
Indonesian President Megawati Sukarnoputri
recognizing the importance of Indonesia’s stability and
reaffirming Japan’s continuous support for Indonesia’s
reforms and territorial integrity.

T

• The U.S. Japan 21st Century Project of the
Japan Society of Northern California has
organized a commemorative ceremony on
the signing of the Peace Treaty at the War
Memorial Opera House in San Francisco
on Sept. 8. A variety of other events being
planned in San Francisco, starting a two-
day conference on the future of the U.S.-
Japan relationship on September 6 and 7
at the Sheraton Palace Hotel.  
See, http:// www.us-japan.org/jsnc/
welcome.html.

• In Washington DC, the Japan Information
& Culture Center plans cultural events for
the coming 2 months, such as an art
exhibition, a lunchtime video series,
movies and traditional dance
performances, starting with the potter
exhibition of the Living National Treasure,
Mr. Tatsuzo Shimaoka on September 6.
See, http://www.embjapan.org/jicc.html
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Japanese lifestyles have undergone remarkable
changes since the mid-19th century, when the
nation was swept by movements toward
Westernization and modernization following the
Meiji Restoration and the end of more than two

centuries of national seclusion. Further changes
occurred under the strong American influence after
World War II. Now, more than 100 years after the first
wave of Westernization, Japan almost looks like a
different country. But how different are Japanese
houses now, what has changed and what features
remain from days gone by?

To answer these questions Living Design
Center Ozone held its annual “Japanese and their
Homes” exhibition, March 10-April 8, on the theme of
Madori (floor plans). The exhibition highlighted
historical changes in Japanese housing by exploring 15
representative floor plans in use since the Meiji period
(1868-1912), using scale models, file photos and other
images. Here are a few of the floor plans featured:
Tsuzuki-ma. The home of the typical middle-class
family remained more or less unchanged from the
homes of samurai between the 17th and mid-19th
centuries. Generally it consisted of two or more rooms
of the same width, placed side-by-side and divided by
pairs of sliding doors, or fusuma. The sliding doors
could be left open or removed entirely creating rooms
of various sizes, or even one big open space for
wedding and funeral banquets. This floor plan was
known as tsuzuki-ma (literally “continuous room”) and
can still be seen in the dining halls of traditional
Japanese inns.
Interior Corridor. As Western culture and
modernization prevailed, the demand for personal
privacy and separate living space grew. One response
was to run a single hallway through the center of the
home, so that people could move from room to room
without passing through intervening ones. The interior
corridor, which is now common in many houses,
represents Japan’s first attempt to secure privacy for
family members.
Western-style Housing. While traditional Japanese
houses were being modernized with interior corridors,
real Western-style homes began to be introduced.
However, while completely Western on the outside,

most had a mixture of Japanese and Western-style
rooms on the inside, as people were reluctant to give up
the traditional Japanese lifestyle. Semi-Western houses
dominate in Japan to this day.
Wartime Housing. Japanese homes became
increasingly functional as the nation’s industries grew,
but World War II changed that. There were a series of
severe shortages as the fighting intensified. Under the
slogan of Zeitaku wa teki da (“Luxury is the enemy”),
Japanese strived to reduce consumption of food,
clothing and other necessities. Homes became smaller
and smaller. People were grateful just to have a roof
over their head.
During the Occupation. By the time Japan
surrendered in 1945, a third of all private homes in
Tokyo had been destroyed. Under the occupation, most
of the facilities and Western-style homes still standing
were appropriated to house military personnel. In
addition, Japan was ordered to construct 20,000 new
homes to house military families in buildings called
“Dependent Houses.” Many Japanese worked as
domestic servants and had a first-hand glimpse of the
American home. Their experiences helped to shape the
future of Japanese homes and lifestyles.
Dining-Kitchen Revolution. After the war, people
dreamed of living the American lifestyle. However their
homes and apartments were quite small. In order to
separate rooms for eating and sleeping, architects came
up with a combined dining room and kitchen. The
dining-kitchen proved a revolutionary influence on
Japanese housing and the status of women. In prewar
Japan, the kitchen was usually hidden at the back, and
the women who toiled behind the scenes seldom
appeared out in front. With the introduction of the
dining-kitchen, however, the kitchen was moved to a
much brighter part of the house alongside the dining
room. In an era when domestic servants were
increasingly rare, this new floor plan helped to reduce
housework and promote the entry of women into society.

These are only a few aspects of the exhibition,
but we can see how lifestyles, social trends and other
historical factors were reflected in housing floor plans.
Now women are joining the workforce in great numbers
and people are getting married later in life. With
Japan’s graying population and declining birthrate more
adults are living alone, sometimes forever. Looking
ahead, the exhibition suggested that future homes will
be more aimed at single individuals, but that many
aspects of traditional houses are likely to remain in
some form. 
* Living Design Center Ozone, (81)-3-5322-6500.

This article, by SAEKI Shizuka, is excerpted
from Look Japan, June 2001.

J

BY 
SAEKI SHIZUKA
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FORMULA 1 AT 16
Formula One (F-1) is the top motor racing
series in the world. It’s very popular in
Japan, as are all the levels of Formula
racing below it. Hayanari Shimoda, a

16-year-old high school student from Tokyo, took a
big step up the racing ladder when he made his
Formula Renault debut at Vallelunga Race Track in
Italy (30 kilometers north of Rome) this spring.
Juggling academics with a racing career isn’t easy,
but Hayanari is doing his best to keep up with his
school work — even while he competes around the
world.

He first fell in love with racing as a third
grader, when his father took him to Fuji Speedway
in Shizuoka Prefecture to see a race. Thrilled by
the action, he begged his parents to let him start
racing. He began practicing nearly every week
driving smaller race cars called karts at a track in
nearby Tochigi Prefecture. Hayanari made his
official competition debut as a 13-year-old in the
world of kart racing. Since then he has enjoyed a
string of successes. Soon he earned the right to
move up to the Renault series of Formula racing.

But Formula drivers have to be at least 18
years old in Japan, so now Hayanari is driving in
Italy, where 16 is the minimum age. It’s not an easy
commute, flying back and forth to juggle school
and driving, but he is doing well at his high school
in Kanagawa Prefecture. At the young age of 16 he

TRENDS IN JAPAN

F
is the first Japanese driver to compete on the
Formula Renault circuit, and he is well on his way
to realizing his dream of becoming a Formula One
driver by the time he is 18, which would make him
the youngest Japanese F1 driver in history.
• HIGH-TECH SWIM CHAMPIONSHIP
The World Swimming Championship ended in
Fukuoka, Japan July 29 a great success with eight
world records tumbling. Australian Ian Thorpe,
who won an unprecedented 6 golds, leading his
nation to victory over China and the U.S.
Competitors, credited the revolutionary design of
the pool at Marine Messe Fukuoka, which was the
first ever assembled specifically for a World
Championship. The pool was made of 162 plastic
panels and took technicians from manufacturers
Yamaha more than a month to assemble. It featured
an overflow deck which reduced the back-wash and
drag. Japan turned in its best performance at a
world championship ever, winning 9 medals and
finishing 11th. Upon completion of the races,
engineers immediately began dismantling and
packing away the unique plastic panels for future
use.
• YOUTH MAKING CAREER CHOICES
Given the great success enjoyed by Japanese
ballplayers in the U.S. such as Ichiro Suzuki,
young Japanese boys now rank baseball player as
their top career choice. Cook and restaurant owner
were ranked top among girls for the fourth straight
year, according to a nationwide survey (K-6G) by
Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Co. Soccer player
was the boys’ second choice, with scholar or
researcher at third. Carpenter, still popular among
boys, was fourth, cook or restaurant owner fifth, fire
fighter/rescue worker sixth, as officer/detective fell
from fourth to seventh place and airline pilot,
which dropped out of top ten made a comeback to
eighth, alongside schoolteacher and toy shop
owner. Among girls, cook or restaurant owner came
first, nurse and florist were second and third,
kindergarten teacher fourth and singer or television
personality fifth. A recent trend is that doctor has
dropped out of the best-ten rankings among boys

ANIMATED SUMMER HIT

One of the biggest movie hits of the summer
is the animated Metropolis, based on the late
cartoonist Osamu Tezuka’s 1949 original. The
film Director Rintaro, uses computer graphics
and cutting-edge technologies to create
realistic images, spectacularly portraying a
future world were men and humanoids live
together. The film, which portrays a Japanese
private detective and his nephew who tail a
notorious scientist to a future city called
Metropolis, cost $125 million and took five
years to make. Rintaro was a pupil of
Tezsuka’s who created Astro Boy, an animated
series depicting the peaceful coexistence of
men and humanoids that is known around the
world.

Ato, Nik and Kaz are proving wildly popular as FIFA World Cup™
Mascots, receiving nearly a million votes in a contest from soccer fans
around the world. Co-hosted by Japan and South Korea the first
match is just nine months away. (©1999 FIFA TM)
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The primary purveyor of middle-market
Japanese art and art goods in the Victorian
era was New York’s A.A. Vantine &
Company. The 1880 Vantine catalog fully
embraced the idea of Japan as a Shangri-La

of artistic taste that was supposed to offer an antidote
to the machine-driven, mass-produced lifestyle of
America. From the perspective of the 21st century,
flipping through the catalog is much like walking
through Alice’s Wonderland. Middle class Americans
were determined to decorate their homes with items
with a Japanese flavor, but they had no idea what was
authentic in the Japanese experience and what was
not. And it seems they did not really care as long as
it was made in Japan.

Some of the items in the catalog cost as little
as 8 cents, or as much as $17. Just as American
collectors had no real sense of what was unique and
artistically valuable in Japan, Meiji Japan was
equally at sea about Western taste and artistic sense.
Some of the Items that traveled from Japan to the
American market included lemonade sets, punch
bowls, Easter novelties (“Satsuma eggs”), chocolate
pots, and other oddities, items that made sense in
Nebraska, but which would have completely
perplexed a Japanese housewife. But they still sold.

The Vantine catalog also provided Americans
with products that did have roots in Japan such as
decorative wall scrolls, folding screens, paper
lanterns of all kinds, paper umbrellas, and other
items still popular today.

The largest-selling item, however, was the
artistic fan — to the point where it was rare in that
era to find a middle class family home in America
that did not have one. Vantine stocked more than 500
different styles of fans. Although it may be hard to
imagine that there could be that many different
designs, Japanese fan makers consciously avoided
the mass production approach to design.

In addition to Japan’s excellent marketing
techniques, as seen at the Philadelphia Centennial,
America was undergoing social and cultural changes
that encouraged the passion for things Japanese. Late
Victorians were becoming increasingly status
conscious, as the split between urban and rural and
polished and unpolished grew. Those who were on
the borderline between these divisions grew anxious.

Publications such as The Decorator and
Furnisher, The Art Amateur, Harper’s Bazaar, Godey’s

1880’S MODERNISM
AND “JAPAN CRAZE”

Lady’s Book, Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Weekly
Newspaper, and Atlantic Monthly were among many
general publications that brought the Japan idea into
hundreds of thousands of American households — in
addition to Aime Humbert’s Japan and the Japanese,
J. Jarvis’s Glimpse of the Art of Japan, and William B.
Griffiths’s Mikado’s Empire — all of which were
widely available and widely read. These and other
publications were pivotal in teaching members of
both the middle and elite classes how to attain
greater status through the inclusion of Japanese
decorative elements and touches in the home.

Those with money bought passage on ships
bound for Japan to do their shopping firsthand. For
wealthy shoppers who weren’t ready for too much
change, the comforts of home were provided in
Yokohama, the traditional port of entry for foreign
vessels. Yokohama became a kind of theme park,
with a mixture of East and West.

Proprietors from America, France, Great
Britain, as well as Japan, provided hotels that were
much like those found in the White Mountains of
New Hampshire, according to William Hosley in The
Japan Idea: Art and Life in Victorian America.

But when Americans go to see collections of
Japanese art from that era today, they do not see what
the Victorians saw. That’s because the advent of
modern art led to a war of sorts, one in which export
wares lost out to purists who expunged these items
from almost every major public collection. Hosley
says only the collection at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art is still intact, and even that collection rarely
shows many of the early items.

As Hosley says, “Since collecting Japanese
art was one of the major goals of American art
museums during the 19th century, it is small wonder
that the best treasures, the material that epitomized
the Japan idea, found its way early into public
collections. It is hard to believe that it is now almost
impossible to find any of the tens of thousands of
Japanese art objects that remained in the United
States after the Centennial.” The modernists were
determined to focus only on fine arts, not on the
applied industrial, and decorative arts that most
Americans of that era thought of when they pictured
Japan.

• Carol Marleigh Kline, is a freelance writer in
Washington, D.C., who spent 11 years living in
Japan. Next month she will write about “Art for
Art’s Sake.”

T
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DISASTER PREVENTION DAY
Many homes were busy preparing lunch at
11:58 a.m. on Sept. 1, 1923 when the Great
Kanto Earthquake struck Tokyo, Yokohama,
and surrounding regions taking the lives of

140,000. Sept. 1 was designated Disaster Prevention
Day in 1960 in order to help people prepare for
calamities. Another reason for choosing Sept. 1 is that
the date has been considered for centuries the start of
the typhoon season. Japan remains very prone to
earthquakes, as the Great Hanshin Earthquake that hit
Kobe on Jan. 17, 1995 and took 5,500 lives illustrated.
On Disaster Prevention Day emergency drills
organized by local governments are held throughout
the country. Some of these drills consist of office
workers ducking under desks to escape falling objects
and evacuating buildings. At many lower schools, Sept.
1 is the first day of school, so most carry out an
evacuation drill as part of the back-to-school
ceremony.
• NIHYAKU TOKA FESTIVALS
A day rice farmers await nervously each year is
Nihyaku Toka, which signals the start of the typhoon
season. Literally meaning 210 days, it falls on the
210th day after risshun, the beginning of spring on the
traditional Japanese calendar. Risshun usually falls
around Feb. 4, and so nihyaku toka is around Sept. 1.
Nihyaku Toka was formally added to the Japanese
calendar in 1686 by Astronomer Harumi Shibukawa
(1639-1715), who was commissioned by the
government to revise the official calendar. Waking up
one sunny morning, Shibukawa decided to go fishing
when an old boatman warned him that it was the 210th
day from risshun; the morning’s clear skies shortly gave
way to a thunderstorm. Many farming communities
developed festivals hoping to keep strong gusts on
nihyaku toka from destroying their crops. The most
famous is in the town of Yatsuo in Toyama Prefecture
near the Sea of Japan. Local residents dance nearly
nonstop for three days and three nights starting on
Sept. 1 to invite the evil spirits to join the dancing and
forget about causing mischief. An average of 27.8
typhoons form each year, of which 2.8 cross Japan. The
most destructive typhoon in history struck Ise Bay in
Sept. 1959, claiming 5,000 lives and destroying
800,000 homes. 
• OBSERVING THE EQUINOX
The autumnal equinox is the day the sun crosses the
equator from the Northern to the Southern

Hemisphere. By the modern Gregorian calendar, this
date usually falls on Sept. 23 or 24, when the sun rises
exactly in the east and sets exactly in the west, and
day and night become the same length in the Northern
Hemisphere. Japanese have traditionally called the
period around the autumnal equinoxes and vernal
(spring) equinoxes higan. It lasts for seven days; three
days prior to the equinox and ending three days after
it. Higan has Buddhist origins. It means the “other
side of the river of death,” the realm where the souls of
the dead dwell. To pray for deceased ancestors, visits
are made to the family grave. Bon in August is a time
when the souls of ancestors come to visit. On higan,
the favor is returned. Visiting the family grave usually
means cleaning the tombstone, offering flowers and
food, burning incense sticks and praying.
• RESPECT-FOR-THE-AGED DAY
Sept. 15 is a national holiday called Keiro no Hi, or
Respect-for-the-Aged Day. When it was first declared
in 1951 it was called Toshiyori no Hi, or old people’s
day. It was designated a national holiday in 1966, and
its name was also changed. Keiro no Hi is a day when
one shows respect to long-time contributors to society,
celebrates their longevity, prays for their health and
thinks about how welfare services can be improved.
Because the holiday is relatively new, there are few
customs associated with it. Cultural programs and
athletic events spotlighting the elderly are held, and
officials visit centenarians. Japanese have the longest
life expectancy in the world, and in 2000 the number
aged over 65 exceeded children under 15 for the first
time.

SEPTEMBER A BUSY
MONTH IN JAPAN

D Children don protective hats in a disaster drill. (Tokyo Metropolitan
Government)


