
The Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon that took the lives of 5,600 citizens from
over 60 different countries, with at least 24 Japanese among
the victims, left the world in a state of shock and grief.
Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of Japan

conveyed their heartfelt condolences and sympathy to U.S.
Ambassador to Japan Howard H. Baker, stating that they “are
deeply grieved that so many innocent lives were lost under tragic
circumstances in the United States.”

Speaking with President Bush on the phone Sept. 13, Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi relayed the condolences of the
Japanese people, and pledged to consider “the maximum degree of
what Japan can do” to help the international coalition formed to
fight global terrorism. On Sept. 24 and 25, the Prime Minister
visited the U.S. to express Japan’s support and cooperation in the
fight to eradicate terrorism. At the summit meeting on Sept. 25, he
explained the newly announced measures including logistical
support by Japan’s Self Defense Forces (SDF) such as medical
services, transportation, refugee relief and intelligence support, as
well as an economic aid package for Pakistan. He also explained
Japan’s diplomatic efforts toward the Islamic countries to
strengthen U.S. efforts to build up an international coalition
against terrorism.

The Prime Minister again showed his firm determination to
continue to advance structural reforms to rebuild Japan’s economy
and promised to continue close consultations with the U.S. and
other countries to prevent disruption to international and Japanese
economic systems.

Calling him a personal friend and a friend of the United
States, President Bush thanked the Prime Minister for coming all
the way from Japan and welcomed those measures as very
important contributions for the joint battle against terrorism.

Japan Now is online!
www.embjapan.org/jicc.html

OUTRAGE AT TERRORIST ATTACKS
AS JAPAN PLEDGES SUPPORT

Japan Information
and Culture Center,

EMBASSY OF JAPAN

C O N T E N T S

Japan takes immediate steps
The Prime Minister presents a seven-point
package to help the global coalition.            

Partnership renewed
On the 50th anniversary of the Japan-U.S.
Treaty, a new pact is signed.                        

News Digest
Partners with Philippines; anti-racism;
China in WTO; U.N. in Kobe.

Viewpoint
An academic’s observations on four
decades of working in Japan.                     

Beyond Differences 
As fast as it started, the Victorian Age
“Japan Craze” came to an end.

Trends in Japan
HIIA launch is great success.

Ambassador Yanai’s Message
After two years, the veteran diplomat
sums up the state of Japan-U.S. relations.

2

3

T

4

7
6

8

5

9/10S E P T / O C T 2 0 0 1

President Bush and Prime Minister Koizumi at the joint
press conference after their summit meeting on Sept.
25 (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds)
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•  DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS
The Prime Minister has also sent letters to the heads
of Saudi Arabia, Iran, Egypt and Qatar, asking for
their cooperation in building the international
coalition against terrorism. In addition, the
Government decided to send special envoys for
further consultation. Since Japan’s ties with Iran can
play an important role, the Prime Minister offered at
the summit meeting Sept. 25 to work closely with the
U.S in the diplomatic approach to Iran.
• MEASURES TO DISRUPT FINANCIAL
INFRASTRUCTURE OF TERRORISM
On Sept. 22 the Government took measures to freeze
and restrict the flow of money related to the Taliban
and some of the persons related to the terrorist
attacks, and will take further measures in concert
with G-8 countries.
• MOURNING AND SUPPORT
On Sept. 19, the Prime Minister conveyed to Amb.
Baker that Japan would donate $10 million to
emergency relief funds in the U.S. This donation was
made out of sympathy for the victims at large, and in
particular in respect for the policemen, firefighters
and emergency personnel who lost their lives. The
Japanese people also have responded with an
outpouring of expressions of sympathy and
condolences as well as support for the rescue and
recovery efforts. Many Japanese corporations,
individually, and collectively as members of the
Japanese Chambers of Commerce, have made or are
in the process of making substantial donations to
relief groups. Funds are also being collected in
Japan by non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
such as the Association of Medical Doctors in Asia to
support relief activities in the U.S. Japanese
elementary school students are sending gifts of 1000
origami cranes, which symbolize peace in Japanese
tradition, to students in New York schools. And, on
Sept. 23 the Government and the Japan-America
Society co-hosted a large assembly in Tokyo to
mourn and express condolences and sympathy of the
Japanese people for the victims of the terrorist
attacks and all other Americans.

Japan, as one of America’s main allies, has
announced that it will extend multifaceted
cooperation in the military, diplomatic and
intelligence fields in the aftermath of the
Sept. 11 tragedies, and will take appropriate

economic and financial measures.
• SEVEN IMMEDIATE MEASURES
On Sept. 19, Prime Minister Koizumi announced a
seven-point package of immediate steps to support
American efforts to combat terrorism. In order for
Japan to embark on some of these measures, it will be
necessary to enact legislation, which has already been
presented to the Diet for examination and approval.
1) Dispatching the Self Defense Forces (SDF) to
provide support, including medical services,
transportation and supplies to U.S. forces.
2) Further strengthening the protection of facilities
and areas of American forces based in Japan.
3) Dispatching SDF vessels to gather information.
4) Strengthening international cooperation including
information sharing in areas like immigration control.
5) Extending humanitarian, economic and other
assistance to affected nations including emergency aid
to Pakistan (see below) and India, which are
cooperating with the U.S. in this emergency situation.
6) Providing assistance to displaced persons, including
the possibility of humanitarian aid by the SDF.
7) Taking appropriate measures to forestall
disruption in the international and domestic
economic systems.
• ASSISTANCE TO PAKISTAN
Following the Prime Minister’s Sept. 19
announcement, the Government decided to provide
urgent economic assistance to Pakistan. Despite that
nation’s difficult current problems, it has agreed to
cooperate with the international community’s anti-
terrorism efforts, including those by the U.S. The
assistance aims at strengthening Pakistan’s economic
stability and progress towards democracy. The
economic aid package consists of (1) financial
support of approximately $40 million in refugee and
budgetary assistance, (2) official debt rescheduling
and, (3) aid through international institutions such as
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Bank. The Government has also dispatched Deputy
Foreign Minister Seiken Sugiura to Pakistan to
express Japan’s support for Islamabad’s cooperation
with the international community and to explain the
contents of Japan’s emergency economic package.

JAPAN’S SUPPORT IN 
RESPONSE TO ATTACKS

J

DIET ADOPTS RESOLUTION
On Sept. 27, both houses of parliament in Japan
adopted a resolution calling the attacks, “an
outrage that defied the imagination, and an
unforgivable act of general provocation not only
against the American people but against all
human beings.” Expressing “sincere
condolences” to the victims, the resolutions
states that “Japan has a serious obligation, as a
member of the international community, to
eradicate all terrorist acts from the face of the
Earth,” and encourages the Government to “do
all it can” to that end.
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On Sept. 8, a commemorative ceremony was
held at San Francisco’s War Memorial Opera
House, the landmark site where the San
Francisco Treaty between Japan and the U.S.
was signed by 49 nations officially putting an

end to World War II 50 years ago. On the same day in
1951, the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty was signed at the
Presidio in San Francisco.

Dignitaries including former Prime Minister
Kiichi Miyazawa and former Secretary of State George
Shultz watched as Foreign Minister Makiko Tanaka
and Secretary of State Colin Powell formally renewed
the two nations’ strategic partnership by signing a new
statement of friendship.

“The San Francisco Treaty restored Japan to
full sovereignty, equality and freedom,” Minister
Tanaka said. “It enabled my country to rejoin postwar
international society. [Our] two nations have become
indispensable partners. History has proven that these
decisions were right.” Secretary Powell replied: “What
has been accomplished is clear,” referring to Japan’s
emergence from the ashes of war to become the
world’s second largest economy and one of America’s
staunchest allies. “What remains to be accomplished
is also clear, it is up to us to modernize our alliances
and adjust them to new realities.”

In her remarks, Minister Tanaka, confirmed
that the San Francisco Peace Treaty resolved all the
post-war settlement issues among the Parties,
including Japan and the United States and stated:

“We have never forgotten that Japan
caused tremendous damage and suffering to the
people of many countries during the last war.
Many lost their precious lives and many were
wounded. The war has left an incurable scar on
many people, including former prisoners of war.
Facing these facts of history in a spirit of
humility, I reaffirm today our feelings of deep
remorse and heartfelt apology expressed in Prime
Minister Murayama’s statement of 1995.”

Minister Tanaka noted that the Japan-U.S.
relationship has often been characterized as the
world’s most important bilateral one, and stressed that
mutual friendship and basic trust are important in
order to overcome both past and future challenges.
“Today, uncertainty and instability still exist in the
Asia-Pacific region,” and the international community
faces a gamut of international challenges that must be
addressed. “Both nations recognize their

PARTNERSHIP RENEWED 
ON TREATY ANNIVERSARY

O Minister Tanaka and Secretary of State Powell (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma)

responsibilities in meeting These challenges and are
well suited to do so,” the Minister said.

Never “in the history of the world” have two
other nations, who have engaged in war, so rapidly
established such a strong partnership now capable of
facing the future. As the two largest economies, the
world expects this partnership to address together
such issues as global finance, security and arms
control. Also, to advance global prosperity, Japan is
expected to revitalize it’s own economy, she said.

In the joint statement signed at this
commemoration ceremony, both nations re-
acknowledged the importance of the Japan-U.S.
alliance for peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific
region and reaffirmed their intention to strengthen
their cooperative effort to tackle global challenges in
the 21st century.

On the same day in Japan, Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi attended a ceremony
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the end of
WWII at the Tokyo Opera City concert hall. “The
importance of the Japan-U.S. alliance is increasing not
just in the Asia-Pacific region, but around the world.
We will continue to make all efforts to further the
Japan-U.S. partnership in the 21st century,” he said.

On the morning of Sept. 8, Minister Tanaka
and Secretary Powell also attended the 50th
anniversary ceremony of the signing of the Japan-
U.S. Security Treaty. In her speech, Minister Tanaka
expressed her firm feeling that the security
arrangement between Japan and the U.S. is the
anchor for peace in the Asia Pacific region and she
said, “It is not just a common asset for our two 

continued on page 4

“JUMP”, THE JAPAN-U.S. MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING PROGRAM

To further improver cultural exchange between
Japan and the United States, Minister Tanaka
said she will initiate a program called JUMP, the
Japan-U.S. Mutual Understanding Program
which starting next year will invite 25 U.S. high
school students to Japan for a period of one year.
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NEWS DIGEST 

• PARTNERS WITH PHILIPPINES. Prime
Minister Koizumi and Philippine President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo met  in Tokyo Sept. 13 and
welcomed the excellent state of bilateral relations.
They pledged to elevate their cooperation to an
even higher level and said their strategic
partnership will be based on bilateral as well as
regional and global concerns. The two also strongly
condemned the act of terrorism in the U.S. As allies
of the U.S., they expressed heartfelt condolence and
sympathy to the American people and confirmed
their readiness to extend utmost assistance and to
combat global terrorism.
• ANTI-RACISM SUMMIT. On Sept. 2, Ms.
Kaori Maruya, Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign
Affairs of Japan, addressed the World Conference
against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia
and Related Intolerance in Durban, South Africa. “I
hereby declare that the Japanese Government is
firmly resolved to fight against discrimination and
to continue to make efforts to achieve a society in
which each person is respected as an individual
and can fully realize his or her own human
potential. These efforts are not limited to Japan, but
should be extended to the rest of the world.”
•  CHINA’S WTO ENTRY. Foreign Minister
Makiko Tanaka issued this statement on the
acceptance of China into the World Trade
Organization (WTO). “I heartily welcome the
conclusion of negotiations for China’s accession to
the World Trade Organization on Sept. 17 in
Geneva. The Government of Japan has consistently
supported the early accession of China to the WTO.
As China accedes to the WTO following the
necessary procedures, Japan expects that will
promote economic reforms in China, thereby
contributing further to prosperity and stability of the
world.
• U.N. ReliefWeb IN KOBE. The U.N. Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA)  established a new ReliefWeb Office in
Kobe in mid-August. The ReliefWeb system
delivers information on natural disasters and
conflicts to donor countries, NGOs, and other
organizations through its website. The system is
operating in New York and Geneva but time gaps
prevent 24-hour operations. To amend this, OCHA
decided to establish an office in Kobe. ReliefWeb
records over 44 million accesses from more than
170 countries every year.

continued from page 3
countries but a common asset for the Asia-Pacific
region.” She thanked the many people of the U.S.
military and Japanese Self-Defense Forces who have
worked so hard to develop the security structure that
both nations continue to benefit from so greatly.

”Peace is not without cost,” she said,
expressing her gratitude to those who bear the
burden of keeping the alliance strong, and assured
them that both governments will continue to be as
sensitive as possible to their concerns.

The two nations dedicated a plaque,
“commemorating 50 years of close
cooperation and strong friendship, we reaffirm
our commitment to the U.S.-Japan alliance,
the cornerstone of peace and stability in the
Asia-Pacific region.”

Finally, the Minister pledged to strive to
strengthen the Japan-U.S. alliance by intensifying
consultations on security issues. “Our predecessors
made a right choice,” she said, “for their generation,
the current one, and for many generations to
come...Now it is our turn to carry the torch,” she
concluded. “It is our duty to pass it to our next
generation. We will and will do so proudly.”

For Minister Tanaka’s speech at the San
Francisco Treaty Commemorative Ceremony
text, see http://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/
fm/index.html

MINISTER TANAKA AND
SECRETARY POWELL SIGNED

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT,
SEPT. 8, 2001

The signing of the Treaty of Peace, here in San
Francisco on this date in 1951, was a
profoundly important historic event that also
marked the beginning of a new relationship
between Japan and the United States. We
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the
signing of the Treaty.

During the past half century, Japan and
the United States, as allies   sharing democratic
values and a commitment to free markets, have
developed mutually beneficial, closely-knit,
friendly and cooperative relations. We
acknowledge anew, with pride, that the Japan-
U.S. alliance, based on the Japan-U.S. Security
Treaty, remains the cornerstone of peace and
stability in the Asia-Pacific region.

At the beginning of the 21st century, we
recognize the Importance of our cooperative
efforts to tackle complex global challenges.  We
hereby reaffirm our intention to strengthen
those common efforts, based upon an enduring
partnership, to contribute to peace and
prosperity in the world.
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I’ve never been bored in Japan,” says
renowned Japan-watcher Dr. Gerald L. Curtis,
looking back on almost four decades of
involvement with the country. Now teaching at
Columbia University and Japan’s National

Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, Dr. Curtis went
to Japan for the first time in 1966. “I was 23 years old
when I first came, and Japan was still in a sense a
developing country — rapid economic growth, radical
student movement, lots of things going on, a very
exciting time. But every decade since has been very
different. Japan changes, it’s been changing a lot over
the time I’ve seen it, I’ve been involved with it. So I’ve
never had the opportunity to get bored.”

Dr. Curtis launched his career as an expert on
Japanese politics in Oita Prefecture, Kyushu, where
he spent over a year on the campaign trail of a local
politician. His first visit culminated in his Election
Campaigning Japanese Style, a book widely
acclaimed. Thirty-five years later, Japan is undergoing
what could be a turning point in its political history.
Junichiro Koizumi became prime minister in April,
despite his message that pain lies ahead if Japan is to
reform. Dr. Curtis reiterates a point he makes in his
book, The Logic of Japanese Politics, that Koizumi’s
success is significant for reflecting changes in
Japanese voter sentiment.

“In Japan it’s become very popular to say the
1990s were the lost decade,” he says. “I think the
1990s were a watershed decade for Japan. So much
has changed from the past, particularly in the last five
years or so. First of all, attitudes have fundamentally
changed. People believe Japan isn’t doing well, and
cannot do well given its current structures. Until five,
ten years or so ago, most people thought Japan was
going to take over the world. Now there’s been a big
change.” In Dr. Curtis’s view, the “Koizumi
phenomenon” may prompt a major realignment among
Japan’s political parties led by a younger generation of
politicians whose values better reflect the social
changes that have swept Japan.

“My feeling is that the generation gap in Japan
today is wider than it’s ever been in postwar Japan, or
in most other advanced countries at the present time.
There’s kind of a disillusion that’s set in with the

younger generation about things that the older
generation, their parents’ generation, took for granted,”
he says. “Working lifetime employment jobs, not
coming home until late at night, spending little time
with the family — many features of the typical salary
man (salaried worker) life are simply unacceptable to
the younger people.”

And there have been even greater shifts. “To
me, the biggest change in the last few years has been
the way women think of their own role in life,” he says.
“There’s this silent protest against a lot of aspects of
traditional treatment of women. So they’re not having
babies, they’re not getting married until late, if they get
married at all...they have only one baby, or none. They
don’t want to take care of their parents-in-law.” Other
significant changes include the emergence of
multilingual children returning from abroad.
Volunteerism is growing, led mostly by women. “All of
these things, sooner or later, have to influence
mainstream politics,” he says.

But Dr. Curtis is drawn to Japan for more than
just politics. “I like the language and I like the thought
processes you go through in the Japanese language. It’s
very different than the English language, so I can
think a little differently when I think in Japanese, and
I express myself differently. And it’s fascinating,” he
says. “And when people oppose, or object or disagree,
it can be done with real style, so that it doesn’t have to
be rude, doesn’t have to be confrontational, and yet
you can get your point across.” 

Dr. Curtis also notes that while Japan offers
many positive features such as public safety and
strong education Japanese play them down. “This
society has enormous strengths, but you’d never know
it from listening to what the Japanese say about their
own country,” he notes. “One thing that bothers me
about the public discourse here is that everything you
read in the press and the magazines is negative about
Japan. There’s a masochism here that’s very hard to
understand. It’s curious that people can be so negative
about their own country and yet not want to change
things. But that’s what’s true in Japan...It’s a complex
society, a sophisticated culture; it has a long history.
It’s become pluralistic in many ways. In spite of its
homogeneous ethnicity, it’s a pluralistic country. So
you keep on peeling, as there’s a more interesting
design on the next layer than on the one you just think
you’d figured out.”

* Dr. Gerald L. Curtis is a professor of political
science at his alma mater Columbia University,
a visiting professor at the National Graduate
Institute for Policy Studies in Japan and the
author of many books on Japan. © Japan
Information Network: http://jin.jcic.or.jp/

I

BY 
GERALD L. CURTIS
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When we look back at the insatiable desire of
huge numbers of Americans for things
Japanese during the Victorian Era, it’s hard to
believe that the “Japan Craze” ever came to an
end. The real resurgence of American interest

in Japan took another half century and developed
mostly after World War II. Some fine American,
British, and Japanese-American scholars taught at the
few United States universities offering in-depth
programs about Japan at that time. Twenty years after
the war, however, broad general knowledge of Japan in
America was still scarce.

Most of us did know what sukiyaki was. For a
while, that was the one Japanese dish Americans
could count on finding in a restaurant specializing in
Asian cuisine. Some readers may remember a popular
1960s Japanese song called “Sukiyaki” which did very
well here. The song wasn’t called that in Japan, and
the lyrics were not about food. But its promoters
needed a Japanese name Americans could remember.

While Americans were still mad about Japan
in the mid-1880s, the items they wanted had changed,
and Japanese artisans responded accordingly. Gone
were the enormous bronze urns and huge fountains.
Obviously, only a few homes could house such items
comfortably. Instead, there was a growing market for
parasols, traditional printed textiles, smaller ceramics,
woodblock prints and fans. Japan sent its goods to
New York, Philadelphia, Boston and New Orleans,
eventually concentrating on New York and Boston.

While the 1876 Centennial in Philadelphia
fascinated Americans with its Japanese made-for-
export items, very few of those items still are in
existence. That’s because, according to William Hosley
author of The Japan Idea: Art and Life in Victorian
America, partisans of modernism had started to pursue
a “scorched-earth policy,” in which only those items
that met their narrow standards were given credibility
as “art.”

Hosley quotes a writer on the bowdlerization of
19th century art in every field: “Diversity of taste was
intolerable. Once in command, the adherents of
modernism laid waste to everything that did not
conform to their rigid values.” Hosley says the
movement led to the eventual discarding of the finest
items that had so pleased the Victorians — by the very
museums that had collected them. At the same time,
there was an increase in Victorian literature that
portrayed a romanticized image of Japanese artisans.

THE “JAPAN CRAZE”
ENDED IN 1880’S

W
Some Americans of this era were so troubled by
technological progress that they painted a picture of
the Japanese artisan that looked a lot like myths of
England’s medieval past.

One critic even compared the ethic of the lone
Japanese artisan, working tirelessly on a particular
piece only for the sake of his art (and with no thought
of what he would ask for it from a potential buyer) to
the ethic of the Pilgrim fathers. Obviously, says
Hosley, “Western critics believed Japanese art was the
product of a moral economy that was characterized by
small family shops and labor practices that validated
the dignity of the individual worker. It was an ethic
that opposed specialization and the division of labor.
The unity of art and artisanry, variation in ornament,
and the use of traditional tools and technologies
became positively charged. The Japan idea developed
into a kind of shorthand for the affirmation of tradition.
For those afraid that Western progress had gone too
far, these were exactly the qualities desired.”

This vision contradicted what was actually
going on in Japan — the rapid modernization that
made possible the made-for-export drive to begin with.
Anti-materialism and anti-industrial arguments
became central to the critics’ view of Japan. And while
the average Victorian seemed more interested in
craftsmanship and materials than in esthetics,
Americans accepted the opinions of those who
sounded like they knew what they were talking about.
Admittedly, much of what sailed from Japan during the
Victorian era was not “great art.” But it was generally
well made and often charming, and it suited its
purpose — to bring a fresh vision of beauty to a
country that still occasionally finds itself torn between
the future and the past.

• Carol Marleigh Kline is a freelance writer in
Washington, D.C., who spent 11 years living in
Japan. Next month she will write about “The
Japanese Kimono.”

A woodblock print by Koitsu Tsuchiya.
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• HIIA LAUNCH A GREAT SUCCESS.
On Aug. 25, Japan launched its next-
generation H-IIA rocket from the National
Space Development Agency’s (NASDA)
Tanegashima Space Center in Kagoshima

Prefecture, Kyushu. The large satellite-launch vehicle
is mostly Japanese-made and will be the flagship of the
country’s rocket development program. The design is
the result of a development effort incorporating the
lessons from experiences with previous-generation
rockets. The H-IIA carried data-gathering equipment
and is expected to bear the load of the future of Japan’s
space program and role in the international space
station.

The vehicle has a gross weight of 285 metric
tons and is as tall as a 17-story building. The rocket
includes numerous new features, among them a
stronger propulsion system, a simplified structural
design, and reduced costs as NASDA abandoned its
buy only Japanese-made
policy. It can procure
materials from abroad,
bringing costs in line with
U.S. and European rockets,
and will have enhanced
flexibility, making it possible
to carry satellites of varying
sizes. With two large solid-
fuel booster rockets, it will be
able to put a standard
satellite into orbit, while the
addition of one liquid-fuel
booster would double the
payload. There is also a plan
for two liquid-fuel boosters,
which would provide the
greatest payload capability of 
any rocket in the world. Japan started on the
development of a rocket for commercial-satellite
launches in 1975. The H-I series began development in
1986. Several failures led NASDA to concentrate its
resources on the H-IIA, development of which had been
started in 1996. A whole series of projects have been
planned on the premise of the success of the H-IIA,
among them replacing the superannuated Himawari 5
meteorological satellite, the launch of a satellite to circle
the moon, an HTV to carry supplies to the international
space station and data-gathering satellites. Hopes to
participate in the world commercial-satellite launching
business also hang on the success of the H-IIA.

TRENDS IN JAPAN continued from page 8
3. View of Japan by U.S. Opinion Leaders
Q: As Ambassador, you have made official visits
around the United States. What changes have you
noted in the way U.S. opinion leaders view Japan?
A: What must be remembered about Americans’
views of Japan is that the views from Washington,
D.C. are not representative of all of America. When
I was the Consul General in San Francisco during
Japan’s bubble economy era, Japan was buying up
U.S. real estate and there was a great deal of
friction on individual trade issues such as autos and
semiconductors. Japan was catching a great deal of
flak. Even at that time, however, the atmosphere
was different in each state. I spent much of my time
with state representatives who were trying to entice
Japanese direct investment. It has been a trend that
remains strong today. Now, no matter which state
you visit, Japanese corporations have a strong and
very active presence. I therefore tried to visit every
state whenever a suitable opportunity arose. It turns
out that I visited nearly thirty states during my days
as an Ambassador. Despite the poor condition of
Japan’s home economy, I was delighted to see that
the pace of direct investment in each state has
remained steady and this has been a huge factor in
alleviating trade frictions. Japanese companies
have, as a result,  fully integrated into local
communities, and this has done a great deal to
further mutual understanding and cooperation, far
beyond the dimension of seller-buyer relationships.
4. Feelings and aspirations after Tenure.
Q: Over the past two years as Ambassador, in both
your public and private life, what is your best
memory, and what is your deepest regret?
A: If I had to name just one over the past two years,
I would have to say that my encounters with so
many outstanding people here in America were my
greatest delight. Not just in Washington, but all
around the country. I was surprised by the sheer
number of versatile individuals–the “renaissance”
men and women of the modern age. An example is
Chairman Greenspan of the Federal Reserve Bank,
who is not only a financial expert with no equal, but
also a talented clarinetist and accomplished at
tennis and golf.  
Q: And your future aspirations?
A: Over the short term, I would like to rest for the
remainder of the year. That would give me time to
think about what to do next. Now that my daily
dedication to government work is over, I look
forward to new challenges as a private citizen. I
would very much like to stay in the international
field and make new contributions to Japan-U.S.
relations.

H
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At the end of Ambassador Shunji Yanai’s
tenure as Japan’s Ambassador to the U.S.
Japan Now asked for his thoughts on Japan-
U.S. relations. 

1. Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the United States
Q: What are your thoughts on the recent terrorist
attacks? A: The terrorist attacks on New York and
Washington, D.C. on September 11 were cowardly
acts of violence that must not be forgiven. They
were a challenge not only to the United States, but
to the entire international community. I felt strong
indignation and I mourn for the victims. My
heartfelt condolences go out to the American people
and to the friends and families of the victims,
including the many policemen and firefighters who
lost their lives during the rescue operations. As a
reliable ally and a responsible member of the
international community, Japan is taking concrete
actions to support the United States in
accomplishing the common goal of eliminating
international terrorism. On September 25, Prime
Minister Koizumi met with President Bush in
Washington, D.C and assured him of Japan’s
determination to cooperate with the U.S. and
explained the newly announced logistical support
such as transportation, supply and the medical
support of Japan’s Self-Defense Forces and an aid
package to Pakistan. President Bush heartily
welcomed Japan’s measures. The two leaders also
achieved a productive dialogue on a wide range of
issues including cutting off the financial resources
of terrorists and cooperating in diplomatic efforts.
Japan is determined to make positive and visible
contributions with a view to strengthening the
Japan-U.S. alliance.
2. Japan-U.S. Relations, Past and Future
Q: On Sep. 8, commemorative ceremonies were
held in San Francisco for the 50th Anniversary of the
San Francisco Peace Treaty and the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security concluded
between the two countries. What stands out in the
bilateral relations over this past 50-year period and
what do you think the next 50 years will hold?
A: Very positive progress has been realized over the
past 50 years of the Japan-U.S. relationship. The
San Francisco Peace Treaty was totally different
from the Treaty of Versailles. The San Francisco

Peace Treaty was very magnanimous to Japan, the
defeated country, when you consider that the harsh
Versailles Treaty later resulted in the Second World
War. The Japan-U.S. alliance grew from this
magnanimity. The treaty assured there would be no
Third World War. Thus over the past 50 years, two
countries that had been the greatest of enemies have
become the closest of allies—a very rare event in
human history. The very existence of the alliance
enabled Japan’s high postwar growth by  the
importation of technology and raw material from the
United States and the exportation of manufactured
industrial products to the huge American  market.
Thus the alliance not only made Japan secure but
also set the stage for its subsequent economic
growth. I think the future of the relationship will
follow this preset course and grow even stronger as
Japan makes positive contributions to resolving
world and regional problems in the areas of
economy, security, environment, science and
technology. Japan has grown up and can no longer
passively enjoy the benefits of the peace and
prosperity of the world economy. As an active global
player, it must work to make peace and promote
world economic growth. I see these actions of Japan
as being launched from the foundation of the Japan-
U.S. alliance, which is so solidly grounded in our
shared values of freedom, peace and democracy.  
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