
n June 25, Prime Minister Koizumi held a bilateral meeting with
President George W. Bush in Kananaskis, Canada, outside of
Alberta, where leaders of the Group of Eight (G-8) nations
gathered for their annual rotating summit meeting. This was the
fifth meeting between Prime Minister Koizumi and President

Bush since the Prime Minister took office in April 2001. The following
were the major points of their discussions in the bilateral meeting:

Prime Minister Koizumi explained that Japan’s domestic,
structural economic reforms have progressed steadily. He said the
government of Japan would continue the reforms in various areas and
the disposing of non-performing loans has been improving since last
year. He also mentioned that Japan has declared that the economy
bottomed out in May, and pointed out to the President that “The Basic
Policies for Economic and Fiscal Policy Structural Reform 2002,” were
adopted June 21 and are designed to keep the pace of fundamental
structural reforms running on all cylinders throughout the year.
President Bush welcomed the Prime Minister’s efforts in his unyielding
attitude toward reforms, while applauding the latest indicators pointing
to Japan turning the economic corner, saying that this comes as good
news for the American and world economies.

The Prime Minister praised the President’s initiatives in the fight
against global terrorism and the global coalition formed to handle it, as
well as the peace and reconstruction processes of Afghanistan, alleviation
of tension between India and Pakistan over the disputed territory of
Kashmir and the floundering peace process in the Middle East.

Prime Minister Koizumi pointed out that Japan should utilize its
advantages by playing a different role from that of the U.S. in the
ongoing regional process. Japan has been providing logistical support to
U.S. forces in the anti-terror war, and sending financial assistance to
those regional nations affected by the conflict. The Prime Minister
expressed appreciation for President Bush’s speech on the Middle East
on June 24, when the President reiterated that a new dynamism is
needed to solve this deep-rooted dispute, and to bring Israelis and
Palestinians to co-exist in peace. The two leaders pledged to work
closely together to continue to fight for solutions to these problems.

(see page 2) 
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photographers at the G-
8 summit in
Kananaskis, Alberta,
Wednesday, June 26,
2002. (AP Photo/
Katsumi Kasahara)
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rime Minister Junichiro Koizumi attended the
Group of Eight (G-8) Leaders’ annual summit
meeting June 26-28 in Alberta, Canada.
Showing concern for the rapid changes taking
place in the world today, the leaders covered

a broad range of international issues. The war on
terrorism was understandably high on the list, and the
eight leaders reaffirmed their determination to do
whatever it takes to combat it. They agreed on a “G-8
Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons
and Materials of Mass Destruction,” ($20 billion over
10 years) with a particular emphasis on keeping those
weapons out of terrorist hands. For its part, Japan
pledged $200 million to the new partnership for the
time being, and to work closely with the international
community to make the implementation of existing
and future projects effective. Specific projects under
the Partnership will start with Russia, as the Group
accepted the Russian Federation as a full member
and agreed to pay out billions to assist Moscow in
decommissioning stockpiled weapons of mass
destruction left over from the former Soviet Union.
The Prime Minister re-emphasized that unless
starvation and poverty are addressed, there will be no
stability and prosperity in the 21st century. He noted
that Japan’s diplomatic activity and Official
Development Assistance (ODA) to Africa and other
regions have been vital, yet more needs to done. The
group also adopted the G-8 Africa Action Plan, which
represents the actualization of a concept of
partnership through support and cooperation as a
response to a “New Partnership for African
Development”, which represents the African
countries’ movement towards ownership and
emphasize accountability in desperal of funds on that
continent. U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan who
attended, welcomed the new call for accountability as
“A turning point in African history.” The summit also
dealt with rebuilding of Afghanistan and an action
plan on the Mideast. On Afghanistan, continued
support was endorsed with the U.S. pledging $1
billion a year over the next decade, while calling on
other members to match that amount. The leaders
also discussed other issues including secure global
transportation, forest preservation and international
education. The Prime Minister, having received
support from the G-8 underlined his determination to
press ahead with structural reforms. 

G-8 BRANCHES OUT
WITH BROAD AGENDA

P

ANTI-TERROR FIGHT BROADENED
The 10 South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and
13 other nations including Japan and the U.S. met
in Brunei July 31 and banded together to suppress
funding for terrorist networks. They agreed to set
up financial intelligence units and coordinate
against money laundering. “We will block terrorist
access to our financial system.” they said.

JAPAN SEEN AS 
DEPENDABLE ALLY

n June 20, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan released the results of The 2002
Opinion Survey on the Image of Japan in
the United States, which was conducted
by the Gallup Organization on behalf of
the Ministry in March 2002. The survey

showed that 67 percent of the U.S. “general
public“ group and 91 percent of the U.S. “opinion
leaders” group regard Japan as “a dependable
ally or friend.” These figures showed record-
highs since the Ministry started this annual survey
in 1960.

Furthermore, the rating of respondents
who view Japan “favorably” also marked record-
highs (general public: 49 percent; opinion leaders:
81 percent.) These results show an excellent view
by the U.S. public of Japan-U.S. relations.
Moreover, 46 percent of the “general public” and
64 percent of the “opinion leaders” picked Japan
as “the most important partner to the U.S. in the
Asian region.” As to the question of the
importance of Japan-U.S. security arrangements
for U.S. security interests, the rating of positive
responses (either “very important” or “somewhat
important”) exceeded 85 percent among both the
“general public” and “opinion leaders”groups.
This figure clearly reconfirms the strong support
for Japan-U.S security arrangements among U.S.
citizens.

With regard to the fields in which Japan
plays an important international role, high ratings
were obtained in such areas as “science/
technology” (general public: 56 percent, opinion
leaders: 94 percent) and “global economy”
(general public: 51 percent, opinion leaders: 94
percent). In other fields such as “world politics,”
“economic aid,” “security” (including Peacekeeping
Operations), and “global issues,” the rating among
the “opinion leaders” increased by 5–10 percent
over last year. See the full survey at
http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/ n-america/
us/survey/ summary2002.html
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EARCH FOR FUSION. On May 31, the
Cabinet accepted a report by the Council for
Science and Technology Policy entitled “On
the International Thermonuclear
Experimental Reactor (ITER) Project.” Japan

will promote the fusion ITER Project through
international cooperation and by proposing
Rokkasho-mura in Amori Prefecture as a candidate
site for consideration at inter-governmental
negotiations on the issue.

As background, ITER, which means “the
way” in Latin, is an international fusion energy
deployment project with the goal of taking the next
major step in the development of fusion energy as a
safe, clean and sustainable energy source for the
planet. Fusion is the energy that powers the sun and
the stars.

Research into fusion has been conducted
since the 1920s, and recent advances have enhanced
the technical feasibility of its realization. It is
inherently safe and clean - any change in the process
will result in an immediate shutdown and virtually no
fuel waste or greenhouse emissions are produced. 

ITER would be the world’s largest
international cooperative research and development
project next to the space station and would be
constructed for approximately $4 billion over 10
years and operated for about the same amount over
20 years. 

The ITER project was launched in 1985 by
Mikhail Gorbachov and Ronald Reagan. The design
of ITER required an investment of $1.5 billion and
was completed in 2001. Negotiations began in
November 2001 towards the construction of ITER,
where it will be built, how the costs and procurement
responsibilities will be shared, and how it will be
managed and operated.

Current ITER participants are Canada, the 
European Union, Japan and the Russian Federation.
Four offers to host ITER have been submitted. The
first was from Canada with an offer to host ITER at
its Clarington site near Toronto, submitted on June 7,
2001. On June 4, three additional site offers were
submitted, two from the European Union including
one at Cadarache, France and one in Spain at
Vandellos, and one site from Japan at Rokkasho in
Aomori Prefecture.

Upcoming Negotiations Meetings are planned
for Toronto, Canada, Sept. 17-18, Aomori, Japan,
Oct. 29-30 and Barcelona, Spain, Dec. 10-11.

SCIENCE WATCH

S Japanese candidate site, Rokkasho, is situated
in a well-organized industrial park.  Nuclear fuel cycle
facilities, national oil storage, high-tech companies
such as flat display panel manufacturer, are located
around this area.  The site characteristics well satisfy
the technical requirements for ITER design (in terms of
spacious and stable ground conditions, electricity and
water supply, transportation of stable equipment, etc).

The socio-cultural environment of Rokkasho is
also attractive.  The area enjoys an abundance of
natural beauty and historic interests.  Japan, as a
government-wide effort, is eager to host the site and
support the activities and daily life of researchers there
from abroad.

Public understanding of the ITER Project
should be enhanced and accelerated the Cabinet
said, and R&D-spending oriented towards the
commercialization of fusion energy in line with the
ITER Project’s implementation. For more go to
www.iter.org or www.jaeri.go.jp/english/
• ADDED EMPHASIS ON SAFTEY
Officials of The Nuclear Power Safety Agency, a part
of Japan’s trade ministry, said July 6 that they plan to
issue new safety guidelines to improve the monitoring
of the nation’s nuclear power industry. Japan currently
receives roughly one-third of its electricity from the
nation’s 52 commercial nuclear reactors. Standard
checks that rate operating performance, including the
chance of failures, will be greatly tightened. Agency
officials say the new rating system will enable them to
focus more closely on the most risk-prone plants,
especially by using more surprise, snap inspections.

SCIENCE SHORTS
• THE FIGHT AGAINST AGING. On July 17,
Chikara Sakaguchi told Parliament that it should
include fertility treatments in insurance coverage.
Japan has among the world’s oldest populations
with women averaging just 1.33 children in their
lifetimes and the population is set to start sinking
in 2007. That will require increased scientific
automation or the importation of labor to support
pensioners, he said.

A cross-sectional
view of the
International
Thermo-nuclear
Experimental
Reactor (ITER).
Photo courtesy of
Japan Atomic
Energy Research
Institute (JAERI).
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BUSINESS TRENDS 

OURTH QUARTER GROWTH. The
economy marked its strongest growth in two
years, growing 1.4 percent in the first quarter
to pull out of a contraction that had dragged it
down for nine months. The upbeat reading

released June 12 from the Cabinet Office on Japan’s
gross domestic product — the total output of goods
and services in the nation — showed a growth rate of
5.7 percent in the three months through March. That
is in line with previous Japanese government
forecasts. Household consumption led the way with a
1.6 percent increase. The U.S. economy snapped
back from last year’s recession and grew at an annual
rate around 5 percent in the first quarter...the
strongest performance in nearly two years, and good
for both sides.
• TRADE SURPLUS JUMPS. The trade surplus
with the rest of the world, soared 71 percent in May
from the same month last year, amid rising exports
and falling imports, indicating stronger overseas
demand is finally supporting growth. The sensitive
trade surplus with the U.S. rose 33.7 percent (to
$4.19 billion) in May from a year earlier, meaning the
economy may have bottomed out. The country’s
merchandise trade surplus — the measure of all
goods exported minus those imported — totaled
619.2 million yen, the Finance Ministry said in late
June. It was the third straight monthly rise, and
almost double the amount expected by economists
surveyed by the Dow Jones News Service.
• NO QUICK FIXES. Ministers aren’t promising
any quick fixes, despite the spate of good news, Takeo
Hiranuma, Japan’s Trade and Industry Minister said
in mid-July. It was still time to keep worrying, he
said, and “the cabinet will to continue to closely
watch the economy,” Hiranuma cautioned. The
administration of Prime Minister Koizumi has made
economic reform its central policy, promising to
privatize the money-losing public sector and to rein in
pork-barrel public-works spending. Inventory
adjustments are progressing and corporate profits are
improving, while capital investment has suffered a bit
because of rates. Capital spending slid 3.2 percent in
the first quarter.
• STIFF COMPETITION AWAITS. Japan must
consider the impact a ring of potentially economic
mighty neighbors such as China and South Korea can
apply against it, the Trade Ministry said in a report
released in July. The 2002 White Paper on
International Trade said Japan is better poised than

F

the United States and Europe to create relationships
within the region and that could eventually lead to a
powerful international economic alliance. Japan is
“in a better physical position than Europe and the
United States in terms of deepening relations with
the various agglomerations developing in East Asia,”
the report said. It went on to say that Japan will only
be able to grow economically with the rest of Asia if
it implements structural reforms, but the test will be
great if it does so. “Asian countries can be regarded
as a threat to Japan, but at the same time... an
opportunity for Japan’s future,” it said. Officials told
reporters during a briefing on the White Paper, that
after a decade of economic stagnation, fears abound
that Japan may be overtaken by its neighbors. China
has sought a regional pact and Japan recently signed
a free trade accord with Singapore.
• INTERNET USAGE UP. According to a recent
study by Prudential Financial, Inc., 56 percent of
Japanese households are considered “online
households,” a number which is comparable to the
60 percent in the U.S. Household computer
ownership in Japan grew to 66 percent in June and
85 percent of computers at home are connected to
the Internet. 

INFO-NET TO GO AHEAD
DESPITE PRIVACY CONCERNS

Prime Minister Koizumi announced July 11, that
the cabinet plans to go ahead with the
implementation of a residential information
network, which had been scheduled for launch
Aug. 5. “We are preparing for it,” Koizumi told
reporters at his office. There have been demands
for a postponement, citing fears about privacy,
management of the information and a lack of
legislative oversight and the ability to ensure
registration. The Mayor of Yokohama, Hiroshi
Nakada, Japan’s second most populous city,
visited Tokyo and asked the premier to put off the
system, claiming, “The system could allow the
state to control people at any brake.” The new
system comes as a set of bills aimed at protecting
private information have bogged down in
parliament. As originally drafted the system will
collate basic information on individuals, their
names, dates of birth, sex and addresses. The data
will be made available on a network of computers,
linked by leased circuits held by local
governments. Proponents say it’s necessary for
better homeland defense and will improve the
quality of economic data reporting as well.
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BY 
NAOYUKI YOSHINO

s a Board member of Japan’s Deposit
Insurance Corporation, and Chairperson of
the Government Bond Meeting of the
Ministry of Finance, renowned Prof. of
Economics Naoyuki Yoshino of Keio

University, recently sat down with Japan Now in
Washington DC to discuss the nation’s structural
reform programs. The highlights of his remarks:??
The Prime Minister has promised to revitalize the
national economy and prepare Japan for the
challenges it faces in the new century. First, in
simple terms, structural reforms are clearly needed
at nearly all levels. On the political side, under the
direction of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and
its coalition partners, strong political stability has
been maintained. Still, through the seat-allocation
system in parliament, policy weighs heavily in the
favor of rural interests, disproportionately
compensating them.

The budget deficits climbed up to 140% of
GDP which exceeds those of OECD countries.
Elderly persons are receiving pensions and
medicare, farmers are receiving subsidies etc. and
they are financed by new issues of government
bonds. However, the general public does not seem
aware that it is their own problem — instead they
claim it is the responsibility of the government.

Demand deposits are still fully guaranteed up
until March 2003; however some politicians are
proposing to postpone their full guarantee for a few
more years. Many in the general public are also
supporting the continuation of the full guarantees on
demand deposits in face of various bank failures —
172 depository institutions went into bankruptcy
since 1992 and more than 24 trillion yen ($200
billion) has been injected. What is needed in Japan
is to make weak banks go out of the market and
enhance competition.

Some 1400 trillion yen had been saved by
households in Japan. and most were invested in
domestic banks and post offices, despite extremely
low interest rates. People in Japan are working very
hard to save but their rates of return are probably the
lowest in the world. Japanese financial institutions
are not good at investing overseas and they invest
their assets mainly in the domestic market.

The U.S. and U.K. have also experienced
declining shares in their manufacturing sectors,

A
however high growth of financial and service sectors
in the 1990s drove growth in their economies. Strong
manufacturing industries have also left Japan, and
many have shifted production overseas. However,
financial industries couldn’t make profits during the
1990s and increased their non-performing loans
instead. What is needed in Japan is to strengthen its
financial and service sectors by creating so-called
specialists, rather than generalists, so that they could
offset the declining manufacturing sector. Of course
that is also needed to stay competitive in high-tech
and emerging IT markets. 

Exchange rates, which are so important, are
determined by strong manufacturing, and not by
protecting inefficient sectors. And manufacturers,
avoiding high labor and distribution costs, have
moved some operations overseas — not to Japan’s
rural areas — which in turn calls for even more
subsidies for pork-barrel agricultural, construction
and other special projects. Those do not bring value-
added to the economy. These protected sectors have
to open their own markets to overseas so that imports
will increase in these areas and will stop pushing the
appreciation of the yen.

Utilization of human resources is another
great concern. Structurally, in Japan, many officials
work on the same issues, and do it well, but there is
no strategy of power separation. And unlike in the
U.S., where political and government officials,
businessmen and international experts go back and
forth between sectors and establishments, there is
little creation in Japan of such generalists.

Much of our problem is also cultural. We are
at a disadvantage because we trail in the use of
English which has become the leading international
business language. The English language
educational system in Japan concentrates far too
much on reading and writing and not enough on
listening and talking.

The large domestically-producing film and
media industry simply translates any imported material.
Thus, students in other Asian countries have to learn 

continued on page 6

Professor Naoyuki
Yoshino has  enjoyed a
long illustrious career in
both in Japan and the
U.S. since receiving his
PhD, in Economics from
Johns Hopkins
University. He was a
Fulbright Scholar, has
served on numerous
government
commissions, taught at
many universities
around the world and
has authored over a
dozen books.
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n July 29, The Japan External Trade
Organization (JETRO) of New York released
a newsletter concerning the current
investment environment in Japan. It
concluded that the comprehensive reform

program is helping to enhance corporate
competitiveness, promote small and medium
enterprises, utilize information technology, increase
the flexibility of labor markets and reduce the high
cost of doing business in Japan. Among its
conclusions: One major success includes a
significant reform of Japan’s Commercial Code,
including more transparent accounting, additional
liberalization of stock options, increased labor
mobility and real estate liquidity. Japan is still the
world’s second largest economy with an affluent
consumer and industrial market. Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) inflows have increased 500 percent
between 1997 and 2000. Japan continues to offer a
Safe Haven and Upside Potential to Investors. While
Japan has far to go in delivering on reforms, the stage
is being set for an increased valuation of Japanese
assets. Real estate and equity prices remain at 20-year

UPSIDE FOR INVESTORS?

O

continued from page 5
Japanese just to translate basic manuals. Learning
English is more important than ever in this
increasingly globalized world. Japanese students are
taking note. Where graduates from top schools once
sought lifetime employment with major firms, many
now go to foreign firms, seeking more job flexibility
and international exposure.

Looking to Japan’s future, by virtue of the
imperative to both sides of our Joint Security Treaty,
and the sheer magnitude of both of our economies, the
bilateral relationship will remain the world’s strongest.
In Asia, Japan may have a larger role to play. While
the regional economies remain heavily dependent on
exports to the U.S., China’s entry into the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and internal regional growth
could change that landscape. In 50 years, China may
replace Japan as the world’s second largest economy.
With continued technological innovation and reforms,
we could see the emergence of a regional currency
basket to forestall a crisis such as occurred in 1997,
along the lines of the original euro zone. In sum, if
Japan is to retain its competitiveness, there is no
option but to undertake fundamental structural
reforms. Much will be painful, but as the Prime
Minster has said, Japan must proceed “with no 
fear, no hesitation and no restraint.”   Prof. Yoshino

lows. Cross shareholdings by Japanese banks are
declining. FDI is changing the business dynamic in a
market no longer as closed as foreigners perceive. 

The number of foreign firms entering Japan is
growing. Firms such as Starbucks, Toys-R-Us,
Walmart and Costco are changing Japanese retailing.
Citibank and others have introduced major
innovations in financial services. For more than 50
years, Japan maintained its financial systems. Today,
it recognizes the need to speak a common language
and U.S. investors will find a welcome and source of
future growth.
For more information: http://www.jetro.org/
newyork/focusnewsletter/focus19.html.

ven as Japan holds on to its cultural tradition, it
is working hard to apply its skills to the
problems of the future. One of the more serious
ones is that of the millions of anti-personnel
mines that must be removed from combat

theaters around the globe. There are believed to be 100
million landmines currently buried beneath the earth’s
surface, and removing them by hand and is slow,
dangerous work. Japanese universities and research
institutes have been looking into robotics as a solution
to the problem. Simple systems involve highly efficient
insect robots or commercially available buggies that can
be used not just for mine removal but also for
agriculture and digging wells. Many have high hopes for
this combination of Japanese ideas and technology. A
research group at Chiba University Faculty of
Engineering is developing insect robots. At 4 meters
long, 1.8 meters wide, 1 meter high, and 900 kilograms,
this robot is about the size of a small car. It is supported
on six legs to avoid mines, runs on a gasoline engine
and decides where to go on its own. Along with its legs,
this insect-like robot has two “antennae,” which serve
as a metal detector and a marker. While the one
antenna sweeps the ground looking for signals, the
other marks any area that is determined to have metal
beneath the surface. It can check 1,500 square meters
for mines in just one hour. The goal is to send this type
of robot to Afghanistan as part of Japan’s assistance to
that war-torn nation. The sooner mines are cleared
away, the sooner the land can be used again. The power
shovel is a versatile machine as well, as it can be used
for plowing, digging wells, or in the construction of
roads. This fact has led many to praise it as being
especially practical, as it can be used for other purposes
once a minefield has been cleared.

OLD VERSUS THE NEW

E
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ublai Khan wanted to show he had the stuff
of which his grandfather, Genghis Khan, was
made. And so he set his sights on Japan. By
the time the Mongols sailed to Japan, their
horsemen had seen action not only in Poland,

Palestine, Korea, and Persia, but had defeated the
knights of Germany. In 1274, Kublai’s armies left
Korea for northern Kyushu on 25,000 ships, manned
largely by Koreans.

Samurai were eager not only to place their
lives on the line against the invaders, but also to
acquire the property that was the common booty of
war in Japan, but they were in for some surprises.
The Mongols did not fight like samurai. Instead of
shouting his pedigree at the opposing side and
calling for a worthy opponent to meet him on the
battlefield, a Mongol simply tried to kill as many
Japanese as possible with arrows or fire-bombs and
tough, hand-to-hand fighting. Stephen Turnbull, in his
book, Samurai; The Warrior Class of Japan, says that
first wave of Mongols was turned back when a storm
destroyed most of Kublai’s ships.

But seven years later, they were back with a
much larger army. In 1281, the samurai fought the
Mongols while the Imperial family appealed to the
Sun Goddess. The evening of that day saw the
Imperial envoy sent to the Great Shrine of Isle to beg
for help against the foe, the skies went dark and the
wind rose. The wind tossed the Mongol ships about
on huge waves until wind and water had combined
into a hurricane-force power, completely destroying
the huge enemy fleet. The samurai who watched
called this power kamikaze, or divine wind. Militarily,
it was a great victory, but the government was in a
difficult position, because although samurai clans
had answered the call to battle, no enemy with lands
to confiscate had been defeated. The Hojo family,
which had replaced the Minamoto clan as Japan’s
ruler, was very wealthy. But not only was the family
forced to reward samurai with lands from its own
holdings, but it had to show appreciation to the
temples for the divine intervention that had saved
Japan with still more grants of land. And no matter
how much they gave, it was not enough.

The spark that led to rebellion against the
Hojo came from the supporters of Emperor Go-Daigo,
who wanted to re-unify governing power and the
prestige and power of the throne under his name. In
1331, however, he was captured and exiled. He

SAMURAI BEAT OFF 
KUBLAI KHAN

K

escaped in 1332. One supporter, Nitta Yoshisada
went to fight the Hojo in Kamakura, but could not
enter because of the city’s natural defenses. The story
goes that he ascended a high rock and threw his
sword into the sea, together with a prayer to the Sun
Goddess to help him. The sea supposedly split,
allowing the Imperial army to enter Kamakura.

Go-Daigo held Kamakura from I334-1336,
intending to force the samurai back into a secondary
role. The samurai were displeased by the emperor’s
attitude and by the skimpy rewards for the loyal
service they had provided. In 1335, Ashikaga
Takauji, who had captured Kyoto for the emperor,
turned against Go-Daigo. He set up his own new
shogunate, but ran into a problem, as a shogun he
could only be named by an emperor. So he chased
Go-Daigo out of Kyoto, set up another member of the
Imperial family as emperor, and got himself named
shogun. Go-Daigo and his allies set up their base in
the mountains of Yashino, carrying on a 60-year war
against the Ashikaga. One of the most famous
characters to come out of this conflict was Kusunoki
Masashige. He fought for Go-Daigo, and is revered
for his perfect adherence to the Samurai ethic in the
face of a cause even he knew was lost. He committed
seppuku after a valiant struggle at the Battle of
Minatogawa. Understanding his importance as a
symbol of the Imperial throne, the Meiji emperor
erected a statue of Masashige in the 1860s.

The face of samurai warfare had changed
during the long years of civil conflict. Horses became
only a means of transportation since they could not
be used effectively in heavily wooded areas. That
ended the era of the magnificent steed ridden by the
individual samurai whose victory or defeat would
provide onlookers with an epic spectacle. Bulky
armor was not suitable for the kind of fighting carried
out in an endless civil war, either, and it was
replaced by an adaptation of the foot soldier’s highly
practical wraparound armor. Straw sandals replaced
heavy boots.

Once Go-Daigo had been defeated, it became
highly unlikely that another emperor would be able
to unseat the shogunate. But the Ashikaga kept a
close eye on the Imperial Family, just to make sure,
by firmly establishing their shogunate in Kyoto,
ending the separation of civil and military functions
of the government. Unfortunately for his descendents,
Go-Daigo had turned many of the Imperial family’s
holdings over to the public treasury, making many
future emperors dependent upon the kindness of
powerful families.

Carol Marleigh Kline is a freelance writer in
Washington, D.C. who spent 11 years living in
Japan. In the next issue she will write about
“The Ashikaga Shogunate.”
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n June 11, Ambassador and Mrs. Kato hosted
an exhibition at their residence on Yorozu
Kyogen, a traditional form of Japanese theater
centered around dialogue and comedy. It was
originally performed between plays of Noh

Drama, another type of Japanese theater, which is
characterized by a strong accent on dialogue and
tragedy.

The Yorozu Kyogen performing arts group
with a venerable 300-year history, is comprised of
members of the Manzo family and their students.
Yorozu Kyogen can best be described as viewing a
world of traditional culture that is based upon the
common property and superimposed in such a way
that they are blended into a single whole.

This year’s star was Mannojo Nomura, born in
Tokyo in 1959, and considered from birth the heir of
the Manzo family of Kyogen. He studied under his
grandfather the late Manzo VI, a National Living
Treasure and a member of the Japan Arts Academy,
and his father Manzo VII, a National Living Treasure
and director of the Japan Council of Performer
Organizations. While continuing his Kyogen training,
he has traveled overseas several times to study drama
and anthropology in Easter and Western cultures.

These experiences have led him to his unique
world view which fuses the past and the present. He
has performed in a wide range of works from classical
dramas to modern dramas and films. 

In addition, he is a director of the Noh
Association and a professor at Waseda University. He
is a member of the International Theater Institute, the
Japan Playwrights Association and the Japan
Director’s Association.

Mr. Nomura’s accomplishments are too
extensive to list, but among the many awards he has
received in Japan are the 1993 Ministry of Culture
Arts Festival Award, for one of his most
representative works entitled, “Daidengaku.” 

He produced the closing ceremony for the
Nagano Paralympic Winter Games and a project to
make 10 million origami paper cranes in 1998.
Recently he produced a digital archive, DVD-ROM,
the World of Yorozu Kyogen (Ministry of International
Trade and Industry).

TRENDS IN JAPAN

O
ith a 60-foot-high balloon at the center of the
packed 72,000 seat stadium in Yokohama,
and The Three Tenors singing at the closing
ceremony, Japan bid farewell June 30 to
hundreds of thousands of fans who traveled

from around the world to watch the FIFA World Cup
2002 Soccer Championship. The first-ever Cup to be
hosted in Asia, and the first ever to  be co-hosted by
two different nations, came to an end June 30 as
Brazil beat Germany in Yokohama in the presence of
Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko, Prime
Minister Koizumi, President of co-host South Korea
Kim-Dae Jung, German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder and other dignitaries.

The games came off without a hitch, as fears
of bad fan behavior or even terrorist attacks on
stadiums never materialized. All of the games played
in Japan were sell-outs. The Japanese press was
dazzled by the games. “Well Done, a Round of
Applause from Everyone,” said the Yomiuri Shimbun.
Looking ahead to hosting the games in 2006, German
organizers said that they think the Asian performance
will be hard to top. “In terms of politeness and
hospitality, Asia is unbeatable,” said one. “The
quality of the grass is such that you almost don’t want
to step on it, conditions overall here were totally
perfect.” That is going to be a hard act to follow, and
assures that a game started 650-years ago with
Englishmen kicking a skull around will once again
return to the blossoming fields of Asia.
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