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Japan and the U.S. have been working together to tackle
global challenges for more than a decade.  Under their
1993 “Common Agenda for Cooperation in Global
Perspective,”(Common Agenda), a framework was

established for bilateral cooperation focusing on harnessing the
resources of the world’s two largest economies to address pressing
global challenges. In June 2001, Prime Minister Koizumi and
President Bush agreed to expand work on these problems through the
“Partnership for Security and Prosperity.” 

8

apan has used the Common Agenda to become a leader in
extending development aid to less affluent countries worldwide.
This joint initiative between Japan and the U.S. was designed to
deal with a range of global issues. Japan has actively addressed
the 4 pillars of this agenda-promoting health and human

development; responding to challenges to global stability; protecting the
environment; and advancing science and technology. The two countries
expanded their cooperation based on the framework of the Common
Agenda with the 2001 Partnership for Security and Prosperity. The
Partnership reaffirms the security alliance as the cornerstone of Asia-
Pacific peace and stability, and focuses on health issues. As part of this,
Japan matched the U.S. intention to pledge $200 million to establish the
Global Health Fund, which aims at eradicating infectious diseases such
as malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. Within this context, the two
nations have also agreed on the “Clean Water for People” project, a
multi-million dollar effort to improve the management of fresh water
resources for poor nations. The
importance of addressing poverty and
despair has become even more vital
since Sept. 11 and the advent of the
war on terrorism. These are
recognized as being fundamental in
creating the conditions that allow
countries to become havens for
terrorism or despotic regimes. As
development assistance shifts to
conflict resolution and peace
building, both nations are working
together to find new approaches to
make their aid programs more
effective and responsive to emerging
global challenges.  

One such place where these
exist is in war-torn Afghanistan. In a
recent Tokyo conference on the rebuilding of that nation: “Turning Guns
Into Plowshares,” representatives from about 35 countries and 10
international organizations gathered to discuss and exchange views on
disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration. (see page 2)
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Afghanistan’s President Karzai and Japanese
Foreign Minister Kawaguchi at a global
conference on Afghanistan in Tokyo, Saturday,
Feb. 22, 2003. (AP Photo/Chiaki Tsukuno)
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JAPAN-U.S.-SAUDI ARABIA
JOINT PROJECT FOR KEY

AFGHAN HIGHWAY

At the U.N. General Assembly in
September 2002, Prime Minister
Koizumi, U.S. President Bush, and
Saudi Arabia Foreign Minister al-

Faisal jointly issued a statement on the
construction of the highway linking Kabul,
Kandahar, and Herat. This project needs to be
carried out as soon as possible, since it will
provide encouragement to the people of
Afghanistan facing severe winter conditions and
will help uphold President Karzai’s Transitional
Administration. By utilizing several ODA
schemes, Japan achieved an early start of the
project within two and a half months of its
announcement. As the first step of this large-
scale endeavor, Japan has carried out road repair
work in the Kandahar area, and from January
2002, repair work on streets leading into Kabul.

The Tokyo Conference on
Reconstruction Assistance to
Afghanistan in January 2002 was a
great success, with the international

community pledging over $4.6 billion.  Japan, for
its part, has extended recovery and reconstruction
assistance worth more than $358 million. This
assistance, however, will not be fruitful unless
peace is secured and the land made fertile. To
achieve this end, Japan has launched the concept
of “consolidation of peace,” focused on 3 areas:
promoting the peace process, domestic security,
and humanitarian and reconstruction assistance.
Under this framework, on Feb. 22, 2003, Japan
hosted the Tokyo Conference on Consolidation of
Peace, focused on domestic security, a vital key to
Afghanistan’s peace. The highlights of the speech
made by Foreign Minister Kawaguchi at the
conference:

“There is no question that the disarmament,
demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants
(DDR), is one of the most pressing tasks, since the
stability of the domestic situation in Afghanistan is the
prerequisite for the success of the political process and
progress in the reconstruction of the country.  How to
proceed with this effort, however, is not simply a
matter of providing employment opportunities to
Afghan ex-combatants, who have for a long time
owned guns. In parallel with facilitating the
establishment of the new Afghan National Army
(ANA) in order to absorb some ex-combatants, the
others are to be disarmed and participate in the
nation-building process. To put it another way, the
Afghan people, with the support of the international
community, are creating a new order in which they are
turning ‘from guns to plows’.” 

“Furthermore, the key to realizing its new order lies in
the strong will for peace and genuine national
reconciliation by all the parties concerned in
Afghanistan. Under the leadership of President Karzai,
Afghanistan has been making tremendous efforts to
establish a solid foundation for peace. At today’s
meeting, we expect to see the Afghan side present a
concrete policy and specific implementation plan for
the further development of that foundation for peace.”

“As one element of this new `guns to plows’ order,
when I visited Afghanistan last May, I introduced

Japan’s proposal for a Register for Peace. Under this
initiative, ex-combatants are expected to be
demobilized and reintegrated into civil society so they
can contribute to the development of local
communities. Together with the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and
Afghanistan Transitional Administration (ATA), Japan
has been mapping out the DDR process and is
working to develop the ‘Partnership for Peace:
Afghanistan’s New Beginnings Program (ANBP).’ 
Now that the Afghan Transitional Administration has
set up an advisory committee as well as four
commissions to implement DDR, I sincerely hope that
the ‘Partnership for Peace’ will soon be translated into
concrete action, and that the DDR process will
commence quickly and smoothly.”

CONCRETE MEASURES
Ms. Kawaguchi mentioned concrete measures
to hasten the DDR process in Afghanistan:

• Contribute $35 million, and work to secure
the smooth implementation of the “Partnership
for Peace.” 
• Establish a Japanese Embassy-based DDR
unit in Kabul, led by Professor Kenji Isezaki.

For full text: http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/
middle_e/afghanistan/pv0302/ddr_state1.html

CONSOLIDATING
PEACE IN AFGHANISTAN
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As part of Japan-U.S. efforts to work
toward the common goal of
establishing a peaceful and
prosperous world in the 21st century,

they have been cooperating closely on issues such
as health, water, the environment and science and
technology. In total, the two have jointly launched
scores of projects worldwide to enhance the human
condition.

or more than a decade, Japan and the U.S.
have been working closely together to improve
global health. In July 1993, they launched
Promoting health and Human
Development, as one of the four pillars of

the Common Agenda. Since then, both countries have
been working closely to harmonize policies in the
sector and develop complementary programs and
projects in more than thirty countries around the
world. A recent example of global leadership in this
area from President Bush and Prime Minister Koizumi
is the strong support towards the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria: a global
coalition that has established an international
foundation to provide grants for programs and projects
to address these key health issues in developing
countries. Japan announced its contribution of more
than $200 million in total to be disbursed to the Fund
over a period of three years starting in 2002. This is in
addition to the $200 million the U.S. has already
committed. Building upon these successes and the
growing partnership, in June 2002 Japan and the U.S.
began looking at ways to further strengthen their
collaboration by establishing the “USAID-Japan
Partnership for Global Health.” The elements of
this partnership are strengthening communication and
dialogue at the field level by encouraging site visits
and regular meetings with health experts in key areas,
and encouraging and supporting field-driven
collaboration by increasing close cooperation and
strategic input among those with the greatest
knowledge and understanding of each country’s needs
and interests.   

• Japan-U.S. Water Cooperation

Today, nearly one-third of the World’s population lives
with chronic shortages of water that directly threatens
human health, agriculture and economic development.
At the World Summit in Johannesburg in Sept. 2002,

JAPAN-U.S. COOPERATION 
ON HEALTH

Ms Yoriko Kawaguchi, Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Mr. Colin Powell, Secretary of State, launched the
Clean Water for Peace initiative — a partnership
to improve sustainable management of fresh water
resources and accelerate and expand international
efforts to achieve the UN Millennium Development
Goal of cutting in half by 2015 the proportion of
people who are unable to reach or to afford safe
drinking water, along with a similar effort on
sanitation.

Under this initiative, the U.S. will provide
more than $970 million over the next three years to
improve access to water and sanitation, promote
watershed management and proper hygiene practices
and increase the productivity of water. Japan has
provided more than 40 million people access to safe
drinking water and sanitation in the past five years.
Japan’s initiative aims at improving access to the safe
and stable water and sanitary sewage systems. Japan
will implement its grant and loan aid as well as
technical cooperation for this purpose in close
cooperation with local municipalities, NGOs and the
business sector.

• Highlights of the follow-up works
announced at the 3rd Water Forum in
Japan Mar. 22-23, 2003

West Africa: In close cooperation with NGOs, private
organizations, and other partners, Japan and the U.S.
will focus their cooperation on water supply and
sanitation in Ghana, Mali, Niger and Senegal. Japan will
also promote its action for the eradication of the guinea
worm in close cooperation with the Carter Center.

Asia: Efforts will be focused on addressing water
supply and sanitation and coastal management in the
Philippines and Indonesia and their respective
islands, and on the prevention of arsenic
contamination in drinking water in Bangladesh.

Possible collaboration between loan investment
and guarantees: In order to determine the possibility
of collaboration between Japanese yen loans and the
U.S. Development Credit Account both countries will
undertake consultations on the issue to identify a
number of pilot countries in Asia and other regions.

The U.S.-Japan partnership will enhance many lives through improved
access to water supply and sanitation in West Africa.

F
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REBUILDING
AFGHANISTAN:

A PROGRESS REPORT

BY 
HIROSHI TAKAHASHI

well. “The villagers, especially in the southern part
of the country, feel the relief groups are hiring
foreigners, sticking to the cities, wasting money
and not being helpful.” He says he fears that these
complaints, if not addressed, will provide ample
ammunition of radical recruiters.

As an overview of the relief effort, Mr.
Takahashi offers the following: “There is a shortage
of schools, the dispersal of food is uneven, there is
a severe shortage of clinics and medical
assistance,” he says. “The removal of landmines is
crucial as Afghans are often nomadic people or
traders who travel widely, and progress on that
front has been slow, and the relief effort must
concentrate on job creation, to assist the large
numbers of refugees either returning or planning to
do so.” The cultivation of poppy for drug
trafficking is also a problem.

“Roads,” Takahashi says, “are among the
most crucial factors, as efficient transport is the
key to trading and to establishing a functional
nationwide infrastructure.” This is an area where
Japanese aid is concentrated and Takahashi gives
it high marks. “The Japanese program appears to
be going well, and is generally being well received
by the people as a non-political humanitarian
effort,” he says. “Much of Western aid is seen as
politically motivated,” he adds.

On the political pillar, Takahashi also says
the outlook is mixed. “The scenario laid out at the
end of the war was for a peace-process building
period, followed by the formation of a national
political structure.” The key dates, he says, are the
drafting of a new constitution scheduled for this
coming October, leading up to general elections in
June 2004. “The Disarmament, Demobilization,
Reintegration (DDR) effort is the key to the
political effort. It is designed to disarm and
demobilize warlord militias and reintegrate these
forces into a national army to establish security
and can keep the peace. So far, that process is
going slowly.”
He sums the challenges up this way:

“The Taliban has been discredited, as have
the warlords. The central government has been
expected to assert authority but it hasn’t done so
well, it remains very, very weak. Pivotal events
ahead include: a war with Iraq which will disrupt
things, giving the radicals new recruiting
ammunition against foreign intervention; the
constitutional effort in October could collapse in
disarray. People expect the Karzai (transitional
President) government to take control, disarm the
militias and bring development. So far that has not
happened. If the central government can survive
the coming tests and actually make it to elections
next year, it will have a better chance. But judging
from where things were a year ago, it is clear that
the situation in Afghanistan remains extremely
precarious,” he concludes.

Hiroshi Takahashi is Diplomat in
Residence, Center for Afghanistan
Studies, University of Nebraska at
Omaha.  He served as Principal

Political Adviser, United Nations Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and recently returned
from that country.  In an interview with “Japan
Now” he provides his assessment of the progress and
prospects for recovery.  The highlights:

r. Takahashi notes that the U.N. effort in
Afghanistan is being directed in an unusual
fashion, based on two pillars, the political
and the economic ones, both of which must
be reinforcing. Following the Soviet

withdrawal in 1989 after 10 years of occupation,
and the U.S. invasion and removal of the Taliban
leadership, much must be done in the way of
nation rebuilding, he says.

Overall, compared with a year ago, Mr.
Takahashi observes that on the development front,
“There is strong feeling of frustration in the
countryside, a sense in small villages that
international relief is being concentrated in Kabul
and larger cities, and not trickling down to regional
areas. There is a feeling that nothing has changed,
while the leaders in Kabul have largely come from
abroad and live a life of extravagance. There is an
enormous perception gap about whether or the
government is in touch with the people’s needs.
There is a sense that little progress is being made,
which the central government must urgently
address.”

As examples, he offers several. “Under the
Taliban, the extremely conservative villagers
experienced only religious education, which they
now realize to have been insufficient in preparing
their children for the future. They want schools that
will teach their children how to read. This a golden
opportunity to institute change, but there aren’t
enough schools being built or teachers provided to
serve the needs of the local people,” he says.

While food is scarce in many areas,
Takahashi cites the delivery of wheat to areas that
don’t need it, where it is simply being stockpiled.
He says that rural residents complain that the
1,700 relief organizations now operating in
Afghanistan are not coordinating their relief efforts

M



JAPAN
NOW

5

f the four denominations of paper currency
now in circulation in Japan, three will be
redesigned and released in the spring of
2004, the exception being the ¥2,000 note
that was just put into circulation in 2000.

The changes to the bills are the first in 20 years. The
¥10,000 note will undergo a few changes, while both
the front and back of the ¥1,000 and ¥5,000 notes
will be completely redesigned. The principal aim of
the changes is to thwart the growing problem of
counterfeiting, but the government also hopes to
jump-start the economy through special demand
related to the new notes, such as updated software for
vending machines.

Of the three notes that will be redesigned, the
¥10,000 note will be changed only slightly, as it has
the largest circulation and is familiar to people. The
portrait of Yukichi Fukuzawa (1835-1901), a Meiji-
era (1868-1912) thinker and the founder of Keio
University, will remain on the front of that bill. The
image on the ¥5,000 note will change from that of
Inazo Nitobe (1862-1933), a pre-World War II
educator, to Ichiyo Higuchi (1872-1896), a woman
novelist of the Meiji era. Hideyo Noguchi (1876-
1928), a bacteriologist, replaces Soseki Natsume
(1867-1916), a novelist of the Meiji era, on the
¥1,000 note. The reverse sides of all three bills will
be completely redesigned. The proposals to place
Noguchi and Higuchi on the bills were made by
Minister of Finance Masajuro Shiokawa, who
commented, “Previously, most of the people featured
on currency have been politicians. The people
selected this time were chosen with a broad view to
including pioneers from the Meiji era.”

Higuchi, the first professional woman writer
in Japan will be the first woman to be featured
prominently on currency since World War II. The
only other examples of women on Japanese bills are
Empress Jingu, who appeared on the ¥10 note in the
Meiji era, and Murasaki Shikibu, the author of Genji
Monogatari (Tale of Genji), a small likeness of who
appears on the back of the current ¥2,000 note.

The counterfeiting of paper currency has
risen greatly in recent years. In six months last year,
over 9,800 bogus notes were discovered. This is a

O

BUSINESS WATCH

By next year, Japan will have
introduced new redesigned paper
currency bills to thwart growing
counterfeiting, and the move is

expected to give the economy a significant boost.

pace more than twice as great as that of a year ago
and 10 times more than the number of phony bills
that were found in 1998. Like the new euro notes, the
new Japanese bills will feature an abundance of the
latest anti-counterfeiting technologies. In addition to
containing a hologram, the new notes will also reveal
writing and numbers when viewed at an angle. And
on top of that, they will employ a number of never-
before-used, secret anti-counterfeiting measures that
will not be made public. Use of the embossed
identification mark that was introduced with the
¥2,000 note, which is raised higher than the marks
on the old bills, will be continued with the new notes.

In addition to thwarting counterfeiters, the
government hopes that the new notes will give the
economy a boost by sparking demand for new vending
machines to deal with the new bills. Officials note that
the new 2,000 notes resulted in $8.3 worth of orders
for new machines. There are about 2.6 million vending
machines in Japan selling drinks and another 629,000
that dispense cigarettes. In addition automated teller
machines will have to be updated with new computer
software and sensors. Also ticket machines at train
stations and airports will have to be reequipped.

The Dai-Ichi Life Research Institute estimates
the direct economic impact of the changeover to the
new currency to be $8 billion over two years, an
amount that would boost gross domestic product by
0.2 percent. Some believe that consumption will also
be sparked as small retailers hold special sales to
commemorate the issuance of new notes.

• The Finance Ministry reported Feb. 7 that
Japan’s foreign reserves hit a new record for the
second straight month at the end of January, rising
by $8.87 billion to reach $478.59 billion. Japan
remained the largest holder of foreign reserves of
any country or territory for the 38th consecutive
month, followed by China.
• On Jan. 25, Economics and Financial Services
Minister Heizo Takenaka said Japan’s economy
faces two years of restructuring and then should
return to a 2 percent growth rate. Cleaning up bad
bank loans, a corporate tax cut and new
deregulation zones have Japan, “moving in the
right direction,” he said in Davos, Switzerland.
• The new President of the American Chamber of
Commerce in Japan, Lance Lee, praised Prime
Minister Koizumi’s call to double direct foreign
investment in Japan within five years. Lee called
Japan “the best market in Asia to operate a
business,” Also, the Japan External Trade
Organization (JETRO) has established a new
website to facilitate American investment and
business in Japan. For more information please
contact www.jetro.org/newyork
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very culture has its beloved stories, and a
favorite among the Japanese is “Chushingura.”
A tale of revenge based on actual events that
took place in the early 18th century in Edo
(now Tokyo), it has long enjoyed fame and

popularity in Japan on a par with the Arthurian legend
and Shakespearean plays in the West. It is a morality
tale of loyalty and sense of duty that has gained new
prominence in a time of economic uncertainty and
high unemployment.

“Chushingura” is based on a sequence of
events that began in March 1701 at Edo Castle, the
shogunal headquarters. Asano Takuminokami, the lord
of Ako (now part of Hyogo Prefecture), was publicly
humiliated in the line of duty by Kira Kozukenosuke,
the shogun’s chief of protocol. He drew his sword
against Kira in the castle, a grave breach of etiquette.
The shogun immediately ordered Asano to commit
suicide and dissolved Asano’s domain. With that,
about 300 retainers suddenly found themselves out of
a job. But this did not mean the end of their loyalty to
Asano. 

In December of the following year, 47 of the
master less samurai, led by Oishi Kuranosuke,
avenged the death of their lord by slaying Kira. The
men then gave themselves up to the shogunate and a
few weeks later were ordered to commit suicide
themselves. The ronin (master less samurai) carried
out their difficult act of revenge with the full
understanding that they would face death afterward.
While the people of the time, accustomed to the peace
and order maintained by the feudal government were
shocked by this act, they were also deeply moved by
the samurai’s unity, perseverance, bravery, loyalty and
self-sacrifice.

Over the years, the incident has become a
popular theme in the dramatic arts, with a succession
of kabuki plays and bunraku puppet theater
presentations celebrating it in December. Last year
many special events were held to commemorate the
300th anniversary of the attack. The city of Ako in
Hyogo Prefecture has been holding a Ako Gishi (loyal
samurai) festival since 1900 to honor the brave
warriors, and last year it drew a crowd of 130,000,
twice the usual number. Ever since the incident that
inspired “Chushingura” took place, scholars have

E

TRENDS IN JAPAN

As Japan faces an economic slump
and employment uncertainty, a
historical morality tale of samurai
loyalty has won new popularity.

debated the question of whether the act of vengeance
was a crime or one deserving of sympathy. They are
now questioning why it has become so popular in
modern 21st century cosmopolitan Japan.

Many say it is because the Japanese admire
the samurai code with its emphasis on loyalty, and
identify with the conflict between sense of duty and
human feelings — giri and ninjo, two central themes
in Japanese literature over the centuries. But
according to the critic Tadao Sato, the appeal of
“Chushingura” goes beyond this. In a book on the
subject, he analyzes the tale in terms of a single word,
“dedication,” which he defines as “displaying the
willingness to make whatever sacrifice is necessary to
prove the righteousness of one’s beliefs.” Sato writes:
“Beyond the just causes of righteous vengeance and
loyalty, the tale of the 47 master less samurai
embodies dedication, a virtue that holds strong appeal
for the Japanese. 

Another reason cited for the story’s undying
popularity is that, like a Shakespearean play, it lends
itself to a variety of interpretations. For example, one
novel written in the 1920s portrayed the ronin as
launching an act of resistance against government that
ruled through intimidation. In the 1970s, when money-
based politics was coming under fire, a TV series
presenting the tale through that critical lens became a
hit. And today, some argue, Japanese workers who
have lost their jobs in the economic downturn can be
likened to the master less samurai, while Oishi can be
viewed as the ideal leader of a society in crisis.

NO SMOKERS PLEASE
Japan, along with most Asian nations, has long

been known as a smoker’s haven, free of the
restricting rules applied in the West. Now Japan’s
adult smoking rate has declined for the seventh
consecutive year to a new all-time low. A survey by
Japan Tobacco Inc. shows the rate has been sinking
steadily, while smoking among women has been on
the rebound in recent years. The annual survey
said the overall rate dropped to 30.9 percent last
year, down from 32.7 percent the previous year.
The smoking rate for men was 49.1 percent, down
from 52 percent, while the rate among women stood
at 14 percent. The overall figure and the rate for
men were the lowest since the company began the
survey in 1965. Smoking peaked in Japan in 1966
when 49.4 percent of adults and 83.7 percent of
men were smokers. The spread of nonsmoking
areas and concerns about health problems caused
by cigarettes have been driving the rate lower, but
Japan still has one of the highest smoking rates in
the industrialized world. Japan Tobacco is the
world’s third-largest producer.
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amurai life changed subtly — or sometimes
dramatically — to reflect changes in Japan
itself. While historians often look on the
period following the horror of the Onin War in
1467 as one marked by chaos, terrible

bloodshed, and lawlessness, many of the rules that
later came to govern nearly every aspect of samurai
life were first committed to paper at this time.
Daimyo domains were small fiefdoms, and quite well
governed. A number of so-called “House Codes”
have survived to this day, one of the best of which
was created to govern the Chokosabe on the island of
Shikoku.

Their code was made up of 100 articles that
addressed many aspects of samurai life. There were
rules that governed how a person could become a
Buddhist priest. Other rules governed lawsuits, and
others forbade wives from “interfering” in legal
matters. Labor had its rules, as did morality, the
treatment of servants, land irrigation, wages for
artisans, the width of the primary roads, the sale of
horses, and so on.

But, as Stephan Turnbull says in his Samurai:
The Warrior Class of Japan, the most important rule
was never actually codified. That rule said a samurai
would be loyal to his master unto death, a rule sorely
tested during this Age of War, which saw constant
turmoil as daimyo attempted to gain power by
coercing or connecting themselves with other daimyo.

The early days of samurai life were marked
by one-on-one battles between samurai well matched
in strength and pedigree. But in the Muromachi
period, a major innovation was the ashigaru, or “light
feet,” force. As wars had increased both in size and
scope, the daimyo needed more than highly trained
individual fighters, they needed foot soldiers. These
were farm workers, but interestingly enough, they
eventually took on some of the samurai ethic,
primarily the loyalty to stand beside their daimyo
after the battle was finished.

Since the ashigaru began generally as
peasants whose loyalty could be swayed, particularly
if they were mistreated by their daimyo, loyalty was a
crucial element. In addition, changes in European
warfare introduced firearms to the Japanese. The first
imported firearm was the harquebus, which was not
particularly accurate. But it was easy to master and

SAMURAI CODE OF
CONDUCT EVOLVED

OVER TIME

S
could be made effective when a sizable number of
them were fired in the same direction at the same
time. The bow took years to learn and powerful
muscles to flat. All the harquebus took was a lighted
match dropped on the touch hole.

Suddenly, however, armorers had a new
challenge: to make armor impervious not only to
arrows, but also to gunshots. The one way to make
sure a new suit of armor worked was to fire a bullet at
it. Some of the most highly prized suits of armor from
that period still sport huge dents from that practice.
The style of armor also changed to reflect European
fashions. Japanese armor had been beautifully
crafted to deflect traditional Japanese weaponry. 

It was not particularly practical, though, given
the extremes of weather in Japan. In the winter, the
many cords that held it together would freeze. In the
summer rains, it became soaked and sodden, and
Turnbull points out, “a haven for ants and lice.” But
while the body armor changed, the samurai retained
the Japanese-style helmet with its magnificently
flamboyant feathers and horns.

Again and again, local powers would ally
themselves with one another and then destroy that
alliance with bickering and warfare. The family of
one Oda Nobunaga took the idea of unity to its
ultimate, with a goal of transcending local power and
creating national hegemony. This period laid the
foundation for some of the most extreme changes in
samurai life ever, which included the gradual
transition from land ownership to an army style of
life. Soldiers were now paid out of the proceeds from
the daimyo’s lands, not their own. 

While ashigaru had tended to be peasants
who worked the land when they weren’t fighting, this
new development brought about a strict division of
labor. Now, peasants would be peasants. Samurai and
other fighting men would only fight. Having no other
source of revenue, the samurai became fully
professional military men, leading to the building of
huge castles that could house large numbers of troops
ready for combat.

*  Carol Marleigh Kline is a freelance writer in
Washington, D.C. who spent 11 years living in
Japan. In the next issue she will write about
“The Unification of Japan.”

“Beyond Differences,” a look at
Japanese culture and history.

Oda Nobunaga
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apanese musicians had a productive 2002
winning many top honors. While
internationally renowned conductor Seiji
Ozawa began work as the musical director of
the Vienna State Opera, young Japanese took

top honors at the Tchaikovsky International Music
Competition in Moscow and the Long-Thibaud
International Music Competition in Paris, both of
which serve as springboards for young performers.
Meanwhile, a blind Japanese pianist made his debut
at Carnegie Hall in New York to critical acclaim.

Ozawa, 68, took up his new post in Vienna in
September after his long stint as the music director at
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. His first work for
the Vienna State Opera, staged on Nov. 9, marked his
debut as an opera director. The night was a huge
success, proving that the Ozawa the world knows is
still in top form.

A number of young Japanese are also being
hailed as new stars in the world of music. One of the
most noteworthy is 22-year-old Ayako Uehara, who in
June 2002 became both the first Japanese and the
first woman of any nationality to win for piano at the
Tchaikovsky Competition, which takes place only
once every four years. In the violin competition, no
winner was declared, but 23-year-old Tamaki
Kawakubo placed second.

Uehara started playing the piano at the age of
3, and by the time she was 10 people were calling
her “Japan’s first girl prodigy.” She went to a regular
high school, and because she was so busy with both
her studies and her practice, it took her four and a
half years to graduate instead of the usual three. But
she was determined to finish school, and her
endurance and concentration have helped her
become who she is today. 

Endurance and concentration are also
requisite to survive the 13-day Tchaikovsky
Competition, which includes a preliminary round, a
secondary round, and a final round with eight
contestants. Uehara received thunderous applause
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Japanese classical musicians made a
strong impression at international
venues in 2002, winning top honors
from Vienna to Moscow to Paris to

New York. Among the stars, both old and new: 

Japanese conductor Seiji Ozawa directs the Vienna Philharmonic orchestra
in the golden hall of the Musikverein in Vienna, Austria. (AP Photo/Ali
Schafler)

after finishing her performance in the final round,
during which she played such pieces as
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1.

At the Long-Thibaud International Music
Competition, meanwhile, Akiko Yamada became the
youngest person ever to win, taking home first place
for violin at the age of 16. Japanese, 18-year-old
Kyoko Yonemoto, finished third. Yamada began
learning the violin at the age of 3. As a child, when
her father’s job took the family to France, she
enrolled in the Conservatoire Superieur de Paris,
where she graduated at the top of her class in the
violin department in 1999. She then enrolled in the
Conservatoire National Superieur de Paris, where she
is currently studying. At the competition, Yamada
made the unorthodox choice of performing the
Beethoven Violin Concerto.

Pianist Takeshi Kakehashi, 26, who is based
in Vienna, Austria, made his debut in the U.S. on
Oct. 20, 2002, with a recital at Carnegie Hall in New
York. Kakehashi, who was born in 1977, lost much of
his sight due to cancer at the age of just one month.
He took up the piano at the age of 4 and entered a
preparatory school for the Vienna National University
of Music when he was 12. The following year,
however, he fell ill again and lost his remaining sight.
His determination to continue playing music
remained undaunted, though, and he has claimed
many honors, including finishing second at the Long-
Thibaud Competition in 1998. When he concluded
his performance at Carnegie Hall, the audience
showered him with shouts of “bravo.”


